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Fans’ Embassy Helpline: 
+974 5998 6036 (local); or
+44 7956 12 13 14 
England Supporters Club (FA): 
+44 7790 371 105
British Embassy: 
+974 4496 2000
Emergencies:  
Police: 999
Ambulance: 999

Iran v England
Khalifa International Stadium

Monday, 21st November 2022

Kick–off 16:00, local time 

England will probably  
play in WHITE

COVER STORY
In the front cover picture Harry Kane is sporting a ‘One Love’ 
armband which he will wear throughout the tournament. The 
armband is worn as a visible show of support for inclusion in 
football, something the Free Lions team fully endorse. Harry Kane 
will be joined in wearing this along with skippers from Wales, the 
Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany and Switzerland.

THANK YOU

As ever, this fanzine has been a team effort. 

This edition was edited by Matt Willis and 
Ashley Brown. Thanks are due to Phil Rowley, 
Clive Hetherington, Joe Hetherington, Richard 
Weekes, Tony Conniford, Philip Reed, Paul 
Foley and Peter Daykin.

IT WASN’T ME

The Free Lions fanzine is produced by the 
Football Supporters’ Association (FSA), the 
national membership-based organisation for 
fans. We have tried to ensure the accuracy of 
all the information provided in this fanzine, 
but can accept no responsibility for any loss, 
injury or inconvenience suffered by anyone 

relying on its contents. None of the financial 
support we have received to produce 
Free Lions impacts on what we put in it. 
Consequently, none of our supporters can be 
held in any way responsible for the contents 
of, nor the views expressed in, this fanzine. 
Cover image courtesy of the FA.

WELCOME to 
Doha, for the 
22nd World 

Cup and the first in this 
region. England will 
take on Iran, the USA 
and Wales this month, 
and hopefully a few 
more after that! First up 
though it’s Iran at the 
Khalifa Stadium for a 
4pm (local time) kick off.

Some of you will recall that 
England have played in Qatar before, 
a friendly against Brazil in November 
2009. England lost that game 1-0 with 
Nilmar scoring a 47th minute goal. 

I’m sure those of you who were in 
attendance for that game will already 
have noticed the stark difference in 
Doha from 13 years ago.

This is the first World Cup in the 
Middle East and the Qataris have 
promised to put on a party, albeit there 
will be clear differences to historic 

tournaments. But we hope that they 
are right and we can enjoy the trip 
alongside the 31 other nations.

As always at an England away game, 
or at a tournament in this case, 
the FSA’s Fans’ Embassy is here to 
offer any information, advice and 
assistance you might require during 
your stay.

It’s a free and confidential service, 
and if you need any help, we can be 
contacted around the clock on  
+974 5998 6036.
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BY CLIVE HETHERINGTON 
IRAN: MEMORIES OF ‘78

MENTION of Iran in 
a football context 
throws thoughts back 

to the World Cup of 1978.

England were distant onlookers, 
of course, having failed to qualify 
for two consecutive tournaments, 
but there was intense interest 
when Scotland, the UK’s sole 
representatives in Argentina, faced 
Iran in their second group game.

The men from the Middle East, 
competing in their first World Cup, 
were an unknown quantity. 

While Iran had lost 3-0 to hotly-
fancied Holland in their opening 
match, Scotland had suffered a 
shattering 3-1 defeat to Peru. Despite 
that, the boisterous Tartan Army 
felt victory was as good as assured 
against minnows Iran in Cordoba.

But what transpired was a 
damaging embarrassment for Ally 
MacLeod’s side. After being gifted 
a half-time lead shortly before the 
break, courtesy of an own goal by 
defender Andranik Eskandarian, the 
Scots were rocked when midfielder 
Iraj Danaeifard (pictured), who 

died in December 2018 aged 67, 
equalised on the hour.

Scotland then pulled off a 
memorable 3-2 victory over 
the Netherlands, who 
were destined to lose 
to Argentina in the 
final, but it was 
all in vain and 
MacLeod’s men 
were out. Iran, 
meanwhile, ended 
the tournament with 
a dose of reality as they 
were beaten 4-1 by group 
winners Peru.

Iran have risen through the world 
rankings since those days and have 
gone on to qualify for a further five 
World Cups, and each of the last 
three including the current edition, 
though they have never progressed 
beyond the opening stage.

At the last World Cup in Russia, 
with Sir Alex Ferguson’s former 
Manchester United assistant Carlos 
Queiroz in charge as he was at 
the tournament in Brazil in 2014 
and as he is again this winter, 
Iran finished third in their group, 

beating Morocco 1-0 through 
forward Aziz Bouhaddouz’s own 
goal deep in stoppage time. 

They then only lost to Diego 
Costa’s fortunate effort 

for Spain and drew 
1-1 with Portugal, 
against whom 
experienced striker 
Karim Ansarifard – 
who spent a spell at 

Nottingham Forest 
in 2018-19 – levelled 

with an added-time 
penalty awarded with the 

assistance of VAR.

It represented Iran’s best 
performance at a World Cup, 
though they had also come third 
in their group 20 years earlier 
in France where they celebrated 
wildly after winning their grudge 
match with the USA 2-1 in Lyon. 

In a game gripped by geopolitics, 
midfielder Hamid Estili and 
wingback Mehdi Mahdavikia were 
Iran’s scorers before striker Brian 
McBride, who would later become 
a favourite with Fulham, reduced 
the deficit. 

The rivalry will be renewed when 
Iran clash with the Americans at Al 
Thumama Stadium in Doha. Before 
then, Iran face England here at 
the Khalifa International Stadium 
as Queiroz takes charge of his 
first competitive match since his 
dramatic return in September.

The Portuguese coach was 
rehired after the Iranians parted 
company with Dragan Skocic 
amid a shambolic period which 
saw the Croatian seemingly 
sacked then reinstated in the 
summer following reports 
of squad unrest – only to be 
ultimately dismissed.

Iran, known as Team Melli, sent a 
warning to England by beating a 
Uruguay side including Liverpool 
striker Darwin Nunez and ex-Kop 
frontman Luis Suarez in a warm-up 
game in Sankt Polten, Austria. 
Porto forward Mehdi Taremi scored 
the only goal of the game in the 
79th minute.

Again in Austria, in Maria 
Enzersdorf, Iran then drew 1-1 with 
African champions Senegal. Iranian 
defender Morteza Pouraliganji 
conceded an own goal ten minutes 
into the second half and forward 
Sardar Azmoun levelled nine 
minutes later.

IRAN – THE KEY THREE by Joe Hetherington

England meet Iran for the first time 
in a game which could shape this 
tournament for both sides. It has 
hardly been the ideal build-up for 
Gareth Southgate’s Three Lions 
following their relegation from the 
Nations League amid a six-match 

winless streak. Iran, meanwhile, 
claimed a notable win in beating 
Uruguay in their penultimate warm-
up game. With the USA and Wales 
to come, England face a challenge, 
but expect them to make a winning 
start – just.

CLIVE’S VERDICT

But Iran’s World Cup build-up 
has been overshadowed by their 
government’s brutal crackdown on 
widespread protests in the country 
following the death of Mahsa Amini, 
22, after her detention for allegedly 
wearing her hijab inappropriately. 
Some Iran players have expressed 
support for the protestors, and the 
entire team wore black jackets 
while the national anthems played 
before the Senegal game.

There were also calls from various 
quarters for FIFA to kick Iran out of 
the World Cup after accusations that 
the country has given military support 
to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

England 2, Iran 1
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MEHDI TAREMI
Physically imposing 
and a penalty 
specialist, Taremi is 

capable of causing 
problems for any 

defence. He made his international 
debut in 2015, and played an 
integral part in his country’s World 
Cup qualifying campaign as well 
as scoring the only goal of the 
game in his last match for Iran in 
an eye-catching friendly win over 
Uruguay. The 30-year-old moved 
to Portuguese side Rio Ave in 2019 
from Qatar’s Al-Gharafa, and his 
performances quickly attracted the 
interest of league rivals Porto. The 
striker scored 26 goals for Porto 
last season and has been linked 
with a move to Arsenal.
 

 
EHSAN HAJSAFI
With more than 
100 caps to 
his name and 

having made 
appearances in the 

last two World Cups, Hajsafi has 
been a near ever-present in Iran’s 
team for the past 14 years. A utility 
man capable of playing across 
midfield and defence, the 32-year-
old has an eye for goal, recording 
a brace against India in 2016, and 
he is also an accomplished crosser. 
After the first of three stints 
with former Iranian champions 
Sepahan, Hajsafi had a brief spell 
in Germany with FSV Frankfurt 
and has since spent time in Greece 
with Panionios, Olympiakos and his 
current team, AEK Athens.

SARDAR 
AZMOUN
There are only 
a handful of 

players at this 
World Cup with more 

international goals than Azmoun. 
The 27-year-old’s 41 places him third 
on his country’s all-time top scorers’ 
list; however, he remains some way 
off Iranian legend Ali Daei, who 
scored a remarkable 109 times for 
his nation. Azmoun has spent almost 
his entire career playing in Russia for 
the likes of Rostov, Rubin Kazan and 
Zenit Saint Petersburg, though earlier 
this year he transferred to Germany’s 
Bayer Leverkusen. The striker was 
one of the standout players of the 
2019 Asian Cup and scored in the 
quarter-final against China.
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STUFF YOU NEED TO KNOW
CULTURAL DIFFERENCES

It’s fair to say that the cultural 
differences in Qatar have 
caused some concern and 

confusion to the England faithful. 

You will have seen from the FA, 
Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (FCDO)) and 
Qatari Supreme Committee various 
pieces of advice of what you can/
cannot and should/should not do 
in Qatar. 

Their advice is factual and should 
be considered throughout your 
time in Qatar, Free Lions will 
attempt to give its interpretation 
of the facts.

We’ve been told by the Qataris, 
they want all visitors to feel 
welcome, so albeit some of the 
customs and culture of Qatar might 
feel alien to us, if all goes well we 
should all get along fine. 

The Qatari Weekend 

Let’s start with something easy, 
the Qatari weekend is Friday & 
Saturday, you may find some things 
closed on a Friday which is the 
Holy day. We do expect bars & 
licensed restaurants to still be open 
on a Friday, but their hours might 
be limited.

Alcohol  & Going Out 

Do not take any alcohol into the 
country, it doesn’t matter if it’s only 
a couple of the flight drinks that 
have conveniently fallen into your 
hand luggage, it really isn’t worth it. 

It would feel a bit of a wasted trip 
if you didn’t get past customs in 
Doha before being deported.

If you are going out for a few 
beers, feel free to have fun and 
enjoy the atmosphere, but when 
you leave remember where you are. 

Don’t try to smuggle out any half 
empty drinks, and if you have a 
bit of a journey, it might be worth 
a quick trip to the khazi on the 
way out. 

Being caught relieving the pressure 
up against a wall is not likely to go 
down well.

Singing and chanting about Harry 
Maguire while walking down the 
street after leaving the pub is 
rather alien to the locals but if this 
is what you’re doing, you should 
be OK if you keep it relatively clean 
and you’re not bouncing off the 
walls as you’re doing it. 

It’s probably worth keeping an eye 
on your mate to check he’s holding 
it together, rather than sticking 
another Jaeger in front of him 
when he’s already on his way out.

The key thing to remember is if you 
are challenged, listen respectfully 
and do as you are asked. 

If you respond positively it’s likely, 
you’ll be happily sent on your way 
without any further grief. 

What to wear  

A number of Free Lions readers, 
particularly our female ones, have 
been asking about clothing. You 
will see a mix of clothing from 
the locals, perhaps surprisingly 
you might see more men dressed 
in authentic Arab dress than the 
women, and to be honest it is an 
intriguing site in a football stadium. 

However, visitors can pretty much 
dress as we like provided we follow 
a few simple rules. Firstly, wear 
some clothing, and we mean this 
in all seriousness for our male 
readers. Walking down the road 
or standing in a stadium swinging 
your top around your head is not 
considered acceptable to the locals, 
they’ve gone as far as to put this 
into their official advice, with a 
what might seem ridiculous to us 
threat of ejection from the stadium 
if you are topless. 

If Mason Mount has just scored his 
third hat trick of the tournament and 
the excitement has got the better of 
you. Just remember that if you do get 
the tap on the shoulder, apologise 
and stick your top back on quickly.

Elsewhere around the City it’s 
generally fine to wear shorts/skirts 
etc, but if you are in the vicinity of 
Government buildings, museums 
or religious places; protocol states 
you should cover your shoulders 
and knees. As for beachwear, it’s 
fine on the beach or at the pool but 
don’t walk down the street in your 
trunks or bikini!

DIsplays of Affection 

OK, so public displays of affection 
is something you’ve probably read 
about, but what does that mean? 

Can you hug the bloke next to you 
when England get through to the 
quarters? Our guess is you can, it’s 
a football match after all.

But out and about in Doha things 
might be a little different, and 
again perhaps a little alien for us.

If you are there with your husband/
wife, boyfriend/girlfriend then the 
local culture expects you to keep 
the heavy petting to the privacy 
of your own room. So, you’ll have 
to make do with the hugs when 
England score.

Flags   

With the limited number of areas for 
outside drinking, flag hanging will 

be restricted anyway, but if you are 
carrying it around, think carefully 
about where you decide to hang 
it up for a picture. Anywhere that 
looks either slightly important or 
religious is best to avoid.

Drugs   

Please, don’t go down this route in 
Qatar, if you are offered anything, 
walk away, do not even express any 
interest. We are quite serious when 
we say that British nationals have 
been imprisoned for long periods 
for what might be considered minor 
offences back home.

Porn!   

That got your attention. If you 
have anything like that stored on 
your phone, it might be best to just 
delete it. It could get you in trouble 
if it was discovered. Another one 
which just isn’t worth the hassle.
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  Question 2: Tiffany  

WELCOME to Doha, the 
capital of Qatar. The 
city and its suburbs 

are where the vast majority of 
the population live. 

Estimates suggest that the current 
population of Qatar is around the 
three million mark - and of that three 
million it’s estimated that only one-
tenth are Qataris! The remainder are 
made up of ex-pats, around 22,000 
of them British passport holders, so 
our numbers in the stadium could 
well be swelled significantly.

Due to its position as a port on the 
Arabian Sea the Brits have been in 
and around Qatar for a while, and 
in 1916 Qatar became a British 
protectorate until they claimed 
independence in 1971. 

The country’s wealth is built 
primarily on its oil and gas 
reserves, the last 30 years have 
seen huge changes as the land 
was developed both outwards 
and upwards.

If you’re reading this in advance of 
travelling, or if you’ve just landed 
and searched out your locally printed 
copy of Free Lions, you are probably 
asking, so what’s it actually like? 

Well, firstly, according to the World 
Safety Index it’s one of the safest 
countries in the world. Crime of all 
types is low, so their police force 
has certainly never had to deal with 
anything like the noise, partying and 
celebrations of a World Cup crowd.

Alcohol   

You will no doubt read that access 
to alcohol is limited, and you will 
find absolutely no offsales of 
alcohol over the counter in the 
country. Only residents with a 
particular permit can buy alcohol 
for home consumption and it’s only 
available from one place. Don’t 
even think about trying to take 
alcohol into the country or trying 
to find someone else to buy it for 
you, frankly it’s just not worth the 

hassle that could follow. Don’t panic 
though, there are bars and licensed 
restaurants which are generally in 
upscale hotels and you’ll find more 
detail about those in the Places to 
Eat and Drink section.

Getting Around 

Getting around Doha outside 
of a tournament is easy, the 
metro system is clean, cheap and 
efficient. Albeit it doesn’t quite go 
everywhere you might need it to 
go. Uber and the local equivalent 
app Careem are also cheap and 
efficient but the expectation is that 
during the tournament all forms of 
transport will be stretched.

English Speakers

English is well spoken across the 
country, both by the locals and 
many of the migrant workers in the 
service industries whom you are 
likely to interact with. Free Lions 
has been assured that English 
will be spoken by those working 
inside the grounds as well as at the 
security checkpoints.

Shopping  

There is no shortage of shopping 
malls, and some of them are 
ridiculously big. Once inside you 
could be anywhere in the world, 
with the food courts full of global 
fast-food chains, with a selection of 
local alternatives also available.

I-RAN through my knowledge 
of Iranian music and I ran into 
a brick wall. So, in light of all 

this running, here is a quiz where 
the questions, answers or indeed 
both, are to do with running.

1 ‘Run For Home’ was a hit in the 
 70s for which band that shares 

its name with an island off the north 
east coast?

2 What is the title of Tiffany’s  
 1987 No1 UK hit which 

contains the lines, ‘running just as 
fast as we can, holding onto one 
another’s hand’?

3 and what is the title of David  
 Bowie’s 1983 UK No1 which 

contains the lines, ‘under the 
moonlight, this serious moonlight 
and if you say run, I’ll run with you’?

4 Where was Kate Bush running  
 in the title of her re-released 

hit which reached No1 this year?

5 What was a runaway in the  
 title of Soul Asylum’s 1993 hit?

6 Vangelis created the  
 soundtrack for which 1981 multi-

Oscar winning film about Olympic 
runners Liddell and Abrahams?

7 ‘Run The World (Girls)’, is a  
 single taken from which 

female American singer’s album 
which is simply entitled ‘4’?

8 ‘Run to the Hills’ was the  
 title of a 1982 song by which 

iconic English heavy metal band?

9 Which American hip hop group  
 had various hits including 

‘Walk This Way’ and ‘It’s Like This’?

10 …and which American   
 rap/hip hop artist 

released the single ‘Runaway’ 
from his 2010 album, ‘My 
Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy’?

  Question 4: Kate Bush  

FSA FANS’ EMBASSY

A REGULAR feature of all 
England away games 
for the last 20 years 

or so, we’re looking forward 
to operating our first Fans’ 
Embassy at the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. However, this is 
not our first one in Qatar as we 
visited back in 2009.

The FSA’s Fans’ Embassy service 
will be on hand in Doha to offer 
any advice, information, and 
assistance that you might need to 
make your trip go smoothly. 

The Fans’ Embassy will be based 
outside the Gate Mall, in the West 
Bay area of central Doha, beside 
the metro exit for the DECC. (See 

a map on page 19). As normal, we 
will be operating from 10am to 
4pm on Sunday 20th November, 
and then on matchday (Monday 
21st November) from around 9am 
through to about 12.30pm. 

We will of course be contactable 
around the clock on our local Doha 
number: +974 5998 6036. 
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Some of these malls also have 
supermarkets, Carrefour seems to be 
the main brand, so if you are self-
catering keep an eye out for those, 
prices aren’t too dissimilar to home!

Mobile Networks

UK mobile networks do not tend 
to have agreements with the 
Qatari ones, so do check what 
your provider is offering. If you 
are here for more than a few 
days you are probably best to get 
yourself a local SIM. There are 
two main companies, Ooeredoo 
and Vodafone. Both have plenty 
of shops around and they always 
seem to have a presence in the 
malls. It is likely that both will do 
some sort of World Cup special, 
for example, we are aware that 
Ooeredoo is offering a free three-
day SIM which can be collected 
using your Hayya card at the 
airport or a number of other sites. 
You should then be able to top up 
to keep it going. 

Medical Assistance 

Hopefully you won’t need medical 
assistance but if you do you can 
attend Hamed Hospital, show 
your Hay’ya card and you will 
supposedly receive basic medical 
care for free. However, this is not a 
replacement for travel insurance so 
we do still recommend that you are 
covered for medical. 

Lost Passports

This is particularly of note for those 
travelling in from other countries in 
the region on day trips. Of course 
no one sets out lose their passports, 
but its incredibly important for day 
trippers to keep them safe. Unless 
the FCDO have been successful in 
negotiating something it is likely 
that if you require emergency travel 
documents your only option is to 
travel back to the UK. It doesn’t 
matter if your hotel and luggage is 
in Dubai, your only choice is Qatar 
or home.

OUR first group game 
takes place at the 
Khalifa International 

Stadium, which has been 
Qatar’s principal football 
stadium, and sporting arena, 
since it opened in 1976. 

The stadium received a facelift 
ahead of this tournament and will 
look different to how it looked for 
those of you who visited when 
England last played here in 2009. As 
part of the facelift, there was a new 
tier added which increased capacity 
by 12,000 to 40,000. In theory, with 
the venue having historically been 
host to events such as the Amir 
Cup Final (Qatar’s domestic cup), 
the FIFA Club World Cup and IAAF 
World Athletic Championships, this 
should be the best introduction 
to the tournament for England 
fans when it comes to accessing 
the stadium. There ‘should’ be no 
teething problems, but we’ll see…

In close proximity to the stadium 
is the Villaggio Mall which has 
a number of restaurants should 
you fancy something to eat close 
to the ground before or after the 
game. In the mall, there is a TGI 
Fridays, Pizza Express and, of 
course, a McDonalds for those of 
you who love local cuisine! Oh, 
and obviously there is a fake canal 
running through the middle on 
which you can take boat rides. If 
you have ever been to Vegas, then 
you get the idea.

THE STADIUM

Stadium Express Bus Services: 
• Barwa Madinata (accom)
• Souq Waqif
• Al Bidda Park (Fan Fest), 
• West Bay 
• Barwa Barahat Al Janoub (accom)

GETTING TO THE GROUND

GETTING to the ground 
will, in our experience, be 
a lot smoother and more 

enjoyable than getting away 
from the stadium. Despite the 
routes for arrival and departure 
being the same, so please factor 
this into your plans.

There are two main ways to reach 
the Khalifa International Stadium, 
they are the metro and bus service, 
which are both free on a matchday 
with your Hayya card. If you’re 
taking the metro, you need to get 
on the Gold line to Sport City Metro 
Station, which is then a 5-minute 
walk from the station to the stadium. 
One of the better-located metro 
stations for the tournament.

Although Free Lions will caveat 
that five minutes depending on 
the access gate you have and the 
long winded route the authorities 

manage to design to get you there. 
The other option is to take the bus, 
which will depart from five key 
locations around the nation. 

This bus service will operate as a 
‘Stadium Express’ and for this game, 
the bus will drop you off around a 
23-minute walk from the stadium. 
In our experience at previous games 
in Qatar, that time is for someone 
rather fit and healthy. 

The Stadium Express services start 
running four hours before kick-off 

and the last service before the 
match will depart the bus hub one 
hour before kick-off. You’ll see the 
bus numbers and journey times 
below. This DOES NOT include 
walking time!

Your final option is to take a taxi 
or an Uber/Careem. There are 
dedicated drop-off and pick-up 
areas which are located next to Al 
Waab Street, a 15-minute walk to 
the stadium, this will also be open 
after the game for 90 minutes, if 
that’s your prefered route back.

Stadium Express Bus Services:     
   
Departure Point   Number Time
• Barwa Madinata (accommodation) S941 30 mins
• Souq Waqif   S942 35 mins
• Al Bidda Park (Fan Fest)  S943 30 mins
• West Bay     S944 25 mins
• Barwa Barahat Al Janoub (accommodation) S945 30 mins
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As for forbidden items, the usual 
list of items applies, so that’s no 
guns, knives, bottles or cans! We 
are led to believe that everyone 
will be allowed to bring in ONE 
battery pack or power bank to 
charge their phone. 

Our confidence in this, however, is 
limited so if you’re more cautious 
and don’t want to take the risk, 
make sure your phone is fully 
charged when you start your 
journey to the stadium. 

You’ll most likely need it on travel 
and transport routes as well as for 
your ticket… assuming you have a 
digital ticket!

KICK-OFF is scheduled 
for 4pm local time with 
gates open at least two 

hours before. As per previous 
tournaments, there will be 
no designated entrance for 
England fans.

We expect there will be an initial 
visual ticket check as you enter the 
first line of security to enter the 
stadium perimeter. 

This will be followed by an ‘airport 
style’ security check, like the 
process in Russia, for those of you 
who went in 2018. Once through 
this phase, you will be in the outer 
perimeter of the stadium. 

It’s at this point we are led to 
believe you can enjoy some 
expensive Budweiser or Coca-Cola! 
Once you’ve had your fill, your 
ticket will be scanned and your 
Hayya card checked. We’re yet to 
be informed if this means the name 
of both will have to marry up. If 
it’s anything like Russia, as long as 
you have a ticket and a Hayya card 
(FAN ID) then you’ll be fine. No 
beer inside the stadium though, it’s 
only the low alcohol stuff.

Standard measures apply for 
international tournaments: flags 
will be permitted if they are smaller 
than 2m x 1.5m. There will be no 
early admission to hang flags.

GROUND RULES

TRAVEL in and around Qatar 
will be one of the things 
you probably spend most 

time doing. 

That may sound odd because of 
how small the nation is, however, 
the location of the stadiums relative 
to accommodation and things to 
do mean that you will soon find 
yourself relying heavily on the city’s 
transport options.

There are two cheap or even free 
ways of travelling around Qatar: 
metro and bus. Taxis, Uber or Careem 
are considerably more costly.

The Metro 

The metro system in Qatar has 
three lines covering a total of 
37 stations. The metro is clean, 
efficient, and easy to use! There 
is a metro station in the airport 
and there will be staff there to 
direct you in the correct direction 
throughout the tournament. 

According to the website, anyone 
with a Hayya card will enjoy free 
travel from 10th November 2022 to 
23rd December 2022 on the metro!

The timetable will run longer 
hours during the tournament from 

11th November 2022 to 20th 
December 2022, with an average 
of 3-5 minutes between all metros.
Tournament-time operating hours:
• Sat to Thurs: 6am-3am
• Friday: 9am-3am

Shuttle Buses  

During the tournament, there will be 
a number of dedicated services for 
ticket holders and Hayya card holders. 
These will run to accommodation 
hubs, central Doha and all eight 
grounds! Live timetables will be 
accessible via the Hayya app. Below 
are the confirmed routes and times at 
the time of printing.

Cruise Ship Shuttles

If you’re staying on a cruise ship 
there will be a shuttle bus service 
that runs in a loop from the Cruise 
Ship Hotels at Doha Port to 
Souq Waqif Bus Hub - South, 
from 11th November to 20th 
December 2022.
 
Cruise Ship Hotels to Souq 
Waqif Bus Hub - South (D821)
Peak (every five minutes)
• 8am - 11am
• 4pm - 7pm
• 10pm - 3am
Off-peak (every 15 minutes)
• 11am - 4pm
• 7pm - 10pm
Overnight (every 30 minutes)
• 3am - 8am

In central Doha, there will be a free 
dedicated ‘loop’ shuttle bus service 
operating from the 1st  November 
to 18th December 2022, this will 
operate to offer easy access to events, 
activities and the FIFA Fan Festival. 
 
Corniche Shuttle (C806)
Off-peak (every 15 minutes)
• 9am - 5pm

Peak (every 7-8 minutes)
• 5pm - 3am

B Ring Shuttle (C804)
Off-peak (every 15 minutes)
• 9am - 5pm
Peak (every 7-8 minutes)
• 5pm - 3am

C Ring Shuttle (C805)
Off-peak (every 15 minutes)
• 9am - 5 pm
Peak (every 7-8 minutes)
• 5pm - 3am
 
The most important shuttle to you 
all will probably be the ‘Stadium 
Express’ which is a  free service 
between stadiums and the FIFA 
Fan Festival, two accommodation 
sites, the Souq Warif and West Bay. 
Buses start running 4 hours before 
match kick-off and end 1.5 hours 
after the final whistle. Below is the 
travel time and bus number for each 
stadium if you’re travelling from the 
fan festival at Al Bidda Park. 

Note, the journey time is for travel 
to the drop off point. You may then 
face a further walk to the stadium. 
Free Lions will publish more specific 
details on travel to our games in 
each match specific fanzine.
 
• Al Janoub (S923) - 40 mins
• Education City (S933) - 30 mins
• Khalifa International (S943) - 30
• Al Bayt (S953) - 55 mins
• Ahmad Bin Ali (S963) - 35 mins
• 974 (S973) - 35 mins
• Al Thumama (S983) - 35 mins
Lusail (S993) - 30 mins

Uber and taxis  

Taxis in Qatar are easily recognised 
by their unique turquoise-coloured 
vehicles, they will be named ‘Karwa 
taxis’ and are metered. You can 
pay in cash or by card and they run 
24 hours a day.  You can book a 
Karwa taxi using the Hayya to Qatar 
2022 app, the Karwa Taxi app or by 
phoning (+974) 800 8294. You can 
also ‘flag’ a taxi down on the street.

Uber and Careem offer an 
additional service and can be 
booked via their app. Uber, from 
experience, was cheap and efficient 
to use, however, we weren’t using 
it during the period of a world cup. 
Expect both services to increase 
costs due to higher usage.

Additionally Free Lions has heard 
a whisper that all taxi, Uber and 
Careem services may have an 
additional tournament levy applied 
to all journeys to, from or through 
downtown Doha.

GETTING AROUND
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EATING and drinking is a 
key part of any England 
trip abroad, but this time, 

it’s probably more central than 
ever! There is only a certain 
amount you can do in Qatar 
before reverting to a location 
to watch the other games. Free 
Lions advises that finding places 
to watch games and planning is 
likely to be required. So, what 
options have you got? 

There’s the Fan Festivals for 
starters. The main Fan Festival for 
watching games is at Al Bidda 
Park, this has capacity for 40,000 
people and can serve beer between 
6.30pm and midnight or 1am. 
At the time of going to press we 
understand the beer choice to be 
Budweiser, at what we are told 
will be a reasonable price, if such a 
thing exists for Bud?

The only other fan fest serving 
alcohol is likely to be Arcadia, 
which will have house/techno sets 
from world leading DJs. Though 
we’re led to believe at Arcadia 

that alcohol will be sold for longer 
hours than Al Bidda, the downside 
being that music might not be for 
you and it will cost at least 75 quid 
to get in! Aracadia is near Ras Bu 
Fontas metro station and has the 
likes of Gorgon City, Mark Knight, 
and Camelphat playing. 

There is also Aravia, another house 
music event, we believe this one is 
dry. DJ’s such as David Guetta and 
Fat Boy Slim are booked, tickets 
start at 300 Riyals (£70 ish) for 
the nights with big name DJ’s, or 
200 Riyals (£47 ish) for the others. 
Aravia runs from 2000 to 0200 
each day and is in Al Wakra. 

The bar scene in Qatar is focussed 
almost entirely around the 4* and 
5* hotels, many of which can be 
found in the West Bay area. 

Exchange rate permitting, our 
experience is that in normal times 
a pint is going to set you back £12-
15, clearly not sustainable for those 
planning to spend a large portion 
of their trip drinking. As we go to 

press we are hearing from contacts 
in Doha that a number of bars are 
considering charging an entrance 
fee. Free Lions has fed back its 
horror at this proposal which we 
hope will not come to fruition and 
will update in later editions. 

Many bars offer happy hours, 
albeit they are nearly always early 
evening for a couple of hours, at 
such times you might be lucky 
enough to get a beer for £7-8. Free 
Lions made clear our frustration 
at these prices and there has been 
some suggestion that prices will 
be reduced across the state for the 
tournament. We are keeping our 
fingers crossed!

Outside of the World Cup alcohol 
is normally only served from 5pm 
but we understand this is one 
thing definitely changing, with bars 
being able to open earlier in the 
day. However, at the time of print, 
no time was confirmed.

As you’ll have read, earlier 
planning might be required, 

so here’s a few key points to 
remember. 

Legally you need to show a 
passport to enter a bar, some are 
known to accept a copy or even a 
pic on a phone but most don’t, so 
annoyingly you’ll probably need to 
take it out with you. It’s likely that 
bars as well as restaurants will be 
forced to take bookings in advance, 
so don’t always expect to just turn 
up and get in. 

Compiling this edition of Free Lions 
has been rather trying, information  
out of Qatar changes regularly and 
sometimes contradicts. Detail on 
the Ethiraz app is a prime example, 
original information suggested we 
would all need this app to show to 
get into pretty much anywhere. 

Latest news suggests you will only 
need it to get into health centres 
or hospitals. On our last visit when 
usage was mandatory the Free Lions 
team successfully showed the UK 
NHS Covid pass, but there are no 
guarantees this will work. To be safe 

we recommend having your NHS 
cert handy, as well as download 
Ethiraz just in case you need it. 

One thing to note, is that some bars 
are not actually run by the hotels but 
by others who lease the premises 
from the hotel, as such it’s worth 
trying to contact the bars directly. 

Purely in the name of research, and 
to assist our loyal followers, on our 
pre-visit we did spend some time 
checking out the bar scene in and 
around Doha! After testing out a few 
watering holes and rehydration rooms 
we’re happy to recommend a few 
places which we think will suit you.

The Radisson Hotel is one but 
unfortunately not the easiest to 
get to, the nearest metro is Bin 
Mahmoud and it’s a 30 minute 
walk from there, or a local bus. 
Uber or Careem is likely to be 
your best bet if you can find one. 
However, once you are there you’ll 
have a fair bit of choice and the 
Brits running the place intend to 
make the English feel very welcome.

They will have at least three 
locations that will show games, 
an outdoor area (one of very few 
licensed ones in Doha), a sports 
bar - Shehrazad - and finally a 
nightclub called Qube which on 
its own has space for 1200 people. 
Both are pictured, above.
 
On top of this there is a selection 
of another ten restaurants to 
choose from varying in price. Last 
time we spoke with the hotel they 
were also aiming to cap the price 
of beer at 40 Riyals, not cheap in 
UK terms but reasonable for Qatar. 

We understand that both Qube and 
the outdoor space will have a cover 
charge of 200 Riyals, albeit you 
will get this back in bar credit, so if 
you are thinking of having at least 
five pints you’ll get your money’s 
worth. There was also talk of English 
breakfasts and roasts (about £20) 
on both Saturdays and Sundays.

Doha does have an English pub, 
The Red Lion in the Al Mansour 
Suites, and the nearest metro Al 

EATING & DRINKING

  The Red Lion    Qube    Shehrazad  
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Mansoura about a mile walk. The 
Red Lion is a place for beer, food 
and watching the games with a 
promise of roasts on a Sunday (just 
under £20). When we visited, they 
had plans to offer various food and 
drink specials, some of which have 
now been confirmed, for example 
you can get three drinks for 99 
Riyals, or a burger/pizza and drink 
for 75 Riyals.

As the Red Lion (pictured p14)
is not the biggest venue it is one 
place you will almost certainly 
want to book a table in advance. 
Turn up without one and you are 
unlikely to get past the hotel foyer.

Down in West Bay we discovered 
a great Indian restaurant with the 
inventive name The Curry House, 
which as well as having good food 
also shows the football. If you go, 
have yourself a ‘Naanza’! 

It’s likely to be popular, so it’s 
another one where you will 
definitely need to book a spot. 

You’ll find The Curry House in 
the Intercontinental Hotel, West 
Bay, with the nearest metro being 
the DECC. The hotel also has a 
steakhouse and a couple other bars. 
An added bonus is it is located rather 
close to the Fan Embassy location, 
now how on earth did we plan that?

There’s always an Irish pub and 
the simply named ‘Irish Pub’ can 
be found in the Best Western 
Hotel, The Irish Harp is in The 
Sheraton Grand Doha Resort 
and The Shamrock Tavern is in 
The Magnum hotel. We didn’t 
visit these so we’re not sure how 
traditional or affordable they will be.

There are also a number of 
restaurants in and around Doha 
offering a great variety of food, but 
many will not be licensed, so don’t 
immediately expect to get a beer 
anywhere you eat, and remember 
no off sales either so you cannot 
take the drink in with you.

Doha offers every type of restaurant 
you can imagine, as well as takeaways 
with Uber Eats and Deliveroo both 
operating in the country. You could 

also use the local app Talabat, which 
we believe will also cater for grocery 
delivery. Handy If you are staying in an 
apartment or villa.

Qatar’s national dish is Machboos, 
which is a slow cooked rice dish 
cooked in an abundance of spices 
and often with chicken or lamb. 
Thareed is a lamb stew served 
with bread, and for dessert you 
could have Umm Ali, basically 
bread pudding with a few nuts 
thrown in. Don’t expect custard!

If you tire of huge hotels and want 
something different, there are a fair 
few places around the Souq Waqif 
area with both indoor and outdoor 
seating. For example Café Asherg, 
pictured, has a terrace overlooking 
the Souq where most dishes are 
no more than a few quid.

You could also check out the popular 
Al Sadd shopping area, with its 
few smaller (for Doha) malls, and 
a host of electronic and jewellery 
shops. Along the main drag is a 
good selection of restaurants, many 
serving Arabic foods but plenty of 
other choices too.

IT’S new to us all that a 
World Cup will be hosted in 
such a small place. However, 

this offers fewer logistical 
issues for those staying for a 
period, as there are no ‘travel’ 
days between games. That said, 
it does throw in the question, 
what on earth can I do in one 
place for up to a month?

Number one on most people’s lists 
will be to go out and explore the 
desert, surfing over the dunes (either 
literally or in 4x4s) is the iconic thing 
to do when coming to Qatar. You will 
find lots of options to do this and 
plenty of providers.

Your best option is to use the 
Hayya card app and they 
will direct you to a number of 
organisers. With our sensible hat 
on the Free Lions team do want 
to remind you that some desert 
activities might require an add on 
to your medical insurance should 
the worst happen.

In Doha itself the number one 
attraction is the Souq Waqif 
(pictured), the market which has 

been rebuilt to resemble and bring 
back the historical feel of the Souq. 
The iconic Souq is packed with lots 
of little quirky shops selling fabric, 
spices, household goods, souvenirs, 
artwork and sweets! The perfect 
location to spend a few hours and 
grab presents to take back… if 
you’ve not spent all the budget on 
accommodation! 

Also, at the Souq Waqif, there is 
an abundance of restaurants and 
shisha lounges should you fancy an 
afternoon sampling local delicacies. 
It is also worth crossing over the 
road to find the much smaller bird 
of prey market, these amazing 
birds are a major part of the local 
culture so go and check them out.

Qatar’s first UNESCO World 
Heritage Site is the restored Al 
Zubarah Fort and surrounding 
archaeological works, which has 
remains dating back to the early 
1700s. The fort overlooks the old 
finishing town of Al Zubarah, 
which was used by traders from 
all over the world more than 200 
years ago, it’s now abandoned and 
is an eerie ghost town.

For the museum lovers reading 
this, there are a couple of really 
interesting ones for you to 
take in. Firstly, the Museum of 
Islamic Art, which was built on 
a standalone island so that no 
new buildings would obstruct the 
view of it, is situated just off the 
Corniche and depending on where 
you’re looking at it from, it can 
look as though it is floating on the 
water. At the museum, you will find 
collections of calligraphy, Islamic 
patterns, jewellery and textiles 
from three continents, some dating 
back to the 7th century.

The other museum that may take 
your fancy, especially if you like 
your cars, is the Sheikh Faisal Bin 

THINGS TO SEE AND DO

  Café Asherg    Souq Waqif  
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Q
uiz

Answers

Football Quiz (Page 24)
1. Scott Parker at Bournemouth 2. Rangers 3. Gabriel 
Leicester’s King Power Stadium 4. Colchester United 
5. Blackburn Rovers 6. Romania 7. Vincent Kompany 
8. Fleetwood 9. Eintracht Frankfurt 10. Ollie Watkins

Music Quiz (Page 8)
1. Lindisfarne 2. I Think We’re Alone Now 3. 
‘Let’s Dance’ 4. ‘(Running) Up That Hill’ 5. Train 
(‘Runaway Train’) 6. ‘Chariots of Fire’ 7. Beyonce 8. 
Iron Maiden 9. Run DMC 10. Kanye West

Matchday tips & tricks

The Free Lions team spent a 
little time at the Arab Cup and 
Lusail Super Cup, researching the 
matchday experience just for you. 
Here are our top tips:

• Plan your journey – transport to 
the ground seemed to be smooth 
as people leave at different times, 
however, the journey back can 
be stressful and time-consuming. 
Be prepared for this to take 
considerably longer than the 
journey there!

• Expect things to change – there 
have been many changes around 
this tournament in the build-up, 
we’d expect the same to be the 
case during the tournament, so 
stay up to date with our social 
media platforms for updates and 
keep a check on your Hayya app.

• No isn’t a word – we learnt the 
hard way; it tends to be the case 
that people don’t like to admit 
that they don’t have an answer to 
your question but will give you a 
convincing answer nonetheless! 
Bear this in mind.

• Health care in Qatar is not cheap, 
make sure you have insurance.

Qassim Al Thani Museum, which 
is one of the most surprising and 
interesting museums in the country. 
It features the private collection of 
cars that Sheikh Faisal Bin Qassim 
Al Thani, a distant relative of the 
country's Emir, owned. The museum 
is around 14 miles out of town but 
we’re told it’s worth a look.

The Pearl is a feature you’ll 
probably hear a lot about when 
you’re in Qatar, we certainly did on 
our pre-visits. It’s built on reclaimed 
land and spans nearly four million 
square metres. On The Pearl, you’ll 
find residencies, shopping outlets 

and businesses. If you’re heading 
there, you want to go to the 
Qanat Quartier which has a very 
Mediterranean vibe with colourful 
houses, canals and bridges, it’s a 
pedestrian-friendly location with 
restaurants and cafes.

Located on the way to The Pearl, 
Katara Cultural Village is home 
to Qatar's art and culture scene. 
If you’re a keen photographer, 
then this is a must for you. It’ll 
‘look great on the gram’. You’ll 
find a maze of passageways and 
waterways as well as a mosque 
patterned with turquoise and 
purple mosaic along with a number 
of eateries.

When you think of Qatar, one of 
the last things you’ll probably ever 
think of is mangroves. However, 
north of Doha is the Al Thakira 
mangrove, which is one of the 
country’s most iconic spots. Al 
Thakira mangroves are filled with 
bird life, herons and flamingos 
which have been migrating to the 
region for years. There are options 

to rent kayaks and go mooching in 
the mangroves that way!
There are a number of FIFA-run 
events and locations to take in as 
well. The Corniche will take the 
form of a street carnival and sweeps 
the bay of Doha city. On the 6km 
stretch you’ll find over 150 different 
food stalls, four live stages and the 
capacity to have 70,000 people 
there at any time. There is also 
Lusail Boulevard which is very 
similar just on a smaller scale with a 
smaller capacity.

You’ll also be able to take in 974 
Beach which is conveniently 
located beside the 974 Stadium. 
The beach is 1.2km long and will 
have live music, open from 9am 
until 6pm daily, however, this will be 
ticketed, so check your Hayya app.

The final option is QetaiFAN 
Beach Fest located in Lusail, 
which will be screening all games, 
open from 10am – 4pm daily and 
has capacity for 30,000 people. We 
don’t know if you’ll be able to grab 
a Bud or not here though! 

FSA Fans’ Embassy: 
The Gate Mall
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THIS IS IT!

THIS IS IT! After an exciting 
run of fixtures, the England 
Supporters Travel Club 

2020-22 membership comes 
to a close with FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022! We hope that this 
trip proves to be a memorable 
occasion for all our members 
who made the journey.

Contact us  

If you have any queries, you will 
be able to contact us via email on 
englandsupportersclub 
@thefa.com.  

On matchday we will be offering 
the additional mobile service on 
(+44)7790371105. 

We will be working closely with 
the FSA, Foreign Office, and local 
government to address any issues 
arising throughout the tournament.

If you require any additional 
assistance, we will be based at the 
FIFA Ticketing Centre on matchdays. 
Timings and alternate locations will 
have been communicated to all 
ticketholders via email.

Throughout the tournament we will 
keep everyone updated with all the 
important information via email 
and will be regularly updating our 
World Cup FAQs page.

Repping England 
 
As always, when travelling abroad, 
we ask that members treat the 
cities and locals with respect. Any 
unacceptable behaviour whilst 
following England may result in:
• Police involvement and possible 
criminal proceeding
• Football Banning Order 
applications in England
• Suspension from the ESTC 
membership
• Removal from the stadium and 
withdrawal of future match tickets

Members are ambassadors for the 
England team and should act in such 
a way that will continue to enhance 
the image of English supporters and 
the national side on the world stage.

Reporting incidents 

How to report an incident to us 
whilst you are abroad:

The FA continues to work hard 
to ensure a safe and enjoyable 
atmosphere for all supporters. 

If you witness any xenophobic, 
racist, homophobic or anti-social 
behaviour before, during or 
after a match, you can report 
it in confidence by emailing 
englandsupportersclub@thefa.
com or by calling or texting us on 
(+44)7790371105 on matchdays.

The FA will always investigate 
reports of inappropriate behaviour 
at an England game. 

Qatar’s Supreme Committee have 
also stated there will be volunteers 
on the ground that can be 
identified clearly. Any incidents can 
also be resolved by registering a 
complaint to them, and FIFA, which 
will be dealt with in an appropriate 
and speedy manner.

Activities in Doha! 

Keep an eye out on your 
emails for some engagement 
activities that we will be hosting 
throughout the tournament! 

Enjoy your time out here and we 
hope that you have an amazing 
trip! Thank you, as ever, for your 
continued and loyal support of the 
Three Lions. 

WELCOME (MARHABA!) 
to all the English fans 
travelling to the FIFA 

World Cup. My team and I at 
the British Embassy in Doha 
are delighted to welcome you 
to Qatar. 

This will be the first World Cup 
to take place in the Middle East 
and as someone who has spent 
much of my career in this region, 
I can assure you that matters to 
a football crazy part of the world. 
It will be for everybody here - 
citizens, residents and visitors - a 
tournament to remember.

I am confident that fans will get 
a lot out of visiting Qatar beyond 
football. The UK has the largest 
western community (22,000) 
resident in Qatar and the UK is a 
second home to many Qataris. 

Local culture is very hospitable 
and used to dealing with people 
from different cultures. My advice 

is to take that open hand while 
respecting that Qatar has different 
rules and customs, including:
• It is a crime to be drunk in public. 
Alcohol will be available around 
stadiums and within Fan Zones, 
restaurants and bars. You’ll find 
many of your favourite drinks from 
back home are available here but 
remember to be careful about how 
much you drink.
• There is a zero tolerance 
approach to all drugs. Having 
any amount on you may result 
in lengthy prison sentences or 
deportation.

• Many of the local laws and 
customs will feel different. Public 
displays of affection may cause 
offence and can lead to arrest. 
You should aim to dress modestly, 
ensuring your shoulders and knees 
are covered.

For more helpful tips, you should 
read gov.uk/qatar2022 and sign up 
for our travel advice email alerts. 

My Consular team are ready to 
assist all travelling British fans 
during their stay and can be 
reached 24/7 on +974 4496 2000.

Qatar has been on a spectacular 
journey of modernisation and 
development in recent decades. 
Hosting the FIFA World Cup will be 
an historic milestone on that journey. 

The UK is working hard to support 
Qatar to deliver a safe and 
successful tournament. 

I wish you a great trip and 
look forward to joining you in 
supporting the Three Lions to make 
it all the way to lift the trophy on 
18th December. 

A WORD FROM THE FA
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A WORLD CUP LIKE NO OTHER

THIS is a World Cup like 
no other. It is one that 
provoked controversy 

and debate before a ball was 
kicked. Qatar in mid-winter?

Well, it has finally arrived and, as 
ever, England expects. Or do we? 
Most England supporters will have 
approached this tournament with 
their expectation levels a lot lower 
than they would have been this 
time last year.

Then, Gareth Southgate’s side had 
just rubber-stamped their passage 
to the World Cup by performing the 
formality of beating San Marino. It 
was a bit special, though, as England 
won 10-0 for the first time since they 
beat the USA in New York in 1964.

Regardless of the opposition, 
who were already trailing 7-0 
when reduced to ten men, that 
win on the back of a first major 
tournament final for 55 years – 
albeit one that ended in a bitterly 
disappointing defeat – helped to 
maintain the fans’ belief.

Yet the mood music is rather different 
now, with some among the Three 
Lions’ support changing their tune 
amid a winless run that threatens to 
match England’s worst of all time.

It is six games without success for 
England for the first time since 
the dark days of the late Graham 
Taylor’s reign 29 years ago. Should 
they fail to beat Iran here in their 
Group B opener, they will equal a 
run of seven without victory, which 
was way back in 1958.

But the six-game sequence that 
came about during this summer’s 
relegation-scarred Nations League 
campaign, is already England’s 
worst in competition.

Left wing back Luke Shaw, whose 
second-minute goal gave England 
a scintillating start against Italy in 
the final of Euro 2020, ended their 
drought in the enthralling 3-3 draw 
with Germany in September.

It was the Three Lions’ first goal 
in open play for eight hours and 

41 minutes since Tyrone Mings’ 
stoppage-time effort in the 3-0 
home friendly win against ten-man 
Ivory Coast in March.

Shaw’s strike launched a 
spectacular comeback as England 
wiped out a 2-0 deficit to lead 
before Newcastle keeper Nick 
Pope’s error gifted Kai Havertz a 
late equaliser.

But having faced calls from 
some fans to go this summer, 
Southgate was given a degree of 
encouragement by the character 
England showed in their last outing.

He told Channel 4: “I think we 
created chances all the way 
through the game. It was a difficult 
tactical challenge against clever 
players, good technicians. I thought 
we were a bit passive out of 
possession in the first half, but we 
still created a lot of chances on the 
counter-attack.

“But we conceded poor goals and 
for all the fight, spirit and quality 
we showed, that ultimately left us 
disappointed. It has been a tough 
period for the players and we’re 
now going into a World Cup, and at 
some point you have to be exposed 
to pressure.

“In the friendly against Ivory Coast, 
they went down to ten men and it 
became a bit of a non-event. Against 
Italy and Germany [in September] 
we learned a lot. The players had to 
come together and I think it’s going 
to benefit us in the long run.” 

Troubled centre back Harry 
Maguire, who has received staunch 
backing from Southgate, conceded 
a penalty for a clumsy challenge 
on Jamal Musiala after gifting 
the former England Under-21 
international possession, to hand 
Ilkay Gundogan the chance to give 
Germany the lead. Maguire then 
gave the ball away in the build-up 
to Havertz’s first goal of the night.

But the introduction of attacking 
substitutes Mason Mount, who 
swept in a superlative equaliser, and 
Bakayo Saka, transformed a game 
which England looked to have won 
with skipper Harry Kane’s penalty.

Another “British derby” was 
Southgate’s reaction when England 
came out in the same World Cup 
group as Wales – and, initially, 
Scotland. The Scots, of course, lost 
in the play-offs to Ukraine before 
Wales edged out the men in blue and 
yellow to secure the slot alongside 
England, the USA and Iran.

It is the first time England have 
faced fellow British opposition in a 
World Cup finals tournament, but 
there have been clashes with Wales 
and Scotland in Euros tournaments. 
England memorably beat Scotland 
2-0 beneath the Twin Towers in 
1996, overcame Wales 2-1 in 
France in 2016, and drew 0-0 
with the Scots at Wembley in the 
delayed 2020 tournament last year.

So what potentially lies ahead for 
England now? If they progress from 
Group B, there is a very good chance 

they will face either the Netherlands 
or African champions Senegal.

As group winners, England’s 
round-of-16 tie would take place 
at Al Bayt Stadium, Al Khor, on 4th 
December and see them paired 
with the runners-up from Group A 
– the Netherlands and Senegal are 
joined by hosts Qatar and Ecuador.

Topping their group would mean 
England facing France in the 
quarter-finals if Southgate’s men 
were to negotiate their second-
round hurdle and the world 
champions had won Group D, and 
then beaten Group C’s runners-up.

Argentina are emphatic favourites 
to win the latter section, with 
either Mexico or Poland very much 
fancied to qualify in second spot 
ahead of Saudi Arabia. The Al 
Bayt Stadium would play host to 
England again, with the last-eight 
tie on 10th December.

If England were runners-up in 
their group, the Group A winners 

– likely to be the Netherlands or 
Senegal – would be their first 
opposition in the knockout phase, 
the tie taking place at the Khalifa 
International Stadium, Al Rayyan 
on 3rd December.

Success could then see England 
up against Argentina or Group D 
contenders Denmark in the quarter-
finals at the Lusail Iconic Stadium 
on 9th December.

Commendably, Southgate led 
England to the semi-finals in 
Russia four years ago, when 
they lost to Croatia. Should their 
journey carry them to the same 
stage this time, who are their 
possible opponents? If England 
were group winners, how about 
Belgium or Portugal? If England 
were group runners-up, how about 
Germany or Spain … or Brazil? 
Other scenarios are available.

But whichever way you view it, 
a huge leap of faith is needed to 
envisage another run to the last 
four – let alone one step beyond.
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1 Who was the first Premier  
 League manager to be sacked 

this season, back in August?

2 Which team, who are in this  
 season’s Champions League, 

hold the world record for most 
domestic league titles, with a total 
of 55?

3 At which ground was  
 this season’s Community 

Shield played?

4 Which is the only current EFL  
 team based in Essex?

5 Which is the only team to  
 be relegated from the Premier 

League having previously finished 
as champions?

6 CFR Cluj have won the title in  
 each of the past five seasons 

in which European country?

7 In June 2022, which ex- 
 Belgian international was 

appointed manager of Burnley?

8 The headquarters of  
 Fishermen’s Friend throat 

lozenges is in which town whose 

football team currently play in 
League 1?

9 Which team won the Europa  
 League last season?

10 I was born in Newton  
 Abbott, Devon, and played 

for Exeter City before joining a 
then Championship side in 2017. 
I cost my current Premiership side 
£28m when I joined them in 2020 
and I have won 7 England caps 
while with them. Who am I?

B R U N O S L R T K E H H M D
I  N I E S S O H S A O O A I R 
L I R T G R W B R N L S E Y A
S  H E A R E R R Y A A S E Y F
A S R N W R T B I N Z E V B I
B H S H A J S A F I D I A U R
C O N B Z I V C R A Q N Y H A
N O O R O L L A H I E I T O S
A F I M A R R A H O M R T W N
K W E F T A S N I E R B E E A
A I H D S T Y I R U H E F S A
L F H I W D T A D F I Z Y T E
R S G E Z A T O L A H I A R G
A L I V Y H E D A Z I L O H G
S M B S R T I K W D B N U F C

Goalkeepers:

Hossein  HOSSEINI  (Esteghlal)

Defenders: 

Hossein  KANANI  (Al Ahli)
Sadegh  MOHARRAMI  (Dinamo Zagreb)
Seyed  HOSSEINI  (Kayserispor)
Ehsan  HAJSAFI  (AEK Athens)

Midfielders:

Ahmad  NOOROLLAHI  (Shabab Al Ahli)
Saeid  EZATOLAHI  (Vejle)
Ali  GHOLIZADEH  (Sporting  
   Charleroi)
Milad  SARLAK  (Persepolis)
Karim  ANSARIFARD  (Omonia Nicosia)

Attackers:

Mehdi  TAREMI  (Porto)

THE first of (hopefully) seven Word Searches for you 
to work out in the next four weeks! This, no doubt, 
will be the hardest for us to put together, so we’ve 

shaken it up a little. For this game, as the squads weren’t 
announced, we’ve gone with the 11 players that took the 
field in Iran’s last game v Senegal. Good Luck!


