FOOTBALL SUPPORTERS’ ASSOCIATION

Monday 9" December 2024

Dear Mark
Re: FIFA World Cups 2030/2034

Thank you for your time last week, and the opportunity to discuss the concerns we have
on behalf of our members ahead of the formal decision on the hosting of the 2030 and
2034 men's World Cups. We very much welcome your approach and constructive
engagement with the FSA on these issues. We undertook to write to you to outline our

position on the issues we discussed.

Notwithstanding the assurances that you explained that the FA Board, and presumably
other national associations, have been given by the bidding organisation, there remain
very serious misgivings about both the process which FIFA has put in place to agree the
hosting of the next two men’s World Cup finals tournaments, and the reality of the
experience for supporters attending the World Cup finals were the Kingdom of Saudi

Arabia to be awarded the privilege of hosting the finals in 2034.

The process to decide the hosting of the next two tournaments looks to have been
designed to intentionally minimise the opportunity for real scrutiny and comparison of
bids, and thereby reduce the influence that the FA and other national associations have in
ensuring commitments on spectator safety, the protection of human rights and quality of

sporting provision are made, kept and robustly monitored.

Yet it is within the power of national associations to make clear to FIFA that they should
restore the voting process for awarding the 2030 and 2034 finals tournaments - and we
would request that the FA seek to work with other associations in demanding a return to
a more transparent appraisal and voting approach. This mirrors the position of our
counterpart organisation, Football Supporters Europe, in its discussions with governing

bodies across Europe.
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At the very least, the awarding of future men’s World Cup finals should incorporate the
development of more specific and comprehensive human rights strategies, incorporating
meaningful stakeholder engagement and legally binding commitments. If no such
accommodation is made, we would then urge the FA Board to formally decline to support

the bids at the forthcoming meeting of the FIFA Congress.

Our principal locus is on behalf of supporters who travel to the tournaments, attending
matches to support the national team. As we know you appreciate, supporters travelling
to and attending international tournaments bring much of the colour and atmosphere
which helps to make the finals a sporting spectacle which garners widespread attention
and enthusiasm. Supporters have demonstrated over successive tournaments that in the
vast majority they behave respectfully and are appreciative of the character and culture of
host nations. However, supporters have the right to expect that they too should be
respected as visitors to the host nations, and that they are entitled to freedom of

expression and to feel safe when attending matches.

Our experience from the last men’s World Cup is that, despite assurances given in the
lead up to the tournament, that was not the case. Indeed, some supporters declined to
attend at all, so concerned were they that their personal safety would be compromised.
This is clearly unacceptable, particularly when that concern is rooted in fear of

discrimination on the basis of gender, sexual orientation or ethnicity.

Further, there are some aspects of tournament organisation which, at the last World Cup,
changed at the very last moment and with previous commitments and arrangements
abandoned with little notice. This caused confusion for supporters attending the
tournament, and that lack of clarity should be avoided in the future. We would therefore
request that whatever the outcome of the forthcoming Congress, the FA agrees to
engage with the FSA on arrangements and considerations for supporters in the lead up
to the tournaments and, where appropriate, include supporters in discussions with
tournament organisers where there is a likely material impact on the supporter

experience.

Supported by:

PO Box 1449,

Sunderland, "
Tyne and Wear, Premier League

SR5 9UW Fans Fund

info@thefsa.org.uk
www.thefsa.org.uk

The Unified Football Supporters’ Organisation
Company No: 11660866
VAT Registration Number: 311485035



mailto:info@thefsa.org.uk
http://www.thefsa.org.uk/

FOOTBALL SUPPORTERS’ ASSOCIATION

The World Cup finals tournament is a showcase for competitive international elite

football, and as such there is a special responsibility on all of us to seek to ensure the

highest possible standards and integrity of all aspects of the awarding of, organisation

and delivery of the finals. We stand ready to play our part alongside the FA in that regard.

It is hugely disappointing that this is not the approach that FIFA appears to have taken

thus far, and we hope national associations will take a clear position, so that they might

not be put in such an invidious position by FIFA in the future.

Given the level of interest in and attention on this issue, we are copying this

correspondence to FA Board members, and also intend to share it with our member

organisations.

Yours sincerely,

Tom Greatrex,

Chair FSA, FA Council member

PO Box 1449,
Sunderland,
Tyne and Wear,
SR59UW
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Chris Paouros,

Vice-chair FSA , FA Council member
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