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ELCOME to Munich
for England’s first visit
here since that magical
night in 2001! Looking ahead to
the game, this is our first away
Nations League fixture this year
that permits traveling fans. Sadly,
our other game in this window,
away in Hungary, had to be
played behind closed doors.

Germany v England
Allianz Arena, Munich
Tuesday, 7th June 2022
Kick–off 20.45, local time
England will probably
play in BLUE

Useful Numbers
Fans’ Embassy Helpline:
+44 7956 12 13 14
England Supporters Club (FA):
+44 7790 371 105
British Embassy:
+49 89 211090
Emergencies:
Police: 110
Fire: 112
Ambulance: 112

Contact Free Lions
Email: freelions@thefsa.org.uk
Gifts & Postcards to:
Free Lions, c/o the FSA
1, Ashmore Terrace
Stockton Road
Sunderland
SR2 7DE

We have received an allocation of
3,446 tickets for the fixture and
they are split into two categories.
Category 1 tickets are located closer
to the side-line of the pitch and
are priced at €45, while Category
2 tickets are priced at €25 and are
placed behind the goal.
The full section is interlinked and
the variation in view is barely
noticeable. The match will be taking
place at Bayern Munich’s, Allianz
Arena with kick-off at 8:45 pm
local time. The allocation meets the
UEFA requirement and is 5% of the
stadium capacity for the fixture.

However, this fixture is a very
attractive proposition for England
fans and as a result, we know there
will be some disappointed members
out there who have not been able to
get a ticket as the demand for this
game was extremely high.
As always at an England away game,
the FSA’s Fans’ Embassy is here to offer
any information, advice and assistance
you might need during your trip.
It’s a free and confidential service,
and if you need any help, we can be
contacted around the clock on
+44 7956 121314.

COVER STORY

Bakayo Saka, aged just 20, has made 14 international
appearances for England so far, scoring four goals, including two
in our last two away games against Andorra and San Marino. He’s
coming here on the back of another good season with Arsenal and
we’re sure this will be the first of a good number of appearances
he’ll make on the front cover of Free Lions.
THANK YOU

IT WASN’T ME
The Free Lions fanzine is produced by the
Football Supporters’ Association (FSA), the
national membership-based organisation for
fans. We have tried to ensure the accuracy of
all the information provided in this fanzine,
but can accept no responsibility for any loss,
injury or inconvenience suffered by anyone
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our Fans’ Embassy service

relying on its contents. None of the financial
support we have received to produce
Free Lions impacts on what we put in it.
Consequently, none of our supporters can be
held in any way responsible for the contents
of, nor the views expressed in, this fanzine.
Cover image courtesy of the FA.

Website: www.thefsa.org.uk
Email: freelions@thefsa.org.uk
FSF helpline: +44 7956 121314
@WeAreFreeLions
facebook.com/FreeLions

As ever, this fanzine has been a team effort.
This edition was edited by Matt Willis,
and thanks are due to Phil Rowley; Clive
Hetherington, Joe Hetherington; Richard
Weekes, Tony Conniford; Stephen Graham;
and Peter Daykin.

AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH CLIVE HETHERINGTON?

BY CLIVE HETHERINGTON

E

NGLAND are in “the group
of death’’ in the third
edition of the UEFA Nations
League. Before the Group A3
openers, this was how the Three
Lions’ three rivals fared during,
and after, Euro 2020.

HUNGARY
The Magyars punched above their
weight at last summer’s Euros –
despite finishing bottom of their
group. A 1-1 draw with world
champions France and 2-2 tussle
against Germany followed a 3-0
opening defeat to Portugal. Attila
Fiola gave Hungary a lead against
the French in a pulsating Puskas
Arena and they were ahead twice
through Adam Szalai and Andras
Schafer when they took on the
Germans in Munich.
But there was a reality check
when England stormed to a 4-0
win in their World Cup qualifier in
Budapest last September. Raheem
Sterling, Harry Kane, Harry Maguire
and Declan Rice netted.
Hungary then lost 1-0 in Albania
three days later before struggling
to beat visiting Andorra 2-1. Szalai
gave them the lead with a penalty
and Endre Botka doubled the
advantage. A month later, Albania
did the double over Hungary with
another 1-0 victory.
At Wembley, the Magyars took the
lead through midfielder Roland
Sallai’s spot-kick, but John Stones
levelled. A 4-0 home win against
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San Marino – Dominik Szoboszlai
scoring twice and Daniel Gazdag
and Balint Vescei also netting –
preceded Hungary’s 2-1 success
in Poland, where Schafer struck
the opener and Gazdag grabbed a
late winner. Qualifying for Qatar,
however, was already out of reach.
When Hungary returned to action
in March with two friendlies, they
were beaten 1-0 at home by Serbia
before Sallai’s solo effort snatched
victory in Northern Ireland.

GERMANY
England’s 2-0 victory over Germany
at Wembley in the round of 16 at
Euro 2020 was their first knockout
win against their old foes since the
World Cup was won in 1966.
Raheem Sterling’s deadlock-breaker
was followed by Harry Kane’s strike.
It might have been a different
story but for the heroics of England
keeper Jordan Pickford, who denied
Timo Werner and Kai Havertz, and
Thomas Muller’s miserable miss.
Germany lacked consistency, losing
their opening group game to
CLIVE’S VERDICT
England will doubtless find Germany
in vengeful mood after their
meeting at Wembley last summer.
The Three Lions’ 2-0 Euro 2020
victory was their first over Germany
in a knockout tournament since
1966 and all that. England have
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France through a Matt Hummels’
own goal. But they profited from
two own goals themselves, coming
from behind to beat Portugal 4-2.
Havertz and Robin Gosens made
the difference. They progressed
despite drawing with Hungary,
against whom Havertz and Leon
Goretzka replied.
After losing to England, the
Germans strung together eight
straights wins – seven in a row in
World Cup qualifying – before a 1-1
friendly draw in the Netherlands.
A tame 2-0 victory in Liechtenstein
gave no hint of the goal deluge
to come. Germany hit visitors
Armenia for six and won 4-0 in
Iceland. Then came a tight 2-1
home win over Romania.
But Germany’s firepower was
back in a 4-0 win away to North
Macedonia followed by a 9-0
annihilation of Liechtenstein. The
Group winners completed their
World Cup qualifiers with a 4-1
win away to Armenia and in March
won 2-0 at home to Israel before
drawing with the Dutch.
Germany 2, England 2
enjoyed three notable successes
in Germany since the country’s
reunification, most memorably the
5-1 World Cup qualifying win at
Munich’s Olympic Stadium in 2001,
when Michael Owen hit a hat-trick.
Expect a tighter affair.

Receive urgent info:
Sign up to Free Lions’ FREE SMS text service
Text “UPDATES” to +44 7956 121314

GERMANY – THE KEY THREE by Joe Hetherington
MANUEL NEUER
The skipper may be
one of the game’s
great goalkeepers,
but there is little
love lost between him
and England fans. Shortly after
Germany’s 4-1 win over the Three
Lions at the 2010 World Cup,
Neuer admitted he “fooled’’ the
referee into not awarding Frank
Lampard a clear goal. The Bayern
Munich icon boasts the most
clean sheets – more than 200 – in
Bundesliga history, having beaten
Oliver Kahn’s mark. Now 36, Neuer
faces the challenge of Barcelona’s
Marc-Andre ter Stegen – six years
his junior and with whom he
has an uneasy relationship – for
Germany’s No1 spot.

ANTONIO
RUDIGER
Winning
last season’s
Champions League
and the Club World
Cup this February, were highlights
for the centre-back in his five years
with Chelsea. He also won the FA
Cup in 2018, figured in the Europa
League-winning campaign the next
year, and collected a European Super
Cup winner’s medal on the eve of this
season, but a Premier League title
gong eluded him. Rudiger, 29, joined
from Roma for around £30million
and became an outstanding defender
in England’s top flight. He began his
senior career with VfB Stuttgart and
moved to Italy, initially on loan, before
an £8m switch in 2016.

KAI HAVERTZ
The forward has
assured himself
of legendary
Chelsea status,
having scored the
only goal of the 2021 Champions
League final victory over Manchester
City, and the winner from the penalty
spot against Palmeiras in the Club
World Cup showpiece four months
ago. Havertz, 22, also featured in the
Blues’ European Super Cup triumph
last August. After being on the losing
side to Leicester in last season’s FA
Cup final, he missed May’s Wembley
defeat by Liverpool with a hamstring
issue. His senior bow for Germany
came in 2018 and he joined
Chelsea from Bayer Leverkusen for
£70million-plus in 2020.

ITALY

Ten-man Wales, with Ethan
Ampadu sent off, put up more
resistance but Matteo Pessina’s
goal was sufficient.

Yet momentum was lost as Italy
resumed World Cup qualifying with
a 1-1 draw at home to Bulgaria,
Chiesa again scoring first.

Beating Austria 2-1 at Wembley
required extra-time in which
Pessina scored again after Federico
Chiesa’s opener. And Italy saw off
the challenge of Belgium in the
quarter-finals, Nicolo Barella and
Insigne scoring.

A goalless draw in Switzerland
followed before a 5-0 win over
visiting Lithuania. But they needed
Giovanni Di Lorenzo to level at home
to Switzerland and another goalless
stalemate in Northern Ireland
consigned Italy to a Palermo play-off
with North Macedonia, which they
lost 1-0 in stoppage time.

The Azzurri were England’s
conquerors in the cruellest fashion in
the final of Euro 2020 at Wembley.
Astonishingly, however, Roberto
Mancini’s men have since failed
to qualify for a second successive
World Cup.
Italy won all three group games
at the Euros without conceding.
An own goal got them going
against Turkey before Ciro
Immobile and Lorenzo Insigne
finished the Italian job. It was
Switzerland next and 3-0 again
with a Manuel Locatelli double
and another from Immobile.
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Penalties were decisive after that
as they overcame Spain – Chiesa
netting a normal-time opener in a
1-1 draw – and crushed England’s
dreams after Leonardo Bonucci
countered Luke Shaw’s strike.

Website: www.thefsa.org.uk
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FSF helpline: +44 7956 121314
@WeAreFreeLions
facebook.com/FreeLions

A 3-2 friendly win in Turkey – Bryan
Cristante and Giacomo Raspadori’s
brace securing victory – barely
lifted spirits.
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GROUP OF DEATH!

GERMANY MUSIC QUIZ

13

ELCOME to Munich,
Germany’s third-biggest
city and the capital
of Bavaria for England’s first
Nations League fixture against
Germany. England have played
in Munich before, a memorable
night in September 2001.

1
2

‘‘A little bit of Monica in my
life, A little bit of Erica by my
side’ are lyrics from which Europewide hit in 1999 by German singersongwriter, Lou Bega?

3

Which German city is the title
of a Regina Spektor song from
2006, and also the title of a song
by German band Die Toten Hosen
who hail from this city?

4

Which boy band, famous for
numerous hits including the
2001 No 1s, ‘Too Close’ and ‘If You
Come Back’, represented the UK at
the Eurovision Song Contest of 2011
which was held in Germany?

YOUR FREE LIONS GUIDE

W

...where all the questions,
answers, or indeed both, have
something to do with Germany.

The lyrics to the song ‘Zoo
Station’ were inspired by a
story about Berlin Zoo, and is
the first track on the 1991 album
‘Achtung Baby’ by which band?

WELCOME TO MUNICH

ANSWERS
ON PAGE

Question 3: Regina Spektor

5

Regarded as pioneers of
electronic music, which
German band, whose name
translates as ‘Power station’ in
English, produced numerous
seminal albums such as ‘Autobahn’
and ‘The Man Machine’?

6

...and which English electronic
band, most famous for hits
such as, ‘Souvenir’ and ‘Enola
Gay’ in the 80s, released the song
‘Dresden’ in 2013?

7

Why were Munich based R&B
duo Milli Vanilli stripped of the
Grammy they won as Best New
Artist in 1990?

8

In which German city was The
Star Club where the Beatles
honed their craft in the early 60s,
playing over 280 gigs in the city?

9

Douglas Colvin moved to
Berlin as an infant with his GI
dad and German mother and
on returning to American as a
teenager, went on to form which
iconic band whose members all
used the same surname?

10

Known as The Berlin
Trilogy, the albums ‘Low’,
‘Heroes’ and ‘Lodger’ were
recorded between 1977 and 1979
by which iconic English singer?

England ran out comfortable 5 -1
winners and as the song goes, even
Heskey scored!
That game took place in the
Olympiastadion, this fixture will
take place in the Allianz Arena,
home to Bayern Munich, one of the
two major clubs here in Munich,
the other being 1860 Munich.
Munich has a population of close
to 1.5m people, making it bigger
than any city in England, excluding
London of course.
We’re sure many of you will be
happy to read that in Bavaria, beer
is not considered to be an alcoholic

Odeonsplatz: Location of the FSA Fans’ Embassy

beverage, rather it is seen as food!
You’ll not struggle to find a decent
drink here, almost half of all
German breweries are located in
Bavaria, 647 to be exact.
Munich is further north than any
city in the United States and
famously hosts ‘Oktoberfest’,
the world’s largest Volksfest,
or (beer festival).

mid-September, not in October, as
it did until 1871.
It now finishes on the first
weekend in October, believed to
be for the simple reason that the
weather is better in September.

Despite the name, the
festival actually starts in

TICKET COLLECTION POINT (TCP)
FSA FANS’ EMBASSY

A

REGULAR feature of all
England away games for
the last twenty years or
so, we’re now looking forward to
operating our first Fans’ Embassy
of the current calendar year.
The Football Supporters’ Association’s
Fans’ Embassy service will be on
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hand in Munich to offer any advice,
information, and assistance that you
might need to make your trip go
smoothly. Subject to securing official
permission from local authorities in
Munich, the Fans’ Embassy will be
based at Odeonsplatz (pictured p7),
in central Munich, around a 5-10
minute walk from Marienplatz.

We will be operating on the
afternoon of Monday 6th June,
and then on match day (Tuesday
7th June) from around 10:00
through to about 16:00.
We will of course be contactable
around the clock via the helpline
on +44 7956 121314.

Receive urgent info:
Sign up to Free Lions’ FREE SMS text service
Text “UPDATES” to +44 7956 121314

I

T’LL come as no surprise to
you to find out it’s 100%
collection for ESTC members
here in Munich, which means
that every individual must collect
their own ticket in person.
Remember to take up-to-date
photo ID with you, and it will
speed up the process if you can
remember the name of the lead
member who purchased the tickets
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for your group, this helps the
FA staff locate yours more easily.
The ticket collection point in
Munich is located at Le Meridien
Hotel which is located just outside
of München Hauptbahnhof
(Central Station).
Ticket collection will be slightly
different for this game and will
run over a three day period

Website: www.thefsa.org.uk
Email: freelions@thefsa.org.uk
FSF helpline: +44 7956 121314
@WeAreFreeLions
facebook.com/FreeLions

starting on Sunday
5th June. There will be no ticket
collection point at the stadium for
this fixture.
TICKET COLLECTION POINT
OPERATING TIMES
• Sunday 5 June: 5pm - 9pm
• Monday 6 June: 10am - 7pm
• Tuesday 7 June: 10am - 8pm
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MUNICH

FSA Fans’ Embassy:
Odeonsplatz

FA Ticket Collection:
Le Meridien Hotel

YOUR FREE LIONS GUIDE

THE STADIUM

T

HE Allianz Arena is the
second biggest stadium in
Germany, with a capacity
of 75,000. It’s an ultra modern
stadium situated outside of the
city but easily reachable from
central Munich, it’s a first visit for
England to this stadium which
was completed in May 2005.
The ground is home of the last ten
title winners of the Bundesliga,
Bayern Munich. It has also hosted
a champions league final and four
fixtures at last year’s UEFA Euro 2020.

GETTING TO THE GROUND

T

HE Allianz Arena is located
outside of the centre of
the city to the northeast
but can easily be reached from
the centre of Munich.
The easiest and best way to get to
the stadium is by using the U-Bahn
(Underground).

The stop for the stadium is
Fröttmaning and is on line U6
of the Munich U-Bahn system, if
you’re spending the matchday
afternoon in central Munich you
can jump on U6 at Marienplatz or
Odeonsplatz.
Take U4 or U5 from Hauptbanhof
and change to U6 at Odeonsplatz,
close to the FA’s ticket collection
point for this fixture.
Accessibility to the away end
makes it difficult for other modes
of transport, taxis are available
but they’re not cheap. Get them to
drop you at Fröttmaning station
if that’s your preferred mode of
transport to the game.
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The stadium is bowl like in shape
and has three tiers to it. England
fans will be housed in the top tier
of the stadium in blocks 339 – 347,
with an allocation of 3,446 tickets.
The view from most areas of the
stadium is pretty good, however the
view in the away end is similar to
that of the view from the away end
at St James’ Park (Newcastle United),
in other words rather far away.
The Allianz Arena has what is
considered a rather unique lighting
system. The panels on the exterior
appear white from far away but
when examined closely, there are
little dots on the panels. From
afar, the eye combines the dots
and sees white. Each panel can be
independently lit which means when
we attend the game, the stadium
will likely be lit in the colours of the
German national team.

Receive urgent info:
Sign up to Free Lions’ FREE SMS text service
Text “UPDATES” to +44 7956 121314
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WELCOME TO MUNICH
COVID REQUIREMENTS

A

T the time of writing
there are no covid
requirements at the
stadium: you do not have to
wear a face-covering to enter,
nor when at your seat.
However, there is a requirement
to wear a FFP-2 standard facecovering on all public transport
in the state of Bavaria. We also
advise that you have your COVID
travel certificate either printed out
or available on your phone as you
may need to show this at hotels
and restaurants.

The view from the away end

GROUND RULES

K

ICK-OFF is scheduled
for 20:45 local time and
the gates will open two
hours earlier, at 18:45.
England fans will be directed
to their entrance which can be
accessed from Fröttmaning
U-bahn Station, a hard ticket check
will take place at this point then
there is a 15 minute walk to the
turnstile for the England Sector.
On arrival at the ground there will
be a visual ticket check and then
a full body search by stewards
accompanied by uniformed police
just in front of the turnstiles.
The searches will of course take
time, so arriving well before
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kick-off is advised; we have been
warned that the search regime
will not be relaxed in the event of
people arriving late, and it’s a long
way to come to miss the start.

Flags of the standard 1.5 x 2
meters will be permitted on entry
to the stadium, as long as they
display no offensive or political
text or images.

The usual list of prohibited items
will apply, so no guns or knives!
But specifically, no prams, fruit and
thankfully, selfie sticks! It should
be noted that power banks are
also on the banned items list and
will be removed if you have one.

There is no agreed procedure for early
admittance for flags for this fixture.
For flag-hangers amongst you, there
is a prime hanging location at the
front of the away sector but we have
been advised if they overhang and
obstruct the view in the lower tier,
they will be removed.

In what now seems to be a
universal bag policy, at the Allianz
Arena for this game, bags bigger
than an A4 piece of paper will not
be permitted entry and there will
be no facilities for the storage of
any items deemed impermissible.
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Finally, there will be no alcohol on
sale in the ground and no food
or drink will be allowed to be
consumed in view of the pitch.
We do not anticipate a hold-back
post-match.

GETTING AROUND

YOUR FREE LIONS GUIDE

THINGS TO SEE AND DO

EATING & DRINKING

M

UNICH is pretty easy
to navigate and has
a brilliant transport
network that prominently
revolves around the U-Bahn
system that covers the
metropolitan area. This is by
far and away the best and
cheapest way to navigate this
fantastic city.

Taxis and Ubers are readily
available in Munich but they’re
rather expensive.
TIPS
• Health Insurance Cards are valid
in Germany, but it may be wise to
take out insurance if you haven’t
done so already.
• It is permitted to drink alcohol in
public and on the streets.

M

UNICH has an
abundance of things
to do and see, it’s
steeped in history and best of
all the majority is accessible
on foot.
Start off by paying a visit to
Marienplatz square, it is Munich’s
heart in the centre of the city and
has been since 1158 when it was
established. Back then, it hosted
events for local Bavarians, such
as jousts and executions. That’s
not the case now, you’ll likely see
it full of restaurants selling local
bratwurst and beer.

• Wi-Fi access in Germany is
notoriously poor, however you
won’t struggle to find locations
that provide free but low quality
Wi-Fi access.

A large public park that runs from
the city center to the north-eastern
city limits. The Englischer Garten
contains several popular beer
gardens, a handful of monuments,
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There are several stunning vantage
points offering panoramic views
of the city and beyond. In the city
centre you will find an 85-metrehigh observatory tower in the
Neues Rathaus and the viewing
platform in St Peters Church, both
of which offer great views.
For those of you that like to visit
a museum, you need to head to
Kunstareal which is packed with
museums, galleries, and academic
institutions of every flavour.
Finally, there’s Olympiastadion,
the football stadium where
the Three Lions famously beat
Germany 5-1. To get there, take the
U-Bahn system, get off at Station
Olympic Center.
There’s also a ferris wheel there if
that’s your thing.

Receive urgent info:
Sign up to Free Lions’ FREE SMS text service
Text “UPDATES” to +44 7956 121314

I

T goes without saying that
there is no shortage of great
places to eat and drink.
Across Munich, you are likely to
pay €4-5 for a large beer and
around €1-2 for a bratwurst!
Within walking distance of the
main station, there is Augustinian
Cellar, considered to be one of the
best places in the city and it boasts
capacity for up to 5000 people!
The famous Hofbräuhaus can be
found in the city centre and is the
most iconic destination in the city
to have a beer! There are many
more large beer gardens across the
city, interestingly almost every beer

Quiz

• Mobile Data is included in most
packages for Germany.

Around a ten-minute walk from
Marienplatz you will find the
Englischer Garten, that’s the
English Garden for you and me.

and a lovely boating lake. Sure
to be a popular location on Bank
Holiday Monday here in Munich.

garden has large chestnut trees,
which originally had the function of
providing shade to the beer cellars
below, keeping the beer cool so
that it lasted longer!
Dubliner Irish Pub and Kilians
Irish Pub will no doubt be heavily
populated across the period that
England fans are in town. They
are both located centrally. For
traditionalists amongst you who
would like to sample the local
McDonalds, Burger Kings, or KFC,
you needn’t worry, they’re in an
abundance across the city centre.
The culinary diversity in Munich
leaves nothing to be desired.

Music Quiz (Page 6)
1. U2 2. ‘Mambo No 5 (A Little Bit)’ 3. Dusseldorf
4. Blue 5. Kraftwerk 6. OMD (Orchestral
Manoeuvres in the Dark) 7. It was discovered
that they hadn’t sung on any of their records 8.
Hamburg 9. The Ramones 10. David Bowie

You will need a valid ticket for your
travel, including - on matchday - to
and from the stadium. There is also
the S-bahn that offers travel to and
from Munich Airport and takes
you straight into the city centre.

Marienplatz

Answers
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Pizzarias, Greek taverns or even
African and vegan restaurants are
now all over the city, just like the
beer gardens!
For many visitors however, a
visit to a traditional Bavarian inn
should not be missed. Munich
cuisine is very hearty and above
all meat-heavy, most famously
is ‘Weisswurst’, which is a white
sausage consumed in the morning.
The other local delicacy is ‘Wos
gscheids’, more familiarly known
as pork knuckle. In this part of the
world it is commonly served with
bread and a potato dumpling, as
well as a portion of coleslaw.
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Football Quiz (Page 16)
1. American 2. Sven Goran Eriksson 3. Oldham
Athletic 4. Everton 5. Iran 6. Bristol Rovers 7. Porto
(Portugal) 8. Tranmere Rovers 9. Tottenham Hotspur
Stadium 10. Wilfried Zaha
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HEY JUDE
PAGE 14

I

F Neil Diamond’s ‘Sweet
Caroline’ became an England
anthem during last summer’s
Euro 2020 tournament, then The
Beatles’ ‘Hey Jude’ may be due a
regular airing before too long.
As Gareth Southgate’s men renew
hostilities with Germany here at
Bayern Munich’s Allianz Arena
in their Nations League Group
A3 clash, one England player is
familiar on both sides of the divide.
Jude Bellingham, still short of his
19th birthday, is a precocious talent
who many already see as destined
to be the heartbeat of England’s
midfield for years to come.
When he made his Birmingham
City debut in August 2019 at the
tender age of 16 years and 38 days,
Bellingham beat former England
forward Trevor Francis by 101 days
to become the Blues’ youngestever first-team player.
A stunning £25million move
to Bundesliga giants Borussia
Dortmund followed just under a
year later and the trajectory of
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Bellingham’s career has remained
onward and upward.
The plaudits keep coming,
especially on the back of his
dominant display in England’s 3-0
friendly win over Ivory Coast at
Wembley in March.
And ex-England striker Ian Wright
reckons that, in tandem with
another product of the Midlands
– Manchester City’s former Aston
Villa winger Jack Grealish – Three
Lions manager Southgate has two
players with destructive qualities.
Wright said: “We know what
Bellingham is capable of. Everybody
is very excited about him and
Birmingham fans have been saying
for years how great he has been.
“We’re now seeing his potential.
He and Jack Grealish are what
we need. What we’re seeing with
him is somebody in the No10 role,
pressing, and in terms of creativity,
he and Grealish can break teams
down given the ball in certain
areas. You want Bellingham to play
regularly because his natural game

CONTACT CLIVE VIA FREELIONS@THEFSA.ORG.UK
is to try to get forward. He’ll score
more goals in time.”

manager while Speakman was in
charge of the Blues’ academy.

But Wright’s fellow ITV pundit,
former Manchester United skipper
Roy Keane, believes Bellingham’s
ability is such that no-one should
try to “label him”.

Crosby said: “Kristjaan had a big say
in Bellingham’s development. He
brought him into Birmingham and
brought other decent young players
through, like Demarai Gray, who’s

Keane said: “I’m confused every
time I listen to interviews. People
say he’s a ten, he’s an eight, he’s a
six. Just get on with the game!
“Whatever role he’s asked to play,
he can do it. Don’t try to label him.
He can obviously play in a number of
positions. Like a lot of good, young
players, the key for him is playing
week-in, week-out for a big club like
the one he’s with in Germany.
“Every time he plays for England he
looks so comfortable. He’s playing
like he’s played 50 or 60 times for
England.
“He’s so mature, he’s got everything
in his locker and I can’t speak highly
enough of him, and he’ll obviously
be a mainstay for England for
the next ten to 15 years. He’s an
amazing talent.”
Bellingham’s development at
Birmingham was overseen by
Kristjaan Speakman, now sporting
director with Sunderland.
Former Black Cats boss Malcolm
Crosby, who led Sunderland to an
FA Cup final loss to Liverpool 30
years ago, was Birmingham’s chief
scout and, briefly, joint-caretaker
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now at Everton. Kristjaan was head
of Birmingham’s academy. It was
well run and he had good coaching
staff around him.”
Birmingham’s
Bellingham
production line

doesn’t end there. Younger brother
and fellow midfielder Jobe, an
England Under-17 international
who was 16 years and 107 days
when he debuted for the
Blues, is already
attracting
attention.

OBITUARIES: RAY KENNEDY

R

AY KENNEDY, who died last
year, was a member of the
all-conquering Liverpool side
of the late 1970s and early ‘80s.
A striker with Arsenal when they
won the League and FA Cup
double in 1971, Kennedy became
an accomplished midfielder at
Liverpool and one of the most
highly decorated players in the
English game.
Signed in the summer of ’74 for a
then-club-record £200,000 – just
as Bill Shankly was announcing his
retirement as Liverpool manager
to be succeeded by Bob Paisley
– Kennedy went on to become a
three-time European Cup winner in
’77, ’78 and ’81 and collected five
league title medals.
He moved to Swansea halfway
through the ‘81-’82 season, but
having played enough games to
qualify for a medal when Paisley’s side
won the League title that season.
Kennedy then returned to his
native north-east at Hartlepool
before a brief spell as player-

PRODUCES FREE LIONS

manager of
Cypriot side
Pezoporikos
and time at nonleague Ashington,
but in late ’84 it was
confirmed he was suffering with
Parkinson’s Disease.
On the international front, he won
17 England caps, a goal on his
debut in a 2-1 win over Wales at
Wrexham in March ’76 being the
first of three for his country.
In September ’77, Kennedy was
one of six Liverpool players picked
by manager Ron Greenwood for
his first match in charge of the
Three Lions. It was an experiment
that didn’t work as England
were held to a goalless draw by
Switzerland at Wembley.
Kennedy died on November 30,
aged 70, and Ron Flowers left us
in the same month. The Wolves
legend, who won three league
titles and an FA Cup in making
more than 500 appearances for the
club, was on standby to play in the
1966 World Cup final.
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England
manager Alf
Ramsey told
Flowers on the
eve of the 4-2 win
over West Germany that
Jack Charlton was ill and, if he
was unable to play the next day,
the man from Molineux was in
line to take his place. But Charlton
recovered and Flowers did not kick
a ball during the entire tournament.
The wing half and later central
defender, however, received a
winner’s medal when all members
of the ’66 squad were finally
recognised in 2009.
Flowers, who captained his country
three times and won 49 caps – scoring
ten goals – did play in the 1962 World
Cup in Chile, where he was England’s
top scorer with two penalties.
He is regarded as one of the Three
Lions’ greatest penalty-takers,
having converted each of the six
he took.
He passed away on November 12,
aged 87.
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AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH CLIVE HETHERINGTON?

BY CLIVE HETHERINGTON

GERMANY SQUAD WORDSEARCH
Goalkeepers:

Manuel
NEUER
Marc-André TER STEGEN
Kevin
TRAPP

Defenders:

Matthias
Christian
Benjamin
Thilo
Robin
David
Antonio
Nico
Jonathan

GINTER
GÜNTER
HENRICHS
KEHRER
KOCH
RAUM
RÜDIGER
SCHLOTTERBECK
TAH

FC Bayern
FC Barcelona
Eintracht Frankfurt
Borussia MGB
SC Freiburg
RB Leipzig
Paris Saint-Germain
Leeds United
TSG Hoffenheim
Chelsea
SC Freiburg
Bayer Leverkusen

Midfielders/Attackers:

Julian
Julian
Ilkay
Kai
Joshua
Thomas
Jamal
Florian
Lukas
Leroy
Anton
Julian
Timo

DRAXLER
BRANDT
GÜNDOGAN
HAVERTZ
KIMMICH
MÜLLER
MUSIALA
NEUHAUS
NMECHA
SANÉ
STACH
WEIGL
WERNER

Paris Saint-Germain
Borussia Dortmund
Manchester City
Chelsea
FC Bayern
FC Bayern
FC Bayern
Borussia MGB
VfL Wolfsburg
FC Bayern
1. FSV Mainz 05
Benfica
Chelsea

SCOUSE PHIL’S

1
2

P

RINT deadlines again mean we’ve had to use squad
members from Germany’s March games, but that
doesn’t stop the fun: while away some time by
finding the surnames of the Germany squad hidden in the
Wordsearch grid and maybe a guest appearance from a
score the last time we played in Munich…

What nationality is Man City‘s
reserve keeper Zack Steffen?
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8

side in all 4 divisions next season
who have not won anything
(promotion or a trophy) this century?

Which League Two club does
soon to retire referee Mike
Dean support?

9

Which ex England manager’s
latest managerial role was
manager of the Philippines
national team?

5

Who will be England’s first
opponents at the 2022 World
Cup Finals?

Which Premier League ground
hosted this season’s Rugby
League Challenge Cup Final?

3

6

10

Which club were relegated
into the Nationwide League in
May, the first club to drop into
non- league having played in the
Premier League?

Which team won the last
game of the League Two
season 7-0, thereby pipping
Northampton Town to promotion
on goals scored?

4

7

...and with their relegation
who will be the only League

In which city was last season’s
Champions League final held?

In 1992 I was born in, and
now play for, the Ivory
Coast, having played two friendlies
for England in 2012-13 whilst
at my current club. I am the last
outfield player from outside the
Premier League to represent
England. Who am I?

