
   

 

   

 

 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE FOOTBALL 
SUPPORTERS’ ASSOCIATION 
 
DATE:   SATURDAY 16TH JULY 2022 
 
TIME:              11 am to 1pm 
 
LOCATION: AFC Wimbledon, The Cherry Red Records 

Stadium, Plough Lane, London SW 
 
Present:  A quorum of members and members of the board of the 

Football Supporters’ Association 
 
Chair:    Malcolm Clarke (MC) 
 
Vice Chair:   Tom Greatrex (TG) 
 
Officers in Attendance: Kevin Miles (KM) – Chief Executive Officer  
    Richard Irving (RI) – Secretary 
 
MC welcomed the members present and thanked them for their attendance. 
 
RI confirmed that the meeting was quorate. 
 
Kris Stewart form the Dons Trust gave a welcome speech. 
 
A pre-recorded message from Nigel Huddleston, Minister for Sport, was played. 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies for absence were received from FSA Board members Roger Ellis and Peter 
Daykin, National Council members Neil Le Milliere, Jude Morris-King, James Young 
and Martin Cantrell and from Glyn Jarvis (Grays Athletic), Kristine Green (Grimsby 
Town), Peter Bottom (Dunstable Town), Andrew Madaras (Dunstable Town), Luke 
Cox (Worcester City and SD Europe), Peter Bartlett (London Wolves), Rick Williams 
(Torquay United Supporters’ Trust) and Niamh O’Mahony (FSE). 
 
RI was asked to add apologies from Alan Barnes (Woking ST) and Paul Corkrey 
(Cardiff City SC). 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 

   

 

2. Minutes of the AGM held on 17th November 2021 
 
A copy of the minutes from the above meeting were circulated prior to the meeting 
and these were adopted as an accurate record with one abstention. 
 
 
3. Matters Arising  
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
 
4. Board Report on FSA activities since the last AGM 
 
MC raised four issues in particular prior to handing over to KM. 
 
Firstly, he passed on his personal thanks to Ian Todd for all of his work on the 
women’s game over a number of years. 
 
He also thanked Phil Gatenby, Peter Caton, Pete Daykin and Steven Powell for all 
their work over the years on safe standing. 
 
MC then passed on his thanks to staff and volunteers for the high quality of material 
produced for the Fan-Led Review (FLR). 
 
Finally, MC warned that members need to be vigilant to make sure that the FLR goes 
through. 
 
KM, when further explaining the contents of the FSA Annual Review, reiterated MC’s 
comments  and thanked everyone again for their FLR involvement. 130 hours of 
evidence was provided, all of which had been of an outstanding quality. He informed 
the meeting that panel member Daniel Finkelstein had told him that supporters had 
provided a “thoughtful contribution” and that the consistency of the evidence made 
it easy for the panel to make their decision and prepare their report. 
 
KM thanked in particular Roger Ellis, Dave Pennington and Robbie Whittaker. 
 
KM advised that in the current contest for the post of Prime Minister, only Liz Truss 
was likely to be against the implementation of the Crouch Report. 
 
The EFL have advised that they will accept the implementation of the iRef. 
 
Other governing bodies are trying to put together an alternative package as they 
don’t feel they need independent regulation. The FA has presented a plan which 
retains them as the independent regulator. The key elements from the report are 



   

 

   

 

 
- The avoidance of another Bury FC collapse 
- The avoidance of another European Super League style breakaway 
- A more equitable distribution of money 
- Greater fan involvement via golden shares etc 

 
Following the Fan-Led Review, KM advised the meeting that the FSA will receive a 
50% increase in funding allowing it to increase its staff. At present there are, 
effectively, 14 people in total so every area will benefit from this investment. As a 
result, there will be significant change in PL supporter engagement and all the way 
down the pyramid. This could mean that staff will increase to between 40-50 
working with clubs so that minimum standards of fan engagement are adhered to via 
shadow boards etc. This will obviously pose challenges with not all clubs relishing the 
change. Supporters will need to up their game too with, for example, there not being 
an affiliate at several PL clubs. 
 
There will now be a five-year funding cycle instead of the existing three years KPIs 
will not now be required so the organization will have more freedom. 
 
KM said that he could give two guarantees. Firstly, the FSA will step up fan 
engagement but will be doing just that. It will continue to campaign on everything, 
from community ownership and fan issues at all levels to casework, fan embassies, 
the women’s game, diversity and discrimination. No strings will be attached to the 
funding and we will have our own independent voice. The funding is coming directly 
from the PL but the FSA will remain totally independent.  
 
Concluding his comments, KM commended the annual review to the meeting. 
 
MC thanked KM for all his work and asked for questions: 
 
In response to a question from individual member, Peter Warren, on funding, Km 
reiterated that the primary source of FSA funding going forward will be the Premier 
League, and that it will not come through the Football Foundation but directly from 
the PL as core funding. Previously the organization had had to apply via the Fans 
Fund 
 
Ultimately, this is considered to be “footballs money” and whilst KM appreciated 
that the FSA needed to diversify funding, it was easier said then done. Commercial 
sponsorship of the awards continues and some funding is provided by the FA and 
also the Home Office for fan embassies. It was his belief that there will always be a 
supporters’ movement and that football should fund it. It was also his belief that, 
without the FLR, they wouldn’t have done it but that as a result, it was now funded 
in perpetuity. 
 



   

 

   

 

 
In response to a question from Steven Powell regarding closer working with Level 
Playing Field (LPF), KM advised that this was very likely going forward but that a 
merger was unlikely as they are involved in sports other than football. There is 
certainly a case for an FSA disabled supporters’ network and this would be discussed 
further with LPF. 
 
In response to a question from Niall Couper, who expressed nervousness about the 
lack of funding from sources other than the PL, KM stated that his first preference 
was always to have enough money. He further stressed that we are not beholden to 
the PL. He further stated that there was a debate about who should pay for the 
independent regulator and it was his feeling that it should be football and not the 
taxpayer. 
 
Answering a question from Michael Green on the same issue, KM advised that, 
whilst negotiations with the PL we’re not complete, the money for extra staff was 
guaranteed and that the total percentage of the FSA’s funding from the PL would 
amount to over 90%.  
 
Finally, in response to a question from Robbie Whittaker on training, KM confirmed 
that the FSA would be developing a central training resource which would be rolled 
out across all levels of the game. He stressed that volunteers are our greatest asset 
and that, since they could never be replaced, they should be looked after in terms of 
their ongoing training. 
 
Following a vote, the meeting adopted the Annual Review unanimously. 
 
MC on RL and JF awards  
 
 
5. Annual Report and Financial Statements for year ending December 31st 2020 
 
The meeting received the Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year 
ending 31st December 2021. There were no questions. 
 
Following a vote, the Annual Report and Financial Statements were adopted 
unanimously. 
 

6. Auditors 
 
The meeting agreed unanimously to the re-appointment of TTR Barnes Ltd. as the 
FSA Auditors to report on the Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year 
ending 31st December 2022. 

Passed unanimously. 



   

 

   

 

 

7. Motions 

 

MOTION ONE 
 
Proposed by: The Women’s Game Network 
 
Women's football has always been an inclusive space that welcomes people from 
the LGBTQ+ community. As members of the FSA Women's Game Network, we 
believe the current fixation on debating whether including Trans women in elite 
sport is 'fair' is a diversion from the real challenges all women footballers face - for 
secure contracts, equitable working conditions, and adequate pay. It is also creating 
a hostile environment that compromises the safety and enjoyment of football for 
Transgender supporters, across the men’s and women’s games, and hinders progress 
in building inclusive grassroots leagues.  
 
The Women's Game Network asks the FSA to make an urgent public statement of 
solidarity with all Transgender footballers and supporters, including non-binary and 
gender non-forming people, and especially Trans women and trans feminine people, 
who are the target of heightened discrimination at this time. We wish to do so to 
clearly communicate our values to the football community, nationally and 
internationally. 
 
Chris Paouros proposed the motion on behalf of the Women’s Game Network. 
 
The motion was seconded by Tim Hillyer 
 
Frankie from HerGameToo echoed support for the motion. 
 
Following a vote, the motion was carried unanimously. 
 
 
MOTION TWO 
 
Proposed by Worcester City Supporters’ Trust 
 
Seconded by Fulham Supporters’ Trust 
 
We ask that the FSA commit to exploring the optimum path to develop and sustain 
greater participation and representation of young people in the organisation. In 
addition, we ask that the FSA explore the best method to support its member 
supporter organisations and community-owned football clubs in also developing and 



   

 

   

 

sustaining greater participation and representation of young people within their 
structures. 
 
Dan Crawford seconded and supported the motion, and stated that the FSA needs 
much more youth involvement. He cited the example of younger supporter 
involvement at Fulham Supporters’ Trust and the benefit of hearing a wide range of 
views. 
 
Following a vote, the motion was carried unanimously. 
 
 
MOTION THREE 
 
Proposed by West Ham Supporters’ Trust 
 
Seconded by Manchester United Supporters’ Trust (MUST) 
 
Many football clubs are entering into partnerships with cryptocurrency providers, 
including those with product offerings that encourage fans to purchase 
cryptocurrency backed tokens that provide so called ‘engagement opportunities’ 
with their clubs. 

It is further noted that cryptocurrencies are a high-risk investment product not 
currently regulated in the UK. 

This motion calls on the FSA is to develop a plan of action to address the 
proliferation of these schemes across football that includes the following activity: 

• Engagement with the Football Association, Premier League and Football League 
to work collectively on the introduction of common self-regulatory standards for 
any cryptocurrency partnership entered into by a football club, and to; 

• Develop an information awareness campaign for football fans advising them of 
the risks to their capital of investing in cryptocurrencies 

• Lobbying activity to the Government (DCMS and Treasury) to call for the 
introduction of statutory regulation of cryptocurrency 

• Calls upon football clubs that do have partnerships to with cryptocurrency 
partners to ensure that they undertake due diligence before entering into those 
arrangements and to meet with the Supporters’ Trusts and fans groups to discuss 
all marketing and promotional activity before it us undertaken to ensure high 
levels of consumer protection 

Sue Watson from WHUST proposed the motion. 

Heather Anderson from Charlton Athletic Supporters’ Trust seconded the motion. 

 



   

 

   

 

The motion had also been countersigned by a large number of other supporters’ 
trusts, supporters’ clubs and supporters’ associations across the leagues. 

Michael Green asked whether the motion not simply read that the FSA was “anti- 
Ponzi scheme” 

John Murray from the Blackburn Rovers Supporters’ Trust felt that such schemes 
were actually “anti-football supporting” and deliberately targeted football fans. He 
also asked that Tracey Crouch’s views be sought on the subject given her previous 
stance on gambling. 

Dave Pennington from MUST and the FSA Board state that we must ensure that 
supporters understand what it is they are buying and try to control the situation is 
the best we can do. 

An amendment from Heather Anderson was proposed and accepted by the proposer 
adding “as it relates to football” to the end of third bullet point. 

Following a vote, the motion was carried unanimously. 

 
MOTION FOUR 
 
Proposed by Malcolm Clarke, FSA Chair 
 
Seconded by Tom Greatrex, FSA Vice Chair 
 
The FSA resolves to support the SD Europe Board recommendation for a merger 

between SD Europe and Football Supporters Europe (FSE) as the best and most 

effective way forward for supporters’ organisations in Europe. 

 

MC backed up his proposal by stating that there was a very strong case for unity on 

this.  

 

Following a short debate, the motion was carried unanimously. 

 

8. Associate and Individual Tier National Council Election Results 

Associate Membership Tier 

Nominations had been sought for the one vacancy on the FSA National Council from 

the Associate Member tier and only one nomination was received. Therefore, the 

meeting was asked to affirm that Thomas Concannon (Wor Flags) be elected to 

serve and this was passed unanimously. Thomas will serve on the Council for three 

years (until AGM 2025). 



   

 

   

 

Individual Membership Tier 

Nominations had been sought for the three vacancies on the FSA National Council 

from the Individual Member tier and six nominations were received. The result of 

the election was as follows: 

Christine Seddon   96 votes 

Jamie Dapaah   62 votes 

Nigel Davidson  57 votes 

Malcolm Hirst   55 votes 

Nick Duckett   41 votes 

Mike Davis   41 votes 

Two positions were for the full three-year term (until AGM 2025) and one position 

was for two years (until AGM 2024). Therefore, Christine Seddon and Jamie Dapaah 

were elected to serve on the Council for three years and Nigel Davidson to serve for 

two years. 

 

RI congratulated Christine, Jamie and Nigel and passed on his thanks to Nick, 

Malcolm and Mike for standing. 

In elections held prior to the AGM the following were elected to serve until AGM 

2025 

Sachin Patel           Spurs Reach                            Fans For Diversity Network 
Jude Morris-King         Manchester City WFC SC      Women's Game Network 
Neil Le Milliere             Exeter City                               Community Owned Club Network 
Steve Moulds               Foxes Trust (Leicester City)   Premier League Network 
Tony Wilkinson            Blackpool Supporters' Trust  Championship Network 
Heather Alderson        Charlton Athletic ST                League One / League Two N/work 
Sarah Stelling                York City Supporters' Trust   National Game Network 
 
The following were elected to serve until AGM 2023: 
 
Nilesh Chauhan             Villans Together                      Fans For Diversity Network 
Roger Titford                 STAR (Reading)                       Championship Network 
Richard Tomkins            Hereford United ST                National Game Network 
 
 
 



   

 

   

 

9. Election of Vice Chair 

RI informed the meeting that nominations had been sought for the position of Vice 

Chair of the organisation and that Tom Greatrex, the present incumbent, had been 

the only nomination received.  

RI asked the meeting to affirm the appointment of Tom Greatrex until AGM 2025. On 

a show of hands, this was passed unanimously. 

Thanks 

MC then extended his thanks for their efforts to the Council members who stepped 
down at this AGM, Peter Leatham (Accrington Stanley) and Tim Scott (Dulwich 
Hamlet). 

10. Any Other Business 

There was no further business and MC closed the meeting at  

 
Richard Irving  

 Secretary 

 18th July 2022 


