WOMEN'S WOMEN’S
SUPER LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP

WPLL x FSA

Minutes of Supporter Engagement Group Meeting

h
Date: Wednesday 7 May 2025

At: Wembley Stadium

Attendees

WPLL
Nikk Doucet (ND) — CEO

Holly Murdoch (HM) — COO
Ruth Hooper (RH) — CMO
Ben Whybrow (BW) — Head of Communications

Katie Robinson (KR) — PA to CEO and COO

FSA

Deborah Dilworth (DD) — Head of Women’s Football
Chris Paouros (CP) — Vice Chair

Women’s Super League Reps

Zoe Draper (ZD) — Arsenal Women Supporters Club

Sian Wallis (SW) — Proud Lilywhites

Jude Morris-King (JMK) — Manchester City Women’s Official Supporters Group
Women’s Championship Reps
Simon Colebrook (SC) — Pompey Supporters Trust

Bik Singh (BS) — Blues 4 All

Heather Mckinlay (HM) — Charlton Athletic Supporters Trust
Women’s Game, Fans for Diversity Reps

Hina Shafi (HS)

Sachin Patel (SP)

Apologies:
Dave Rose — Deputy CEO, FSA
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1. Welcome and Introduction

DD welcomed all participants to the meeting and provided an overview of the
purpose of the supporter engagement group meetings. Members from all parties
introduced themselves.

2. League Cup Format

The FSA asked about the league cup format and whether it is being reviewed
and how it will work going forwards.

The league confirmed that the current format is potentially problematic and want
to find a solution that is best for all parties involved.

The league confirmed that the league cup will continue to run for next season but
that they are reviewing all competitions holistically to encourage more moments
of jeopardy.

3. Kick Off Times

The FSA raised the issue of kick off times and the issue of them being
consistently challenging for supporters. Certain times make it harder to travel for
fans and there are several fixtures that have been challenging recently.

The league stated it is always a fine balance to ensure suitable fixtures for all.
Several needs need to be satisfied. It is not easy to balance broadcaster and fan
travel etc.

The league stated that two slots that do not compete with men’s football is
Sunday at midday and 3pm Saturday.

The FSA raised that it would be helpful for clubs to work with supporters’ groups
to look at options for travel to help supporters attend difficult fixture kick off times.
League partnerships also make it easier for fans to travel too (e.g Chelsea vs
Man U rearranged match).

4. Applications to Championship

The FSA asked the league what the process is for an FA Women'’s National
League (FAWNL) club to apply for promotion into the Championship.

The league explained the processes for all promotion (i.e. FAWNL to
Championship and Championship to WSL). FAWNL are offered a chance to apply
for promotion and go through a process of several checks and balances through
the process which takes several months. The league does this to make sure that
all promoted clubs are safe to operate and operate at minimum standards.
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Throughout the process there are several interviews, pieces of paperwork and
other requirements. These are all surrounded by several support sessions for the
clubs.

The current seasons minimum standards are used as the benchmark. Formal
applications close in February for FAWNL and March for Championship to WSL.

A technical panel lead interviews and then decision goes to the WPLL board.

The league work closely with FAWNL team at the FA to ensure a smooth
transition.

The league confirmed that the aim all governance documents (including
application processes) will be published, and this will be staggered over a few
seasons.

The FSA welcomed the move to publish all documentation as it shows a level of
transparency, which is needed.

5. WPLL Proposals

The FSA and the league entered into a workshop around some of the proposed
changes to the league.

Supporters were talked through mission and aims of the league and league staff
reemphasized their duty to the whole ecosystem of the women’s game.

The league talked through the challenges being faced which include — calendar
restrictions, player welfare matters, the desire to increase jeopardy across the
two divisions.

The FSA volunteers and league staff entered into small groups to discuss
different ways of overcoming these challenges from a supporter perspective
which connected to several ideas being explored.

The attendees used the recent FSA survey information as well as feedback from
the wider FSA women’s game network to help aid discussions.

Next steps

The league confirmed they would be continuing to consult several stakeholders
as they work on a confirmed proposal

The FSA and WPLL will be hosting another consultation meeting for members of
the FSA women’s game network circa w/c 19" May.
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Actions
DD to consolidate supporter feedback from this session to share with the WPLL.

DD to confirm which clubs have consulted their supporters’ groups and send to
the WPLL.

WPLL to remind clubs about local consultation during their next CEO call

6. AOB/Close

Next meeting: TBC



