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Supporters’ Association (FSA) as part of our Fans’ Embassy service
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Email Free Lions
freelions@thefsa.org.uk

Fans’ Embassy Helpline
+44,7956 1213 14

Twitter
@WeAreFreeLions

Facebook
facebook.com/FreeLions

Gifts & Postcards

Free Lions C/O the FSA
PO Box 1449, Sunderland
Tyne and Wear, SR5 QUW
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It Wasn’t Me!

We have tried to ensure the
accuracy of all the information
provided in this fanzine, but
accept no responsibility for any
loss, injury or inconvenience
suffered by anyone relying on
its contents. None of the finan-
cial support we have received to
produce Free Lions impacts on
what we put into it. Conse-
quently, none of our supporters
can be held in any way respon-
sible for the contents of, nor the
views expressed in, this fanzine.
Cover image courtesy of the FA.
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Thank You

As ever, this fanzine has been

a team effort. This edition was
edited by Thomas Concannon,
Pete Daykin, and Ashley Brown.
Thanks are due to Phil Rowley,
Clive Hetherington, Joe Hether-
ington, Richard Weekes, Steve
Lewis, and Adrian Roberts.

North Macedonia v England

)

]

National Arena Todor Proeski, Skopje £l 978
Monday, 20th Nov 2023, kick-off 20:45
England will probably play in WHITE
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lcome to Skopje for
our final qualify-
ing match ahead of

EURO 2024. With qualifi-
cation already secured, and
print deadlines meaning we
didn’t know the Malta result,
we sincerely hope we arrive
in North Macedonia looking
to finish qualifying with an
unbeaten record.

2023 has seen us travel from
Naples to Malta, Wroclaw to
Glasgow and we finish here in
Skopje. With England wel-
coming Brazil and Belgium to
Wembley in March, we won’t be
seeing your beautiful faces on
foreign soil until EURO 2024.

The draw for the tournament
will take place on December 2nd
and then planning can begin,
but for now, let’s enjoy Skopje.

England’s allocation for this
game is 2312, with tickets priced
at £9.50. The initial allocation
was 1900, but work by The FA
managed to get this increased.
It does represent 7% of the
allocation, more than the min-
imum 5%. There will still be
large buffer zones (empty seats)
next to the away section.

It has been great working with
you all throughout the year,
and we will once again be on
hand in Skopje to offer help
and support to England fans in
attendance.

As ever, you can contact us via
our 24/7 helpline on

+4/4, 7956 12 13 14. Alterna-
tively, you can come and see
us in person or contact us via
our social media channels on
Facebook and Twitter.

Cover Story

Jude Bellingham

The England and Real Madrid
star takes the front cover for
our last trip of 2023. It’s quite
fitting given the year this young
lad has had, flying high in the
goals and assists tables for both
club and country, he has truly
cemented his place in this Eng-
land side. Roll on EURO 2024!
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The Opposition

North Macedonia Preview

by Clive Hetherington

the nation who inflicted World Cup heartache on Italy

have rattled the Three Lions’ cage more than once

or Italy, it was the
Fultimate wake-up call.

Only eight months
after beating England in
the final of Euro 2020, the
Azzurri’s World Cup dream
was over.

It was March 2022 and Paler-
mo was the scene for a shock
to rank alongside the Italians’
most embarrassing moments,
like losing to North Korea at
Middlesbrough’s Ayresome
Park at the 1966 World Cup
and South Korea in the 2002
tournament when the co-host
nation celebrated wildly.
Attacker Aleksandar Trajkovski
was North Macedonia’s hero on
his old stamping ground - he

k. 4

made more than 100 appear-
ances for Palermo - with a
stoppage-time winner, the only
goal of a play-off semi-final
that confirmed Italy would be
missing from Qatar and a sec-
ond successive World Cup.

Trajkovski, now with Hajduk
Split, also had a say in Italy’s
absence from Russia after
coming off the bench to net a
late leveller in a 1-1 qualifying
draw in Turin in October 2017.

Regardless of the outcome
of their Euro 2024 qualifier
in Rome (Free Lions went to
press before the start of the
latest round of matches) the
Macedonians can claim to be

something of a bogey team
where Italy are concerned.

Further evidence of that was
the 1-1 draw in Skopje in
their qualifier in September,
when veteran former Napoli
coach Luciano Spalletti took
charge of his first Italy match
following Roberto Mancini’s
defection to Saudi Arabia.

Trajkovski was on the bench as
Trabzonspor playmaker Enis
Bardhi marked his appoint-
ment as North Macedonia
skipper with a superlative
free-kick nine minutes from
time after Ciro Immobile’s
goal early in the second half.

Three days after frustrating
Italy, the Macedonians won 2-0
in their qualifier in Malta where
midfielder Eljif Elmas and de-
fender Jovan Manev struck.

Those results were exactly

the reaction North Macedonia
coach Blagoja Milevski would
have wished for after their 7-0
annihilation by England at Old
Trafford in June.

Bukayo Saka hit a memorable
hat-trick, Harry Kane scored
twice - once from the penalty
spot — and Marcus Rashford
and Kalvin Phillips chipped in
as the Three Lions roared to a
resounding victory.

But if Italy - and Germany, who
lost 2-1 at home to the Mace-
donians in a World Cup qualifier
in March 2021 - have had their
problems with the boys from
the Balkans, it hasn’t always
been easy for England against
them either. In their first
meeting in October 2002, Euro
2004 qualifying saw a red-faced
England held to a 2-2 draw at
Southampton where Sven-
Goran Eriksson’s men trailed
twice in a frenetic first half.

a4 &
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Italy coach Luciano Spalletti
described the midfielder as
“like a son’’ when he was
manager of Napoli. Elmas, 24,
was a Serie A title-winner last
season in Spalletti’s Naples
swansong. Fenerbahce signed
him from Macedonian side
Rabotnicki in 2017 for around
£250,000 and the Turkish
giants made a tidy profit when
he joined Napoli for an initial
£14m two years later. He was
guaranteed legendary status
in 2021 for his late winner in
a 2-1 World Cup qualifying
victory away to Germany.
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David Seaman - “Safe Hands”’
- hardly lived up to his
moniker when he was beaten
by Artim Sakiri’s corner only
four months after Brazil’s
Ronaldinho had made a mug
of the Arsenal keeper at the
World Cup.

Skipper David Beckham soon
replied but Steven Gerrard had
to do the same after Vanco
Trajanov had restored the visi-
tors’ lead in a game which saw
the late dismissal of Leeds’
Alan Smith.

And 11 months later, Georgi
Hristov - formerly of Barnsley
- gave Macedonia a half-time

%

North Macedonia’s captain and
his side’s main creative force,
who has also scored his fair
share of goals for his coun-
try since making his debut in
2015. Having played in Sweden
and Hungary, the 28-year-old
midfielder spent five seasons
in La Liga where he was a reg-
ular for Levante before moving
to Trabzonspor in 2022.

His standout international
performance to date was in a
5-0 win away to Armenia in a
World Cup qualifier in 2021, in
which he scored a hat-trick.

lead in Skopje before Wayne
Rooney and a Beckham penalty
secured England’s 2-1 win.

Only Peter Crouch’s goal
separated the sides in Skopje
in September 2006 as Steve
McClaren’s side scraped a Euro
2008 qualifying victory - for
all the good it did him and
them in the end. A month
later, it was worse still at Old
Trafford as Macedonia held
England to a goalless draw.

So, while England have a 100
per cent record from their two
visits to these parts, our hosts
- with fervent backing - will
put up more resistance to the
last time the sides met.

The Macedonians lost 2-0 to
Ukraine in their qualifier last
month in Prague before a 3-1
home friendly win over Arme-
nia, with goals from Trajkovski,
Milan Ristovski and Erdon Daci.

Unquestionably one of the best
goalkeepers North Macedonia
has produced and has many
admirers, reportedly including
Real Madrid. The 29-year-old
has gradually worked his way
up the leagues in Spain and is
now playing in the top-flight
with Rayo Vallecano. He has
built up a reputation as a solid
penalty stopper, and in 2021 he
saved an effort from Barcelo-
na’s Memphis Depay to help
his side to a memorable 1-0
win over the Catalans. Played
every game of North Macedo-
nia’s Euro 2020 campaign.

North Macedonia 1
- England 4

England’s 7-0 massacre of
North Macedonia in their Euro
2024 qualifier in June was
arguably the best performance
the Three Lions have produced
during Gareth Southgate’s
impressive seven-year reign as
manager.

The Old Trafford crowd were
treated to a dazzling display
of ruthless dominance against
a side who have shown they
are very capable of upsetting
higher-ranked opposition - as
Italy and Germany discovered.
England can expect another
victory here, but by a more
modest margin.



Asking Scouse Phil to devise ten North Macedonian
questions any of us have a cat’s chance in hell of getting
was a bit of a stretch, so in honour of our hosts each
question, answer—or both—contain a reference to a

point on the compass. Answers are on page 13.

1. ‘West Side’ is a track on the 2020
album ‘Positions’, which is the 6th al-
bum by which female American singer?

and ‘Don’t Look Down’ were all hits
for which male duo in 1985?

7. Jacqueline Abbott was a singer in
which band between 1994 and 2000,

2. What was the name of the band
formed by Neil Tennant and Chris
Lowe who had a UK No 1 in 1986 with
the song ‘West End Girls’? and ‘Perfect 10’?

3 o Camila Cabello (below) and Cardi B 8. Which infamous English comedian,

(above) feature on the video of which

2019 Ed Sheeran song about a Latino

girl who he tries to persuade to leave the

United States and go on a trip with him?

at the end of his TV shows, had a hit
with the song ‘Ernie (The Fastest
Milkman in the West)?

9. In 2005, ‘Gold Digger’ was
the 1st UK No.1 for which
American rapper?

4 o Which English boyband had
their only UK No.1 with the
song ‘Stay Another Day’,
which was the Christmas
No.1in 1994° 1 O. ‘To the place I belong,

mama’ are lines from

which song by John

Denver, which was

covered by Oliv-

ia Newton-John

in 1973 and the
Hermes House
Band in 2001?

5. Lynne Anderson,
who had a big hit
with the song (‘I
Never Promised
You A) Rose Gar-
den’ and legendary
singer Peggy Lee,
were both born in
which US state?

. 6

6. ‘We Close Our Eyes’, ‘Goodbye Girl’

appearing on hits such as ‘Rotterdam’

who had a speeded-up chase sequence

West Virginia, mountain

Welcome to North Macedonia

lcome to Skopje,
the capital and
largest city in

North Macedonia. The city
is very much the political,
economic, academic and
cultural hub of this repub-
lic, and the birthplace of
Mother Teresa.

A landlocked country, with
Kosovo to the north-west,
Serbia to the north, Bulgaria to
the east, Albania to the west and
Greece to the south. If you are
wondering why it is called North
Macedonia, it’s due to a name
change dating back to just 2019.

After declaring independence
from Yugoslavia in 1991, the
country adopted the name the
Socialist Republic of Macedo-
nia. This caused tensions with
Greece which also has a region
called Macedonia, which hous-
es the city of Thessaloniki.
This region borders what was
then known as the country of
Macedonia.

Greece continued to block Mac-
edonia from joining NATO until
a name change was sought
through the Prepsa Agreement
between Athens and Skopje.
The Republic of Macedonia
became the Republic of North

Macedonia, paving the way for
entry to NATO in March 2020.

The people of North Macedonia
are still referred to as Macedo-
nians, with the language also
officially known as Macedoni-
an. The population is around
2m, with around a quarter of
those residing in Skopje.

The currency here is the Mac-
edonian Denar, where £1 is
equivalent to 72 MKD, although
hotels tend to be priced in Euros,
but be careful: exchange rates
can vary wildly.

Around 80% of Skopje was
destroyed in an earthquake in
1963, flattening many monu-
ments throughout the city.

It is one of the most polluted
cities in the world, and the
winter months in North Mac-
edonia can be troubling for
the locals due to the smell and
pollution in the air. In 2014,
an app called AirCare was
created by a local eco-activist,
which uses a traffic light sys-
tem to warn locals as to the
levels of pollution in the air.
Central heating is often not
affordable, so people resort

to burning flammables that
release toxic emissions.

Ticket Collection Point

ngland Supporters

Travel Club members

will once again follow
the 100% ticket collection
process for this game.

The Ticket Collection Point
will be based at the Holiday
Inn Skopje hotel on the Vardar
river front, not far from the
main Macedonia Square. FA
stewards will be in attendance
to guide you to the correct
entrance. Please remember
your photo ID in the form of
a driving licensce, passport or
ESTC membership card.

Opening Times

....................................

Fans’ Embassy Location

he England Fans’ Em-
Tbassy will be based in
the Macedonia Square
and will be here if you need

any help and support whilst
on your visit.

You can contact us on Face-
book or X (Twitter) at @
WeAreFreeLions, or via our
Fans’ Embassy helpline which
will be operating 24/7 on +44
7956 121314.

We will be operating in the
afternoon of Sunday 19th
November till around 5pm,
and from around 10:30am till
around 5pm on matchday.
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The Stadium

he National Are-
Tna Todor Proeski,

Skopje, which holds
33,011 spectators, is where
North Macedonia play all of
their national fixtures. The
stadium played host to the
2017 European Super Cup
between Real Madrid and
Manchester United, with
Real Madrid running out
2-1 winners.

By an executive decision of
the government of North
Macedonia adopted in 2019,
the National Arena was re-
named “National Arena Todor
Proeski” in honour of the
Macedonian pop icon Todor
“Tose” Proeski.

England fans’ group raises £1

he England Block 109
Tfans group recently
surpassed £10,000
in donations! On visits
to Wroclaw and Glasgow,

they continued their work

for charitable causes by
donating books and com-
puter tablets to Naratunek
Children’s Cancer Hospital,
allowing the children to
learn, play, and video call
their families.

The stadium is home to Vardar
and Rabotnichki who play in
the Macedonian First League,
as well as being an athletics
stadium. Vardar, unfortunately
known locally as VAR, is the
most successful club in Mac-
edonian football. FK Rabnot-
nichki once hosted Liverpool
here back in 2010, losing in a
Europa League qualifier.

England fans will be housed
in blocks 10 and 11 in the East
Tribune of the stadium, which
is where England fans will
arrive from the city centre.
Due to the athletics that take
place here, a good old running
track sets the away end quite
far back from the pitch.

Block 109 representatives then
visited the West of Scotland
Cricket Club, significant to its
local community and world
football as the home of the
first-ever international match,
which finished 0-0 between
Scotland and England, to do-
nate a defibrillator.

For £5
per month, you’ll be entered
into a prize draw, whilst also
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Getting to the Ground

ravel to the stadium
Tshould be relative-

ly simple for those
who are already in the city
centre, as the stadium is

walkable in around 15-20
minutes.

From the south side of

the river, next to the main
square, there is a path along
the river that England fans
should follow that will lead
directly to the stadium and
the away end.

Anyone arriving by bus we
have been told there will be
parking for the buses but
please keep an eye out for
further information on this
as space may be limited.

For any fans with wheel-
chairs, the riverside route is
wheelchair accessible, and
you will be guided to a sep-
arate entrance once you get
near the stadium by stewards
in attendance.

0,000

supporting the good work of
England fans helping char-
itable causes on our travels.

Please email

(Twitter)

Ground Rules
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he gates to the sta-
Tdium will be opening

around 2 hours before
kick-off at 18:45, and there
will be just one entry point
for England fans that will
be clear upon arrival from
the city centre.

Once you arrive, the usual
ticket and body checks will be
in place before arriving at the
turnstile, which we were told
on the security visit will be
manned by stewards scanning
your ticket. Fans should follow
the ramp up to the stairs on
the left-hand side and into the
away section concourse.

Flags at the normal UEFA
sizes are fine, but they will be
checked upon entry, no larger
than 2 x 1.5m. There is plenty
of space for flags in the away
section, but stewards will be
on hand to assist in putting
some flags on the running
track if needed.

We were also told NO bags or
battery packs, and there is no
storage facility at the stadium
so you’d be best leaving them
at the hotel or on the bus if
travelling in.

No alcohol will be served in-
side the stadium as per North
Macedonian law, but refresh-
ments will be available in the
away section. We must stress,
this stadium operates a CASH
ONLY policy.

We are receiving multi-

ple complaints from female
supporters that male fans are
using the female toilets at
England away games. Come on
lads, have some consideration!

—.. Signage for
iSAJJET“‘ the toilets was

very confus-
. ing when we
| visited here,

: where a large
TOILETS sign was placed
above the fe-
male toilets with the univer-
sal male symbol, with only a
small sticker on the door that
indicated it was to be used by
females. We did ask for this to
be changed.

We are expecting a holdback
after the game for up to 30
minutes to allow home fans
to clear, but announcements
will be made on this during
the game.

Useful Info
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Fans’ Embassy Helpline:
+44, 7956 12 13 14

Email:
freelions@thefsa.org.uk

Twitter:
@WeAreFreeLions

Facebook:
facebook.com/FreeLions

British Embassy:
+389 23299 299

England Supporters Club
(The FA):
+44 7790 371105
Emergencies:

112

112
112
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Skopje:

Eating & Drinking
Things to See & Do '

Quiz Answers

....................................

Scouse Phil’s Music Quiz

or the most part, 159/ 2huey 6
everything in Skopje IH Auuag -8
is within walking dis- nog nimnesq /.
tance. There are local buses pnos hneod .
that run around the city, 1SaM 0D "9
they look like recycled red < < ejoqeq YMoN G
London buses, but taxis are - [aseq Y
also very cheap.
J9p1og ay3 Jo ynos, €
Due to the fact that most of us kopje has plenty to of- century and is worth a visit. ngland fans in Skopje Inn since we know some of sfog doys 194 ‘¢
will have our mobile data turned fer and will satisfy your It overlooks the Stone Bridge certainly won'’t strug-  you can’t resist. Next to the apuelo PUBLIY T

off during our stay since it falls
outside of the EU and the coun-
tries that most network provid-
ers cover for free, you’ll have to
make use of popping into a hotel
or a bar/restaurant and asking
them to book you a taxi. Taxis
obviously accept cash, but if you

needs, whether that be
sight seeing or just staying
in the bars and enjoying the
cheap beer.

The Old Bazaar (pictured)
is, for those who travelled to
Qatar, very similar to the Souq,

which separates the two sides
of the city, another photo op-
portunity before England flags
likely cover it on matchday!

On the other side of the Vardar
River is the Mother Teresa
Memorial House which sits just

gle on either side of
the Vardar River for food
and drink, with the Old Ba-
zaar offering plenty, as well
as the Macedonia Square
(pictured) and riverfront
catering for our every need.

Irish Bar are multiple other
bars and restaurants that we
recommend, and we are sure
will fill up with England fans.
R -

Speoy A1juno)

‘QWOH 9N 9¥e], *

(=]
-

Back Page Football Quiz

puUasuUMO], SOIPUY "0

do ask a local establishment to old stalls and shops, bars south of the Macedonia Square We are devastated to report 'ﬁ wioypoIs 6
book you one, make sure they and restaurants, you won’t and is free to enter, with open- that there is no McDonald’s in funo) 110d3d01s ‘g
specify that you’d like to pay go wrong here. Many of the ing times of 9am-2pm on a Skopje, but don’t worry, there urqn@ uorq ‘L
by card if that is your preferred establishments are cash only Saturday and Sunday, and 9am is a Burger King in Macedo- ' 9 .
means of payment. however, so keep that in mind till 8pm during the week. nia Square. Do try to sample PIAR[SOSDA 9
as cash machines in the area some of the brilliant bars and Also on the riverfront are a umoJ, weyualpy) S
Local taxis are white with yel-  are limited. If you’re looking The Macedonia Square itself restaurants around the square,  few pirate ships that have (xeA) PUEISUH uaireq
low livery and all are labelled for fakes of some popular is fantastic, with numerous there are multiple cuisines and  been turned into drinking and ¢ .
with a number, make sure designer items, this is your monuments dedicated to they are all relatively cheap eating establishments. For the (301) 19dooy UOWIS Y7
you use these. There are ranks  place, although Free Lions national heroes throughout as well. craft beer lovers amongst you, zelq sm7 "€
around the city, but equally cannot guarantee the quality! their history, with an Arc de there is one bar on the main 9T6T Ul Paleald
there are cars who seem to Triumph style monument just square. Most bars and restau- :
pose as taxis, we would rec- It has had to be rebuilt numer- east of the square. In fact, rants on the south side of the sem 3sod a3 2oUIS
ommend you avoid these. ous times since its Ottoman there are statues all over this river accept cards, but you’ll paoes uaaq pey 1a3e
empire days, with earthquakes  city, a deliberate ploy by the need cash in the Old Bazaar. -UPW WEJ] UBPULIID
Taxis from the airport we and wars hammering this Macedonian government to X
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nities, it dates back to the 6th

minutes from the city centre.

collection point at the Holiday

for the cooler weather.
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Obituary: Sir Bobby Charlton

by Clive Hetherington

Free Lions pays tribute to Sir Bobby Charlton, whose

death at 86 leaves Sir Geoff Hurst as the sole survivor
of England’s 1966 World Cup-winning team

ball fame was such that

Sir Bobby Charlton’s foot-
it transcended the game.

In sport, some names are
universal, like Muhammad
Ali and Pele. Much the same
can be said of Bobby Charlton,
widely regarded as England’s
greatest player.

The Manchester United star
bestrode a glorious era with
both club and country. Along-
side brother, Jack, he achieved
immortal status as a member
of the England side that beat
West Germany 4-2 in the 1966
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World Cup final at Wembley.
Bobby scored both goals in the
semi-final with Portugal after
netting in the group stage
against Mexico.

Two years later, again under
the Twin Towers, he scored
twice as United became the
first English club to win the
European Cup, beating Portu-
gal’s Benfica 4-1.

Charlton was blessed, and not
just with his outstanding abil-
ity as an attacking midfielder

who specialised in spectacular,
long-range goals. On February

-

6, 1958, he survived when the
plane carrying the United party
home from a European Cup tie
crashed as it attempted to take
off in snowbound Munich.

The Busby Babes - as Sir Matt
Busby’s fledgling side were
dubbed - were devastated. Eight
of Bobby’s teammates died and
he spoke of his feelings of sur-
vivors’ guilt, an admission that
typified his humility.

Ashington-born Charlton,
related to Newcastle and
England great Jackie Milburn,
scored 49 goals - a record
that stood until 2015 - in 106
England games and played

in three World Cups before
retiring from international
football after the tournament
in Mexico in 1970.

In 1973, he left Manchester
United after scoring 249 goals
in 758 appearances.

He became player-manager
at Preston and was later a
director and caretaker boss at
Wigan, but he eventually re-
turned to United as a director
and ambassador.

In November 2020, four
months after Jack’s death at
85, it was confirmed that, like
his brother, Bobby was afflict-
ed by dementia.

On learning of his passing, Sir
Geoff Hurst tweeted, “Very sad
news today. One of the true
Greats Sir Bobby Charlton has
passed away. We will never
forget him & nor will all of
football.

“A great colleague & friend

he will be sorely missed by all
of the country beyond sport
alone. Condolences to his fam-
ily & friends from Geoff and
[Hurst’s wife] Judith.”’

Free Lions also re-
members Franny Lee

Charlton died on October 21,
and 19 days earlier we lost for-
mer England and Manchester
City forward Francis Lee aged
79 after a battle with cancer.

Lee, famed for his penal-
ty-scoring prowess, was a
league title, FA Cup and Euro-
pean Cup Winners’ Cup winner
with City in 1968, ‘69 and ‘70
respectively.

‘Franny’, as he was affection-
ately known, formed a legend-
ary City trio alongside Colin
Bell and Mike Summerbee.

Lee also won a league title
with Derby County in 1975, but
returned to City as chairman
for four years from 1994.

He played in all but one of
England’s four matches at the
1970 World Cup, and scored
ten goals in 27 games for his
country.

It has been a sad and poignant
few months for English foot-
ball. The deaths of Charlton
and Lee followed the passing
of fellow England interna-
tionals Trevor Francis at 69

in July, and John Hollins at 76
in June.

Lions in the Wilderness

A new book by Free Lions’ Clive Hetherington

England were deposed

as world champions and
failed to qualify for two
World Cups as well as miss-
ing out on as many Europe-
an Championship finals.

It was the decade in which

The book, due out in March in
the build-up to Euro 2024, is
by long-standing Free Lions
contributors Clive Hethering-
ton and Joe Hetherington, and
is published by Pitch Publish-
ing.

Former Newcastle United

and England striker Malcolm
Macdonald, who in April 1975
scored all five goals in the Eu-
ropean Championship qualifier
against Cyprus at Wembley,
has supplied the foreword.

‘Supermac’ recalls that famous
match and the quirks of Don
Revie, including the England
manager’s surprising response
when he reported for duty
before the home friendly with
West Germany a month earlier:

‘He called me in for his third
game and I arrived at the team
hotel on the Sunday night and
went and found him in the
lounge with his entourage -

he always had this entourage
around him. I said, “Malcolm
Macdonald reporting, no inju-
ries from the game yesterday.”

‘And he just looked at me and
said, “I don’t want you here, I
feel you’ve been foisted upon
me by the press, so if you
don’t score on Wednesday, I’1l
never pick you again.”’

Macdonald did score, in a 2-0
win.

LIONS

WILDERNESS

England’s Decade

of Decline
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Free Lions Football Quiz

In the recent qualifier v Ukraine, how
many of England’s starting XI played
club football abroad, and who are they?

What was unusual about German man-
ager Hansi Flick’s September sacking?

Who scored Liverpool’s goal v Spurs
that caused a VAR outcry following its
incorrect ruling out for offside?

...and name either the ref or VAR ref
who chalked it off?

Which League 1 team went 11 games
without scoring before Rob Street struck
in a 1-1 draw with Derby in October?

What national league did teams in
North Macedonia play in prior to 1992¢

Which former England player (4
caps) was born in Leicester in 1969, is
now a TV and pundit, and shares his
surname with a European capital city?

Which League 2 side plays at Edge-
ley Park, the closest league ground to
the River Mersey?

GB last won the men’s Olympic
football title in 1912 when the Olympics
was held in which Scandinavian city?

I was born in London in 1991 and,
whilst at Spurs, won 13 England caps
scoring 3 goals. I left Spurs in 2016
and have gone on to play for 4 Premier
League sides, recently joining a new-
ly-promoted team. Who am I?



