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our Fans’ Embassy service

San Marino v England
Stadio Serravalle, San Marino
Monday, 15th November 2021
Kick–off 20.45, local time
England will probably
play in WHITE

W

Useful Numbers
Fans’ Embassy Helpline:
+44 7956 12 13 14
England Supporters Club (FA):
+44 7790 371 105
British Embassy:
+39 6 4220 0001
Emergencies:
Police: 112 or 113
Fire: 115
Ambulance: 118

ELCOME to San Marino for
England’s third visit here
in the last decade. Looking
ahead to the game, this is our last
World Cup Qualifier for next year’s
tournament in Qatar, that is of
course if everything went to plan
on Friday night at Wembley!
We have received an allocation of
1,487 tickets for the fixture and they
are split into two categories.
Category 1 tickets are covered and
priced at £27, while Category 2 tickets
are priced at £18 and are uncovered.
The match will be taking place at the
Stadio Olimpico di Serravalle in San
Marino. Kick-off is 8:45pm Local Time.

Contact Free Lions
Email: freelions@thefsa.org.uk
Gifts & Postcards to:
Free Lions, c/o the FSA
1, Ashmore Terrace
Stockton Road
Sunderland
SR2 7DE

However, we know there will still
be some disappointed members out
there as the demand for this game
was extremely high.
As always at an England away game,
the FSA’s Fans’ Embassy is here to
offer any information, advice and
assistance you might need during
your trip.
It’s a free and confidential service,
and if you need any help, we can be
contacted around the clock on
+44 7956 121314.

COVER STORY

Jack Grealish sealed a British transfer record £100 million move
to Manchester City from Aston Villa this summer. Jack scored his
first goal for the Three Lions last month in England’s 5-0 win in
Andorra la Vella. Should he feature in this game you’d hope he’d
have a very good chance of doubling his international goal tally, or
at least adding to his assists tally.
THANK YOU

IT WASN’T ME
The Free Lions fanzine is produced by the
Football Supporters’ Association (FSA), the
national membership-based organisation for
fans. We have tried to ensure the accuracy of
all the information provided in this fanzine,
but can accept no responsibility for any loss,
injury or inconvenience suffered by anyone
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It should be noted that it is
considerably more than the standard
5% of the capacity that we are
entitled to.

relying on its contents. None of the financial
support we have received to produce
Free Lions impacts on what we put in it.
Consequently, none of our supporters can be
held in any way responsible for the contents
of, nor the views expressed in, this fanzine.
Cover image courtesy of the FA.

Website: www.thefsa.org.uk
Email: freelions@thefsa.org.uk
FSF helpline: +44 7956 121314
@WeAreFreeLions
facebook.com/FreeLions

As ever, this fanzine has been a team effort.
This edition was edited by Matt Willis,
and thanks are due to Phil Rowley; Clive
Hetherington, Joe Hetherington; Richard
Weekes, Tony Conniford; Stephen Graham;
and Peter Daykin.

AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH CLIVE HETHERINGTON?

BY CLIVE HETHERINGTON

A

PART from one notable
exception, goals have
never been a problem
for England when they face
minnows San Marino.
After seven meetings, it is 42 for
and only one against – an average
of six goals per game – ahead of
the Three Lions’ World Cup qualifier
here at the Stadio Olimpico di
Serravalle. The one against is
probably the most infamous goal
England have conceded.
In two days’ time from their latest
encounter with San Marino, it will
be 28 years since England suffered
the biggest fright of their lives
when they fell behind to the side
who have only ever won once.
A fraction over eight seconds were
on the clock at the Stadio Renato
Dall’Ara in Bologna in Italy, where
San Marino played their bigger
games in those days, and Davide
Gualtieri could scarcely believe his
luck as he seized on Stuart Pearce’s
underhit backpass to prod past
David Seaman in the England goal.
At the time, it was the fastest goal
in any World Cup game.
Then, as now, it was the Three
Lions’ final match in their World
Cup qualifying campaign. Reaching
the USA in 1994 rested on Graham
Taylor’s side beating San Marino by a
seven-goal margin and hoping for a
winning favour from old foes Poland
against Holland in Poznan. But the
Poles lost 3-1 and England’s recovery
against San Marino to record a 7-1
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victory was meaningless. Arsenal
striker Ian Wright grabbed four goals
that night, but Taylor, who sadly died
aged 72 in January 2017, quit as
England boss almost a week after
failing to secure qualification.

Dominic Calvert-Lewin – with
two goals – and substitute Ollie
Watkins were among the scorers,
who also included Southampton
midfielder James Ward-Prowse and
Manchester City’s Raheem Sterling.

Gualtieri, who labelled himself “a
poor man’s Roberto Baggio”, was
guaranteed celebrity status for
the rest of his life in San Marino. A
computer salesman, he later recalled
his big moment in an interview with
the BBC, saying: “Over here, nobody
really knew what was going on, but
in England there was a big fuss.

The aforementioned Wright, speaking
on ITV after England’s hugely
disappointing 1-1 draw with Hungary
at Wembley last month, was both
critical and supportive of Kane.

“Even now, some fans from around
the world are always coming into
my shop with pictures of me and
shirts for me to sign. And, when my
brother went to Scotland on holiday,
they found out who he was and
bought him drinks and a meal, too.
But that was my brother, not me.”
Goals – or a lack of them – have
been an issue for Harry Kane in
recent times. With the captain
confined to the bench for the entire
90 minutes, England cruised to a
routine 5-0 home win against San
Marino in March, when starter
CLIVE’S VERDICT
This game takes place two days
before the 28th anniversary of the
humiliating moment when England,
in their first away game against
San Marino, trailed after only eight
seconds. The Three Lions went on

A cloud appears to have been
hanging over the Tottenham striker
since a projected summer move to
Manchester City failed to materialise,
and Wright said: “I just see somebody
who is not quite at it. He tends to start
a season very slowly and he needs
to get up to speed in respect of his
sharpness. But Harry Kane will be fine
– he just has to get himself going and
get sharp more of the time.”
Former Manchester United and
Republic of Ireland skipper Roy
Keane, working alongside Wright
on ITV, observed: “There’s no
middle ground with Harry Kane.
When he’s on fire, he’s fantastic.
But when he’s off it, and we’ve
seen it many times before, it’s like
San Marino 0, England 6
to win 7-1 – for what it was worth as
World Cup qualifying hopes crumbled
– but don’t expect the home side to
trouble the scorers on this occasion.
A repeat of the result the last time
England were here is fully anticipated.

Receive urgent info:
Sign up to Free Lions’ FREE SMS text service
Text “UPDATES” to +44 7956 121314
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SAN MARINO – THE KEY THREE by Joe Hetherington
NICOLA NANNI
Going into the final
round of fixtures,
Nanni is the only
Sammarinese player
to have scored so
far in their World Cup qualifying
campaign, his goal coming in
his side’s 7-1 loss to Poland
in September. Nanni has been
considered as the natural successor
to his country’s all-time leading
scorer, Andy Selva, who ended his
international career with eight
goals to his name. Standing 6’3,
the forward offers a focal point to
a team that is predominantly made
up of defensive-minded players. The
21-year-old is currently playing in
Serie C on loan at Lucchese 1905
from his parent club, F.C. Crotone.

ELIA
BENEDETTINI
As San Marino’s
first-choice
goalkeeper,
Benedettini has one
of the most unforgiving jobs in
world football. Though the number
of goals he has conceded may seem
eye-watering on paper, 26-year-old
Benedettini has put in some good
performances of late and does have
the ability to frustrate forwards, as
England’s Jesse Lingard and Dominic
Calvert-Lewin found when they faced
the keeper in March. He is one of few
San Marino players contracted to a
club outside the microstate, plying his
trade for Cesena of Italy. His biggest
rival for a place in the team is his
cousin, Simone Benedettini.

FILIPPO FABBRI
Playing alongside
defenders almost
twice his age,
Fabbri made his
debut against Hungary
on March 28 this year. At 19, he is
among his country’s most promising
young players, having represented
San Marino from Under-17 level
upwards. The only game where he
did not feature in their opening eight
group matches was the 5-0 defeat
to England at Wembley, three days
before his international introduction.
As a relative newcomer to the set-up,
Fabbri is yet to taste anything other
than defeat for the senior side. The
centre-back was transferred between
Italian clubs in the summer, moving
from Cesena to Forli.

he’s always on his heels and he
can’t get up to the speed of the
game. Whatever has been going on
at club level, he does need to do a
bit more when he’s not at his best
in terms of his general play.”

step up a lot more? If they come on,
can they find a goal because (against
Hungary) Kane was off and then
the question was, ‘Where’s the goal
going to come from’? It didn’t help
that Abraham then went off injured.”

But ex-England women’s forward
Eni Aluko, who completed the trio
of match pundits, reckons the rest
of England’s striking contingent –
Roma’s Tammy Abraham, Everton’s
Calvert-Lewin and Aston Villa’s
Watkins – also have to up their
game. She said: “I think the back-up
players to Harry Kane have to do
more. When Harry does have an offnight, the likes of Abraham, CalvertLewin, Watkins, can we see them

England manager Gareth
Southgate’s 4-3-3 system – with
five attack-minded players in
Kane, Sterling, plus the latter’s City
teammates Jack Grealish and Phil
Foden, and Chelsea’s Mason Mount
– had to be abandoned as Hungary
nullified their threat. But Wright
insists England must persevere with
the positive approach. He added:
“We’ve got the capability and the
quality to play the way we want.

It didn’t work (in the game with
Hungary). Gareth changed it and
went back to 3-4-3 and we had to
adapt to the opposition because
we didn’t dominate them. But we
can’t give up on something like that
because we need to make that next
step. We have the players capable of
doing it, but we’ve got to have faith
in what we’re trying to do.”
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Southgate could field virtually any
side against San Marino, but our
hosts achieved two successes by
their standards last autumn when
they drew successive Nations
League outings 0-0 with fellow
small fry Liechtenstein and Gibraltar,
the first away and the second here.
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FRIGHT OF THEIR LIVES
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E all know size isn’t
everything, but there’s
no getting away from
the fact that San Marino is a very
small country indeed. In this quiz
the questions, answers or both,
rejoice in all things small, little and
downright minuscule.

1
2

‘Little Willy’ was a Top 5 hit for
which Glam rock band of the 70s
who had various other hits including,
‘Wig Wam Bam’ and ‘Ballroon Blitz’?

3

Born Patrick Chukwuemeka
Okogwu in London in 1988,
how is this British rapper and TV
presenter better known?

4

The 3rd best selling single of the
60s was ‘Tears’, released in
1965 by which Liverpool comedian
known for his Diddymen?

YOUR FREE LIONS GUIDE

ELCOME to San
Marino, the third
smallest national
territory in Europe (after the
Vatican and Monaco, since you
ask) and our hosts once again
for this final 2022 World Cup
Group Stage qualifier.
Question 1:
Heather Small

5

Reaching No 2 in the UK
charts, ‘All The Small Things’
was a 2000 hit single taken from
the album, ‘Enema Of The State’by
which American rock group?

Question 8:
Perrie Edwards

8

Little Mix’s Perrie Edwards is
married to which England
international and Premier league
footballer?

9

Which song about a small and
colourful item of swimwear
was a hit for Brian Hyland in 1965
and Bombalurina (featuring Timmy
Mallett) in 1990?

‘Maybe Tomorrow’ is the
theme tune for which TV Series
from the 70s and 80s about a
German Shepherd dog wandering
aimlessly, only stopping to do a
good deed or to help someone?

7

10

6

‘Itchycoo Park’ and ‘Sha La La
La Lee’ were hits in the 60s for
which band, The Small Cases, The
Small Faces or The Small Places?

Lennie Small is one of the
lead characters in which
novel popularly studied for GCSE
English, and also the name of an
American rock band formed in 2009?

Welcome also to Italy, as it’s
virtually impossible to reach San
Marino without treading first on
Italian soil, and it looks likely that
the absolute majority of the 1487
ticketed England fans who’ve made
the journey out here will base
themselves in one of the resorts
along the Adriatic coastline of the
Italian province of Emilia-Romagna.
Rimini mainly, and so in these pages
we’ve tried to provide some useful
information about that city too, as
well as about the match venue in the
Most Serene Republic of San Marino.
San Marino is an enclaved microstate,
which means that it’s a very small
republic entirely enclosed within Italy.

It’s not a big place its territory
covers just 24 square miles. None
of this is naturally level ground it is
entirely composed of hilly terrain.
its highest point being the summit
of Mount Titano 2,457 feet above
sea level.
There is no public airport, no
railway, and no significant body
of water within its territory; its
population is estimated to be
around 30,000.
San Marino has an irregular
rectangular form with a maximum
length of 8 miles (13 km),
northeast to southwest. It is
crossed by the Marano and Ausa
streams, which both flow
into the Adriatic Sea. It is
also crossed by the stream
of San Marino, which falls
into the Marecchia River.

and history. The Old Town of
San Marino city is picturesque in
itself, but also enjoys spectacular
views over the surrounding
countryside. It also claims to be
the oldest surviving sovereign
state and constitutional republic
in the world, still governed by it’s
constitution – in Latin – adopted
in 1600.
It has had a colourful political
history even in the 20th century,
neutral during both World Wars,
it was ruled by the Sammarinese
Fascist Party from 1923 to 1943,
and then between 1945 and 1957
had the world’s first democratically
elected Communist government.

What San Marino does
have in abundance is
natural beauty, scenery

TICKET COLLECTION
FSA FANS’ EMBASSY

B

ACK for the third time
here, The Football
Supporters’ Association’s
Fans’ Embassy service will be
on hand in San Marino to offer
any advice, information and
assistance that you might need
to make your trip go smoothly.
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Subject to securing official
permission from local authorities
in Rimini, The FSA Fans’ Embassy
will be operating in Rimini on
the afternoon of Sunday 14th
November, and from 10.00 until
16.00 on Monday 15th November
(match day).

We will be based in Piazza
Marvelli, round the corner from
the Rose and Crown.
We will of course be contactable
around the clock via the helpline
on +44 7956 121314.

Receive urgent info:
Sign up to Free Lions’ FREE SMS text service
Text “UPDATES” to +44 7956 121314

O

NCE again, it’s 100%
collection for ESTC
members, which means
that every individual must collect
their own ticket in person.
Remember to take up-to-date photo
ID with you, and it will speed up the
process if you can remember the
name of the member who purchased
the tickets for your group, to help the
FA staff locate yours more easily.

PRODUCES FREE LIONS

As was the case in 2015 the
FA’s ticket collection point will be
located in the resort of Rimini, Italy,
on 14 and 15 November before
moving to the stadium in the build
up to kick-off.
Its location will be the Mercure
Rimini Hotel Artis on the seafront,
just north of the FSA Fans’ Embassy
at Piazza Alberto Marvelli. See
the handy map overleaf for more.

Website: www.thefsa.org.uk
Email: freelions@thefsa.org.uk
FSF helpline: +44 7956 121314
@WeAreFreeLions
facebook.com/FreeLions

TICKET COLLECTION POINT
OPERATING TIMES
• Rimini - Sunday 14 November:
4.30pm until 9pm
• Rimini - Monday 15 November:
10am until 5pm
• Stadio Olimpico di Serravalle
- Monday 15 November: 6pm until
kick off
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AWAY MUSIC QUIZ

Heather Small is the lead
singer of which band who had
various hits in the 90’s including,
‘Moving On Up’, ‘One Night in
Heaven’ and ‘Search For The Hero’?

WELCOME TO SAN MARINO

ANSWERS
ON PAGE

SCOUSE PHIL’S FREE LIONS

Rimini

RIMINI

FA Ticket Collection:
Mercure Rimini Artis

FSA Fans’ Embassy

YOUR FREE LIONS GUIDE
THE STADIUM

GETTING TO THE GROUND - SHUTTLE BUSSES
For those who have visited the
Stadio Olimpico Serravalle
before, the fundamentals remain
the same, in that it is still a multipurpose venue with an athletics
track around the pitch, as its full
name, the Stadio Calcio e Atletica
Leggera Serravalle, suggests.

T

HIS is our third visit to the
Stadio Olimpico Serravalle
in San Marino, having first
played here in March 2013, where
England ran out 8-0 winners.

We returned in September 2015
for a EURO 2016 qualifier which
saw England pick up all three
points with a fairly rudimentary
6-0 victory.

Originally built in 1969, it’s an
all-seater stadium where fans
are housed in two stands – north
and south – one on either side of
the pitch.
There is no accommodation for
spectators behind the goal at
either end.

S

AN Marino has no airport,
and no railway, so the only
real option for getting to
the ground is to go by road.

Shuttle buses have been arranged
for match-day between Rimini,
The Stadium, and then on to San
Marino Old Town.

The normal forms of public
transport are however problematic
in one way or another. Taxis are
an option but you’re looking at
around €50-60 each way. We’d
therefore recommend that the best
means of transport, especially for
getting back to Rimini after the
match, will be the shuttle buses
laid on especially for us.

At the time of going to print,
pricing has not been confirmed
for the shuttle service, however in
2015 the prices were €15 which
was valid for all buses between the
stadium and the old town.
There was also a €10 option for
just the bus back to Rimini after
the game.

that’s a visual ticket check at the
outer cordon, then the usual bag
and body searches, and then the
ticket check on entrance.

Consequently, there will be no
holdback of England fans at the
end of the game, so there should
be no problem getting back to
Rimini, or elsewhere.

To enter into the Stadium, every
supporter will have to have a valid
match ticket, photo identification
and either; proof of double
vaccination or a negative antigen
test taken no more than 48 hours
prior to kick off.
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Busses depart Rimini from the
Piazza Alberto Marvelli, which,
as luck would have it, is precisely
the location of the FSA’s Fans’
Embassy, where, as usual, our team
will be on the ground to assist you
with any questions or issues.

10:00

11:00

12:00

14:00

15:00

B) STADIUM Stadio Olimpico Serravalle

HE stadium gates will
open at 18.45, two hours
before kick-off. With 1,487
tickets having been sold to
England fans via the FA, visiting
fans will far outnumber home
supporters and the match will
have the feel of a home game.

There will be the usual process of
ticket checks and cordons on the
way into the ground, including the
now familiar search procedures; so

The timetable below gives all the
details of times: they’re clearly
designed to give the option of a
morning’s sightseeing in the old
town and then going to the game,
or just going straight from Rimini
to the match.

SHUTTLE BUS: RIMINI TO SAN MARINO
A) RIMINI Piazza Alberto Marvelli

GROUND RULES

T
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As expected, the game is impacted
by the current health position and
is at a reduced capacity of 75%.

The usual list of prohibited items
will apply, so that’s no guns or

knives, but also no bottles, cans or
umbrellas. For those of you that
like to collect a bit of matchday
memorabilia, there will be a ‘club
shop’ available at the stadium
which will be selling official
matchday programs and, for those
of you that really want one… half
and half scarfs.
There is ample space inside the
Stadio Olimpico Serravalle for
flags to be displayed. At the time
of us printing the Free Lions, there
is no arrangement for early access
to erect flags. However, if this
changes it will be communicated
by the FA and via the Free Lions
social media accounts.

Receive urgent info:
Sign up to Free Lions’ FREE SMS text service
Text “UPDATES” to +44 7956 121314

C) SAN MARINO Historical Centre

10:50

11:50

12:50

14:50

SHUTTLE BUS: SAN MARINO OLD TOWN TO STADIUM
C) SAN MARINO Historical Centre

18:00

18:30

19:00

19:30

B) STADIUM Stadio Olimpico Serravalle

18:25

18:55

19:25

19:55

SHUTTLE BUSSES (Multiple!): STADIUM TO RIMINI
B) STADIUM Stadio Olimpico Serravalle

22:45

A) RIMINI Piazza Alberto Marvelli

23:15
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Website: www.thefsa.org.uk
Email: freelions@thefsa.org.uk
FSF helpline: +44 7956 121314
@WeAreFreeLions
facebook.com/FreeLions

15:50

18:00

18:30

19:00

18:30

19:30

19:30

WELCOME TO RIMINI
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VISITING SAN MARINO

EATING & DRINKING

T

HERE are loads of good
places to eat in Rimini –
seafood restaurants in
particular – but also steakhouses,
traditional restaurants and,
of course, pizzerias. For those
worrying about missing the
shuttle bus, there’s also all the
usual fast food options.

However, the chances are that San
Marino’s a place you’ll only come
to three times, and there’s more to
it than just the sports complex – up
the hill is the old town, with its
picturesque streets and buildings, and
spectacular views for miles around.
There is a regular public bus
service between San Marino and

the Old Town. It’s fair to say that
“up the hill” is perhaps a bit of an
understatement; it’s a steep climb
to the top, and the gradient means
that the roads wind around, making
it a longer journey than it looks.
There are plenty of taxis available
though, and shuttle bus tickets from
Rimini are also valid for the extra
buses from the stadium to the old
town and back.
The old town has plenty of cafes
and restaurants, and the usual
souvenir shops catering for
tourists. There’s not a great deal of
excitement goes on up there, the
atmosphere is genteel and relaxed,
but it’s worth the trip for the views
if nothing else.

Music Quiz (Page 6)
1. M People 2. The Sweet 3. Tinie Tempah 4. Ken
Dodd 5. Blink 182 6. Itsy Bitsy Teenie Weenie
Yellow Polkadot Bikini 7. The Small Faces 8. Alex
Oxlade-Chamberlain 9. The Littlest Hobo 10. Of
Mice And Men

Quiz

Answers

PRODUCES FREE LIONS

While you’re there though, you
might consider a visit to the
Torture Museum, which offers a
display of well over 100 devices
of torture. Not just the usual
inquisitory chair, guillotine and
knee-breaker, but lesser-known
items such as the “skinning
device” and the “heretics’ fork”.
There are numerous other museums
in San Marino if the Torture
Museum doesn’t tickle your fancy.
There is a Wax Museum, Museum
of Peasant Civilisation and the
Museum of Curiosity which is
described to have a collection of
objects, facts and people that will
satisfy your curiosity, apparently.

Football Quiz (Page 16)
1. Wrexham 2. Both teams’ managers shared
the same name (Matt Taylor, recently, and Bobby
Campbell in 1978) 3. 90,000 4. Sheffield United 5.
San Marino 6. 1992/93 7. Plymouth Argyle 8. USA
1994 9. Arsene Wenger 10. Stuart Ripley

S

ERRAVALLE is located on
the edge of the territory
of San Marino nearest
to the coastal resorts, so the
stadium will be the first notable
place that you come to, and of
course if you’re only here for
the match, then that’s as far as
you need to go.

Receive urgent info:
Sign up to Free Lions’ FREE SMS text service
Text “UPDATES” to +44 7956 121314

A

GAME against San
Marino means that
Free Lions features two
distinctly separate locations;
not only separate cities but
different countries, an almost
inevitable consequence of
playing opponents the entire
population of whose country
could fit into Wembley stadium
three times over.
Rimini was popular enough with
England fans the last time we
played San Marino, especially in
September 2015 as the city was in
prime holiday season. While San
Marino is reputed to be one of
the world’s least visited countries,
Rimini is one of Italy’s leading
holiday resorts, popular with Italians
as much as tourists from abroad.
It’s in the Emilia-Romagna
region and offers some nine miles
of beaches, as well as an ample
supply of bars, restaurants and
nightclubs that you’d expect from a

PRODUCES FREE LIONS

There are landmarks to see
like the Tiberius Bridge, the
Roman structure which marks the
beginning of the Aemilian Way.

Just about every corner boasts
somewhere to drink and our
experience from 2013/15 suggest
that two establishments are likely
to be particularly popular. The Rose
and Crown, by the seafront on
Viale Regina Elena right next
to the Piazza Marvelli, claims to
have been the first English-style
pub in Italy. It was established
in 1964 by the not-very-Englishsounding Count Giuseppe Perticari.

There’s also “Italy In Miniature”,
(Via Popilia, Viserba do Rimini),
one of the country’s most popular
theme parks with over 270 scale
model reproductions of Italy’s most
famous buildings and landmarks.
Open from 10.00 to 18.30 while
we’re in town.

Just along the seafront is the other
favourite, the eye-catching Bounty
pub, at Via La Strada 6. They say
it’s shaped like a ship, and they’ve
had a stab at a nautical theme.
More significantly, they say they
shift 40,000 litres of beer and
1,300kg of beef fillets a year!

The historical and famous
Autodromo di Modena isn’t far
away and can be easily reached
from Rimini station. In the 1960s
and 1970s the track served as
a test track for Ferrari and also
hosted 15 Italian Grands Prix.
The last Grand Prix to be held at
Modena was won by Stirling Moss.

They have been in touch with the
Free Lions team and shared with
us that in addition to food and
drink, they can offer “the best
entertainment in the city”. They
will have a DJ playing “English
Anthems” (make of that what you
will!) with plenty of space inside
and out to hang flags.

holiday destination. There are even
alternatives to lounging around
on the beach and drinking, should
anyone need them.

Website: www.thefsa.org.uk
Email: freelions@thefsa.org.uk
FSF helpline: +44 7956 121314
@WeAreFreeLions
facebook.com/FreeLions
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IN MEMORY OF ROGER HUNT
PAGE 14

L

ATE September saw the
passing of another of
England’s World Cup
winners with the death of
Roger Hunt.
The Liverpool legend died aged
83 on September 27, and the sad
announcement came too late to
make the previous edition of Free
Lions when we visited Andorra and
paid tribute to many other England
greats who have left us in recent
times.

CONTACT CLIVE VIA FREELIONS@THEFSA.ORG.UK
I was so convinced it was over the
line I thought it was bouncing into
the roof of the net.

to the next World Cup that Hunt
established himself as a regular in
the starting line-up.

“Instinctively, I turned away and
raised my hand. People always
say, ‘Why didn’t you knock it in’? I
don’t know whether I would have
got it, but the reason I turned away
was I thought it was over the line.”

There was a North v South debate
about whether Hunt or Greaves
should be England’s first-choice
forward. They became partners,
but Hunt outshone Greaves in
England’s first three games of
the ’66 tournament before the
Tottenham man picked up an injury.
From then on, it was Hunt and
West Ham’s Hurst up front.

Many have pointed to Hunt’s
decision to turn away in
celebration, rather than follow up
and make sure the ball was in, as
evidence that it had indeed crossed
the line.

Hunt marked his England debut
with a goal in April 1962 in a 3-1
win over Austria at Wembley. That,
and his form for Liverpool were
enough to win him a place in
Walter Winterbottom’s squad for
the ’62 World Cup in Chile. Sadly,
he didn’t make an appearance
during the tournament.

And his own recollections chimed
with that view. He said: “Geoff hit
the ball and I was running in and

With Jimmy Greaves ahead of
him in the pecking order, it wasn’t
until late 1965 and the build-up

It was also
the year
that he left
Liverpool after
11 years as a Kop
idol.
“Sir Roger”, as he was
dubbed at Anfield, was Liverpool’s
second-highest all-time scorer with
285 goals in 492 games, but he
remains their top marksman in the
league with 245 in 404 matches.
As a Merseyside Red he won two
First Division titles in 1964 and ’66
and an FA Cup in ’65 with victory

RIP FREDDIE HILL

A

NOTHER former England
and Bolton player,
Freddie Hill, died at 81
on October 1.

Striker Hunt played in all six
England games during the
tournament in 1966 and scored
three goals in the group stage –
the second after Bobby Charlton’s
cracker in the 2-0 win over Mexico,
and both in the victory against
France by the same scoreline.

Inside-forward Hill, who scored
74 goals in 375 league games for
Bolton, had a season with Halifax
before spending three years with
Manchester City until 1973. He
then moved to Peterborough.

Hunt signalled England’s disputed
third goal in the 4-2 final win
against West Germany at Wembley
with a raised arm after Geoff
Hurst’s shot came down off the bar.

PRODUCES FREE LIONS

Hunt won 34 caps, scoring 18 times
and was only twice on the losing
side with the Three Lions on his
chest, against Scotland in Glasgow
in 1964 and four years later when
Alf Ramsey’s men were beaten
by Yugoslavia in the European
Championship semi-finals in Italy.
Hunt, who hit four goals in a 10-0

win against the United States in
New York in May 1964, retired
from international
football in January
1969 after a
1-1 draw with
Romania at
Wembley.

Hill won two England caps in 1962
in a 3-1 win against Northern
Ireland in Belfast and a 4-0 triumph
over Wales at Wembley.
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over Leeds, Hunt opening the
scoring only three minutes into
extra-time as Liverpool
won 2-1.
He went on
to play for
Bolton for
three years,
scoring 24
goals in 76
league games,
and during
that time spent a
loan spell with Cape
Town-based Hellenic FC
in South Africa, before going into
his family’s haulage business.
His death means that there are
now only three survivors from
England’s ’66 side – Hurst, Bobby
Charlton and George Cohen.
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SAN MARINO SQUAD WORDSEARCH

A

S normal, print deadlines mean we’ve had to use
squad members from San Marino’s October games,
but that doesn’t stop the fun: while away some time
by finding the surnames of the San Marino squad hidden in
the Wordsearch grid. If there are two Benedettini’s in the
squad, there are two Benedettini’s in the square!

Elia
Matteo
Simone

BENEDETTINI Cesena
ZAVOLI
Libertas
BENEDETTINI Murata

Davide
Mirko
Cristian
Manuel
Andrea
Alessandro
Filippo
Dante

SIMONCINI
PALAZZI
BROLLI
BATTISTINI
GRANDONI
D’ADDARIO
FABBRI
ROSSI

Tre Fiori
SP Tre Penne
Folgore
Virtus
La Fiorita
Tre Fiori
Correggese Calcio
APC Chions

Enrico
Alessandro
Luca
José
Luca
Tommaso
Michael
Marcello
Kevin

GOLINUCCI
GOLINUCCI
CECCAROLI
HIRSCH
CENSONI
ZAFFERANI
BATTISTINI
MULARONI
ZONZINI

Folgore
Virtus
SP Tre Penne
Pennarossa
Riccione
La Fiorita
SP Tre Penne
La Fiorita
SP Tre Penne

Matteo
Marco
David

VITAIOLI
BERNARDI
TOMASSINI

Tropical Coriano
Murata
Murata

SCOUSE PHIL’S

1

Hollywood stars Ryan Reynolds
and Rob McElhenney have taken
over which National League club?

2

Which managerial quirk
occurred in the recent Exeter v
Walsall game that hadn’t occurred
since the Fulham v Bristol Rovers
game in 1978?

3
4

What is the capacity of
Wembley Stadium?

At which current
Championship club did Steve
Bruce start his managerial career?
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FREE LIONS FOOTBALL QUIZ

5
6
7

Folgore are current champions
in which European country?
In what season did the Premier
League in England start?

Nicknamed ‘The Theatre of
Greens’, which League 1 club
play their home games at Home Park?

8

Which was the last World Cup
finals competition that
England didn’t qualify for?

9

In his role as FIFA’s Chief of
Global Football Development,

which ex-Premier League manager
has suggested holding the World
Cup every 2 years?

10

I was born in
Middlesbrough in 1967 and
mainly played for my hometown
club and also Blackburn and
Southampton, winning 2 England
caps between 1993 and 1997 whilst
at Blackburn. Who am I?
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