
Tom Avis

The Football Association

(by email – Tom.Avis@thefa.com)

19 December 2024

Dear Mr Avis,

Welsh EFL Clubs/FAW League Cup proposal

Thank you for your correspondence of 3 December 2024, and subsequent copies of your
exchanges of correspondence with the clubs and UEFA, in relation to a proposal for Welsh
EFL clubs to take part in the FAW League Cup, with qualification for the UEFA Conference
League. We are pleased to be able to provide a response on behalf of the Football
Supporters’ Association (FSA).

As you may be aware, the FSA’s membership is made up of supporters’ trusts,
independent supporter groups and individuals from across the English andWelsh football
pyramids. For the purposes of this consultation, that therefore includes supporters’
organisations for Welsh EFL clubs, English EFL clubs and other Welsh clubs, participating
either in the English or Welsh league systems.

Furthermore, we note from the correspondence that the Welsh EFL clubs state that they
had not consulted their supporter bases prior to this proposal being submitted to the FA
for consideration. Whilst we acknowledge that the Clubs concerned have stated that were
there to be a positive response to this proposal, they would then seek to engage their
supporters, our view is that there would have been greater value for the clubs and
authorities involved in this consideration had there been some level of prior consultation
with supporters. It is therefore not surprising that in our discussion with our members
associated with the clubs concerned, in many cases this was the first time they had any
awareness of any such proposal, and responses were therefore initial views rather than
having been considered in more detail.

While there are mixed views amongst supporters on different aspects and potential
consequences of this proposal being adopted, there is a broad level of concern for the
potential implications for both Welsh and English EFL clubs which might arise.
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Amongst supporters of the Welsh EFL clubs, there is some excitement at the prospect of
participating in UEFA club competitions but equally concern that any such move would
undermine their future continued participation in the English league pyramid and EFL
cup competitions.

Amongst supporters of English EFL clubs, there is concern at an apparent unfairness in
increasing the likelihood of a small number of EFL clubs being able to participate in UEFA
club competitions which is unavailable to the majority of clubs participating in the same
domestic leagues.

Amongst the supporters of Merthyr Town, currently the only Welsh club participating in
the English national league system, there is concern that they are being denied the
possibility of competing in the FAW League Cup other than were they to join the Welsh
pyramid.

Amongst supporters more widely, there is concern about the potential read across to both
England andWales national teams’ ability to compete separately in UEFA and FIFA
tournaments, and a similar impact on the development on the higher levels of the
women’s game. While we acknowledge there is not necessarily a direct and immediate
risk, the greater blending of English andWelsh competitions might be used in future to
justify a challenge to the current situation.

While the subsequent correspondence from UEFA helpfully clarifies the likely approach
were a Welsh EFL club participating in the FAW League Cup to qualify for European
participation through an EFL Competition, it does not address issues relating to fixture
congestion and the competing demands of, for example, an EFL Championship club from
Wales also participating in a UEFA club competition.

At present, as we understand it, there is a dispensation for EFL clubs to take part in league
fixtures on the same weeks as UEFA club competitions. It is some years since an EFL Club
has participated in a UEFA club competition, and while it is theoretically possible were an
EFL club to win the EFL's League Cup, under this proposal it would become a much more
likely eventuality with significant fixture congestion impacting upon supporters,
participants and potentially the sporting integrity of competitions towards the end of a
season. Given the well documented challenges there are in formulating a fixture calendar
already, we think this should be given full consideration in the FA’s decision making
process.

While it is difficult for the FSA to provide an absolute position, the above factors are
material concerns expressed by FSA members and we would urge the FA to give all of
those due consideration as part of your decision making process.
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We would be happy to participate in any further consideration of more detailed proposals
were that to be appropriate in the future.

Yours sincerely

Tom Greatrex

Chair, Football Supporters’ Association
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