
Election to the FSA National Council – Championship Representative  

 

Nomination Statement 

Geoff Bielby - Representing Hull City Supporters Trust 

 

I am a retired bank official born in 1956. I have been a Hull City supporter since the mid sixties. 

My first supporter group activity was in 2013 working with Huddersfield Town ST and Amanda 

Jacks,FSF, on our “Bubble Fixture”. 

I witnessed how fans groups can win an argument, we obtained a written apology from West 

Yorkshire Police! 

 

I supported the City Till We Die (CTWD) group, was elected as a Director, campaigning to retain our 

clubs playing name in 2014. 

With the support of Supporters Direct (SD) CTWD merged with the Tigers Cooperative forming Hull 

City Supporters Trust (HCST) on 1st January 2015. I’ve been a Director throughout. 

I represented Hull City fans at Premier League dialogue meetings in July 2016, and April 2017 hosted 

by Richard Scudamore. 

In 2018 I was elected to the SD National Council a position I held until the merger of FSF and SD in 

January 2019 when I was elected to the FSA National Council as Championship representative. I lost 

my position at the FSA December 2020 AGM because of Club relegation. 

Whilst on the National Council I attended Supporter Engagement meetings with The EFL senior team 

in person and online. I attended Parliament speaking for the Safe Standing Campaign.I helped 

establish the FSA #TerraceTalk Campaign.  I also presented to Tracy Crouchs Fan Led Review team as 

part of the League One and Two Submission on protecting Clubs Playing Names! 

I passionately believe in Supporters Rights and hope to re-join the National Council, to continue 

contributing to the great work the FSA have achieved on Governance and support for fans. 

I became HCST Chairmanin March 2016, stepping aside as Chairman in August 2020.



 

 
CHAMPIONSHIP NETWORK – ELECTION STATEMENTS 2021 

 
ROGER ELLIS – SKY BLUE TRUST (COVENTRY CITY) 

I have supported Coventry City since the 1960s.  I became involved with the 
Sky Blue Trust when the Club owners’ manoeuvres over the Ricoh Arena 
threatened the Club’s existence. I joined the Trust Board in 2013, becoming 
Secretary. This brought me into contact with the EFL, Coventry Council, 
possible Club purchasers, the Administrator and Club management. 
Scandalously, the Club was moved to Northampton and then, after a brief 
return, was exiled in Birmingham. 
 
This experience demonstrated the huge community value of a football 
club and the immense damage bad owners can cause.  I was elected to 
Supporters’ Direct’s Football Council.  I attended several Structured 
Dialogue meetings with the EFL.  In 2017 I was asked to lead an SD/FSF 
project, developing proposals for the reform of the regulation of football 
clubs. I was the main author of those and presented them to the FA Board 
in 2018. 
 
I was elected to the National Council and Board of FSA in 2018. I lead on 
football reform issues. I was part of a team who wrote and presented the 
FSA’s evidence to the Government’s “Fan-led Review” which incorporated 
the 2018 proposals. Our evidence aims to prevent the wild and greedy 
ideas coming from remote, billionaire owners and put fans at the heart of a 
sustainable future for football, responding to the threats caused by poor 
ownership and feeble regulation by the Football Authorities. Although the 
FLR’s initial findings support our case for change, more work is needed to 
ensure the final review report is comprehensive and is enacted by 
Parliament, to give the game the independent regulator it needs.  
 
I am a member of an FSA working group on football’s role in tackling 
climate change and reviewed the FSA’s rules and procedures. 
 
 



Hello my name is Tony Wilkinson I have been a Blackpool FC supporter since the age of 5 when my 

late father took me to my first game at Bloomfield Road. That was 55 years ago, I passed the big 60 

birthday earlier this year. I have been a Blackpool Supporters Trust committee member for over 5 

years and elected to the Supporters Direct & FSA national Councils for the past 4 years. 

 

The work with BST has been challenging varied but rewarding. The well documented campaign to 

see a change of ownership at Blackpool was a big learning curve with an outcome that I and my 

fellow committee members will always feel proud to have been involved with. At Blackpool it is now 

a pleasure to be able to work with an owner who cares about the football club. 

 

I am retired and live local to Bloomfield Road which helps me in the role of coordinating the BFC 

Volunteers. This is a group of like-minded supporters who regularly meet at the stadium to happily 

help with many tasks and keep in and around the stadium clean & tidy. 

 

I am also part of a small BST sub group who continue to work on football governance. It was a 

privilege to be involved with the work done so far and present evidence for the Fan Led Review. The 

strong case study we have experienced at BST / Blackpool FC was something we were keen to 

present to Tracey Crouch and her panel.  

 

My elected position as FSA / EFL Representative for league 1 & 2 ends this year. With the promotion 

of Blackpool FC to the Championship I would be grateful for the opportunity to now become elected 

as an FSA / EFL Championship representative.  

 

Kind regards 

Tony Wilkinson. 




