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Welcome to Dallas/Arlington, to Texas, and
to the start of the FIFA World Cup 2026, for
us at least!

We start our journey here in North Texas against Croatia, an all too
familiar outfit in recent times. A win here would certainly set us on a
good path to hopefully topping this group.

After a successful Florida series, and an insight into the chaos the
weather here can cause, why not cool down a little and take a trip to
Texas...

After all the talk, the controversy, the prices, we're sure you are just as
happy as we are to get the football underway. Let’s hope this is the
start of something beautiful that we experience in North America this
summer, with possibilities open of travelling to all three host nations.

A slightly different outlook for the Free Lions this time. A new
design, a new layout, and with this version we celebrate issue 200! A
milestone we are very proud of, and very thankful to you for grabbing
your issue everywhere we go. We know there are some of you out
there that have every single one. Keep an eye on page 15 for a word
from our Gaffer, Mr Kevin Miles, OBE.

As ever, your Fans’ Embassy team will be on hand to help you. Our
24/7 helpline is open on +44 7956 12 13 14, or you can reach us
via our social media channels.

This time? COME ON ENGLAND!

IT WASN'T ME

We have tried to ensure the accuracy

of all the information provided in this
fanzine, but accept no responsibility for
any loss, injury or inconvenience suffered
by anyone relying on its contents. None
of the financial support we have received
© The FA/Getty to produce Free Lions impacts on what
we put into it. Consequently, none of

our supporters can be held in any way
responsible for the contents of, nor the
views expressed in, this fanzine.

COVER STORY

Cover image courtesy of the FA. Images
throughout this guide courtesy of the
FA, Alamy and the Unsplash creative
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skipper, Harry Kane. Some
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Germany for not starting with
the captain, and had we won
in Berlin | wouldn't have again,
but we didn't, so here he is.
The man had an unbelievable
season with Bayern, once
again a Deutsche Meister, and
let's hope that form carries
over into the World Cup with
his German gaffer.

This edition of the Free Lions was written
by Thomas Concannon, but was supported
in its production by Richard Weekes, Steve
Lewis, Joanna Manning-Cooper, the host
city organisers in Dallas, Independent
Supporters Committee reps Bailey Brown
and Justin Friedberg, Gareth Parkin, Wayne
Mitchell, Ashley Brown, Kevin Miles OBE,
Clive Hetherington, Joe Hetherington, Phil
Rowley, Jonny Sams, Harvey Brown and
Libby McElhinney.

Dallas is often associated with
the name Dallas-Fort Worth
(DFW), given the close proximity
of the two cities, and is also the
name of the major international
airport situated between the
two. For those old enough it is
also synonymous with the 80’s
TV show that shared its name.
Now, who did shoot JR?

Dallas was formalised as a city
in 1856, and throughout time

no less than six different flags
have laid claim to the area, with
Spain, France, Mexico, the flag
of the Republic of Texas, the
Confederate Flag and the United
States of America all claiming
the land at some point.

During World War II, Dallas was

a major hub of manufacturing
vehicles and aeroplanes for the
US and Allied Forces, during which
2000 RAF and US Army pilots
came to the area to learn to fly.

Whilst much of its recent history

is in cotton and oil, nowadays
Dallas has developed into a
major hub across multiple
sectors, including AT&T
Communications, the largest
telecommunications company in
the world. US airline Southwest
Airlines is based here, as well

as American Airlines using

the airport as a main hub, and
the city itself has the highest
concentration of Fortune 500
companies operating out of

it. The popular chain 7-Eleven
opened its first store here, with
its headquarters in Irving, just
outside of Dallas. They have over
86,000 stores worldwide, try that
question out over a pint.

One of the most famous
incidents in Dallas in recent
times was the shooting of US
President John F. Kennedy. The
shooting took place at Dealey
Plaza in downtown Dallas

in November 1963, and its
infamous grassy knoll and book
repository are open to visitors.

'E For more information
on Dallas, please

visit our website at
FreeLions.co.uk




Dallas Stadium

GETTING TO THE GROUND  both journeys. individual

Train/Shuttle Bus

Whether you are coming
from Dallas or Fort Worth,
you have the option of
getting a Trinity Railway
Express (TRE) service to
CentrePort station. Trains
run approximately every 30
mins from Victory Station
in Dallas, as well as from
Central Station in Fort
Worth. Once you arrive at
CentrePort Station, there
will be a free shuttle bus
service to and from the
stadium. We would advise
bringing some water for the
journey. The shuttle bus will
drop you off at the Bus Hub,
which is around a 10-15
minute walk to the stadium,
it will be hot!

You should download the
GoPass app and look at
buying a regional day pass
for DART which costs

$9, this will cover you for

THE STADIUM

The AT&T Stadium, known
as the Dallas Stadium for the
World Cup, has a capacity

of around 94,000 for the
tournament. The home of
the Dallas Cowboys and
their famous cheerleaders,
and also known as ‘Jerry
World’ because of the owner
Jerry Jones, it is a pretty

journeys cost $6 and again
can be purchased through
the app.

Should the station in Dallas
become very busy, there are
contingency plans in place

for an alternate bus service.

Driving

Arlington is located
between Dallas and Fort
Worth, just off Interstate
30. Official parking is still
available for a ridiculous
price on Just Park, via
FIFA's website, prices start
at $128. There is very
limited parking around

sensational stadium. It
opened in 2009 and cost
$1.3 billion to build.

Arlington itself, so if you
do want to chance it, make
sure you get there early.

Taxi

If you plan on using the
rideshare options such
as Lyft or Uber, there is a
specific drop-off and pick
up point around 10-15
minute walk from the
stadium. Surge pricing is
likely to hit quite hard here,
especially after the game,
so just keep that in mind.

Whilst it may sound like

a bit of a trek, we would
definitely advise using the
train service option.

Huge concourses, a closed
roof, gigantic TV screens,
cup holders in each seat, it
feels very akin to Tottenham
Hotspur’s new ground,

but better.

We expect England
supporters from the official
allocation to be located in
blocks 147-149, 246-249,
301-305 and 345-350.

GROUND RULES

The stadium rules at all games at the World
Cup will be roughly the same, and should
anything be different we will highlight it in
this section of the Free Lions in each future
edition throughout the tournament.

« Stadium opens 12:00.
+ Must have passport to purchase alcohol.

- Clear bag policy (12" x 6” x 12") or a non-clear

purse 4.5" x 6.5".

* No official bag storage - there are some

independent options available online.

+ 590ml factory sealed clear plastic water bottle

is permitted.

+ Suncream in a tube and power banks are allowed.

* No umbrellas, no camera bags, no banners

with political or discriminatory messaging, no
aerosols. Full list of items on FIFA's website.

* Flags 2m x 1.5m are allowed,

anything larger up to 4m x 4m
you must get prior approval
via the QR code, this closes
48 hours before the game you
want to take it to.

EATING AND DRINKING

Whether you are staying in
Dallas, Arlington, Fort Worth or
any other area of North Texas,
you certainly won't be short of
places to eat and drink. Some
recommendations of our own
for drinking in or near Dallas are
areas such as Deep Ellum, Lower
Greenville, Bishop Arts District,
Carrollton and Legacy West
(Plano). There are a few options
in downtown Dallas too, such
as the AT&T Discovery District
and the Rodeo Bar. There are a
couple of Irish bars nearby too.

In Fort Worth, the Stockyards,
the Fort Worth Cultural District,
Sundance Square, Historic
Downtown Grapevine, Magnolia
Avenue (near Southside).

For some football-specific
recommendations in Dallas,
head to Peticolas Brewing
Company, the City Tavern,
Community Beer Company,

Harwood Arms, The Londoner
(Mockingbird), The Old Monk.
In Frisco, Rollertown Beerworks
and The Derbyshire, and in Fort
Worth HopFusion Ale Works,
CowTown Brewing, Wild Acre
Beer Garden and Flying Saucer.

For food, it is Texas, so just eat
BBQ food, if you can. There

are plenty of options, but

Terry Black’s BBQ, Lockhart
Smokehouse and Pecan Lodge
come recommended. There are
also plenty of Tex-Mex options,
and if you are looking for things
such as burgers, McDonald's is
obviously available, but popular
options such as Whataburger

have multiple locations and are a
hit with the locals.

If you do try BBQ, the price of
the meat is often dependent on
what it weighs, so do be careful
when ordering. You can always
go back for more.

On matchday near the stadium
there are a few options, with
Texas Live! being very popular.
Unfortunately, they have set
an entry fee of $20 which you
can pay on the door, first come,
first served, or you can book
online. It is a huge venue with
a capacity for thousands and
is within walking distance of
the stadium.



THINGS TO SEE AND DO

Visiting the area where President John F. Kennedy
was shot is probably on the list of most people
visiting here simply for its historical relevance. You
can book tours for this where you will visit Dealey
Plaza, visit the infamous Sixth Floor and visit Lee
Harvey Oswald’s Rooming House.

Air Force personnel who came here to learn to fly
in WWII. The museum is run by volunteers who
heavily rely on donations.

If you are there for a few days, we would
recommend heading over to Fort Worth
and visiting the Stockyards, you won't be
disappointed by this.

FIFA FAN FESTIVAL

The FIFA Fan Festival is
located at Fair Park, on
the Green Line, and entry
is free. Capacity is huge,
but you can pre-book

via dallasfwc26.com/
fifafanfestival-dallas/

There will be a huge
screen showing the game,
as well as plenty of food

For those that love a skyline view, head to
Reunion Tower and its observation deck.

If you want to stadium hop, you can visit Dallas
FC’s stadium in Frisco, or the multiple venues
around Arlington. Perhaps more famous, the
Cotton Bowl Stadium at Fair Park, the host of
matches at the 1994 World Cup, and is the
former home of the Dallas Cowboys before
moving to the AT&T.

In terms of a bit of history there are many
museums that will interest you. In Arlington,
there is a National Medal of Honour museum

not far from the stadium. We also have met
multiple times with the British Flying Training
School in Terrell, around 45 mins from Dallas. We
introduced them to the ESTC who have kindly put
a trip on for ESTC members. If you can’t make
that trip but would like to visit, it really is a great
set up and a great place to learn about the British

GIANT EYEBALL

One of the slightly peculiar sights but one
worth getting a snap of is the giant eyeball
located in downtown Dallas on Main Street.
We're not really sure what we can add

to that, but it is a giant eyeball, and who
doesn't want to see a giant eyeball?

Unlike what we are used
to this one might actually
be quite a good place to
watch games, particularly
if you managed to grab
one of the proper theatre
seats under cover

GETTING AROUND

The main transport system in this area of
Texas is the Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART)
which consists of the 93-mile long DART rail
services on multiple lines (Blue, Green, Red
and Orange), streetcar services, buses and
the Trinity Railway Express (TRE) which runs
services between Dallas and Fort Worth and
the airport.

Rideshare options are obviously available such
as Uber and Lyft, as well as the recent roll out
of Waymo, driverless cars, if you dare.

Driving around this area of North Texas is
relatively easy, the roads are huge and getting

and beer options available.

FSA FANS' EMBASSY

The Fans’ Embassy will be
located at the City Tavern pub
on Tuesday 16th June from
around 12pm until 5pm.

On matchday, we will be
located at the eSports
Stadium at the Arlington
Museum of Art from around
9am until 1pm.

We will hopefully be joined by
ESTC and British Consulate
staff at some point. Times
will be confirmed on our
social channels.

The FSA Fans’ Embassy is
operated by the Football
Supporters’ Association

and our service is fully
confidential. We are a by
fans, for fans service, working
hard to ensure your voice is
heard by key stakeholders in
football, so if you need any
help or would like to chat,
you can visit us at the above
locations, contact us via

our social media channels
or on our 24/7 helpline
+447956121314

BASEBALL FIXTURES

If you are looking for a sporting event to take
in, there are some baseball fixtures taking
place around the time we are here. These
are held at Globe Life Field in Arlington.

TEXAS RANGERS V MINNESOTA TWINS

on June 15th (7:05pm), June 16th
(7:05pm) and June 18th (1:35pm).
Tickets available from $15.

TEXAS RANGERS V SAN DIEGO PADRES

on June 19th (7:05pm), June 20th

(3:05pm), June 21st (1:35pm).

around them is pretty simple Tickets available from $28.




FOR two nations who only first
met 30 years ago after the
former Yugoslavia had begun
to fall apart, it has been pretty
full-on between England and
Croatia ever since.

The Three Lions may hold

the upper hand from their 11
meetings overall = winning six
and losing three - but Croatia
are still seen as something of
a bogey side.

And with good reason. Two big
encounters in 2007 and 2018 are
the abiding memories of Croatia
for most England fans. The first
of those was a fateful Euro 2008
qualifier at Wembley where the
abject sight of “Wally with a
Brolly” Steve McClaren standing
on the touchline in the teeming
rain was totemic of England’s
failure to reach the tournament.

Slaven Bilic's Croatia emerged
3-2 winners on a night when,
despite five goals, chances
galore went begging in an
extraordinary match.

For Sir Gareth Southgate,
McClaren's captain at
Middlesbrough and successor
as manager at the Riverside, a
2-1 defeat to Croatia — coached
then as they are now by Zlatko
Dalic — in a World Cup semi-
final in Moscow, was proof of
rapid progress.

THE OPPOSITION

From Clive Hetherington

CLIVE'S VERDICT - ENGLAND 1CROATIA 0

The always-technically-gifted Croatia must never be
underestimated. Recent history proves that. During
Zlatko Dalic’s near-nine-year leadership, they have

reached a World Cup final - as if England need
reminding — and finished third. Dalic has experimented
with three at the back in a 3-4-2-1 system, but favours
an England-like 4-2-3-1. Age and the consequent toll of
the conditions are against Croatia. It should be tight,
with midfield key, but England can edge this contest.

In only their third last-four
appearance at a World Cup,
England took a fifth-minute
lead through Kieran Trippier's
free-kick, but the game went to
extra-time after Ivan Perisic’s
68th-minute leveller. Perisic,
later of Tottenham, then
assisted Mario Mandzukic to
cruelly crush England’s hopes
in the 109th minute.

England, however, have enjoyed
their moments against Croatia,
notably at Euro 2004 when
Sven-Goran Eriksson’s side
were 4-2 winners in Lisbon after
coming from a goal behind

in a group game to secure a
quarter-final place.

Under Fabio Capello, England
also coasted to convincing
victories over Croatia in
qualifying for the 2010 World
Cup, winning 4-1 in Zagreb in
September 2008 and 5-1 at
Wembley a year later.

So to today’s Croatia, England’s
opening opponents in Group L

at Arlington’s Dallas Stadium
where - 60 years on from the
Three Lions’ World Cup final
triumph over West Germany - it's
German Thomas Tuchel bidding
to emulate Sir Alf Ramsey.

Qualification for Croatia, in
the same group as the Czech
Republic, the Faroe Islands,

CROATIA: KEY THREE - BY JOE HETHERINGTON

Luka Modric

A true living great, Modric is
set to join a select number of
players who have figured at

a World Cup in their 40s. The
diminutive midfield maestro
was a runner-up at the 2018
edition and has a good
chance of making his 200th
appearance for his country
during this tournament. Modric
is currently playing in Serie A,
having joined AC Milan from
Real Madrid last summer.
Remarkably, it has been more
than 20 years since the
40-year-old made his
international debut.

Montenegro and Gibraltar, was
a cakewalk. Like England, they
won their section and were
unbeaten but, unlike Tuchel’s
side, fell short of a 100 per cent
record after drawing 0-0 away
to the Czechs.

Dalic has named a squad heavy
on experience, but for a country
who have punched above their
weight with three World Cup
semi-final appearances in just
six tournaments — most recently
in 2022 in Qatar where they
came third for a second time -
expectations are more muted.

Croatia prepared for England
with two home friendlies.

The first was a 2-0 defeat to
Belgium in Rijeka, Aston Villa
midfielder Youri Tielemans

and Napoli’'s one-time Chelsea,
Manchester United and Everton
striker Romelu Lukaku, scoring.
Then, in Varazdin, evergreen
Croatia skipper Luka Modric
scored first and substitute
Mario Pasalic struck the winner
in stoppage-time in a 2-1 victory
over Slovenia.

Josip Stanisic

Capable of playing anywhere
across the backline, Josip
Stanisic comes into the
tournament on the back of
his most productive season
at Bayern Munich to date.
The 26-year-old represented
Germany, the nation of his
birth, at Under-19 level before
switching his international
allegiance to the birth country
of his parents. Stanisic has
played his whole professional
career so far in Germany

and had a loan spell at Bayer
Leverkusen during the 2023-24
season. Likely to line up at

right-back in this game.

Mercurial playmaker Modric,

40, is set for his fifth World Cup,
having been a member of the
side that reached the final at
England’s expense before losing
4-2 to France. Modric is the man
in the mask for Croatia after
surgery for a broken cheekbone

sustained in action for AC Milan.

Dalic also included winger
Perisic, 37, along with ex-
Leicester attacker Andrej
Kramaric, almost 35.
Manchester City's Josko
Gvardiol, easing himself back
to fitness after suffering a
broken leg in January, and
clubmate Mateo Kovacic
provide nous in defence and
midfield respectively, while
Hull goalkeeper Ivor Pandur
is also now a Premier League
player. The versatility of Bayern
Munich’s Josip Stanisic is
highly valued in defence.

And Tottenham centre-back
Luka Vuskovic, only 19, plus
midfield trio Martin Baturina,
Luka Sucic and cousin Petar
Sucic, offer a glimpse of the

Josko Gvardiol

The defender had a frustrating
season at Manchester City,
having broken his shin bone

in January. Like most modern
defenders, the 24-year-old is
comfortable on the ball and
capable of building attacks
from the back. Gvardiol
transferred from RB Leipzig to
City in 2023 for a deal worth
around £70 million, and since
the start of the year he has
been frequently linked with a
move away from the Etihad
Stadium. He scored in a 2-1 win
against Morocco at the 2022
World Cup.

Vatreni’s (the fiery ones or
blazers) football future, which
features them facing England,
home and away, in the Nations
League this autumn.

ENGLAND'S RECORD
AGAINST CROATIA

Played: 1
Won: 6
Drawn: 2
Lost: 3

1

BOBBY TAMBLING

Former England forward

Bobby Tambling has sadly
died at 84. The Chelsea
legend won three senior
caps, scoring once,
between 1962-66



To celebrate this special 200th edition of Free Lions, here is a music quiz where
the questions, answers or maybe even both, contain the word ‘special’.

QUESTION 1

‘Special Delivery’ was a 2000 release by which
American rock band, probably best known for
their mega hit ‘Pretty Fly For a White Guy'?

QUESTION 2

Christina Aguilera also released the song
‘These are the Special Times' in the year 2000,
but within 5 years, how old is she?

QUESTION 3

Which political figure were the Special AKA
asking to be free in the title of their 1984 hit?

QUESTION 4

‘Red Light Special’ was a 1994 hit from which
American girl band who had 3 members, one of
whom was Lisa ‘Left Eye' Lopez?

QUESTION 5

‘Something Special’ was a 1983 song from which
American soul/funk/disco band whose joint
highest charting UK hit was ‘September’ in 1978?

QUESTION 6

What band, with a name meaning ‘inactive
substance or fake treatment’, had a hit in
2000 with the song ‘Special K'?

QUESTION 7

American rock band 38 Special hail from which
US state, Florida, California or Georgia?

QUESTION 8

‘You're so special, oh so special’ is repeated
numerous times in the 1991 hit ‘Groovy Train’
by which Liverpool band, probably best known
for their hit ‘Altogether Now'?

QUESTION 3

‘Special’ is the title track from the 2022 album
by which American singer and rapper who has
had various hits including ‘Truth Hurts 'and
‘About Damn Time'?

QUESTION 10

‘Gangsters’, released in 1979, was the first
single from which English ska band?

As part of the Free Lions editions for this tournament, we will look ahead to our next
destination. You've done the hard part of getting to Dallas, so we won't bore you with
information you may already know, so we provided you with the essentials.

If you are heading to Boston after Dallas, here
is some handy information that may help you
before you arrive.

Boston, whilst not cheap, will be one of your
favourite cities on this World Cup tour. Whilst still
a big city, it is relatively compact, making walking
around quite appealing given the sheer amount
of modern history you'll see along the way.

As with Dallas, Boston is the main stage for the
tournament, however the games are miles away
in Foxborough, and they haven't made transport
cheap, and it is still somewhat complicated.

This is a city deeply tied to American history. The
Boston Tea Party, the American Revolution, and
the city’s colonial past are still visible today through
historic streets, preserved buildings, and museums.

5. Earth Wind and Fire

6. Placebo
7. Florida
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8. The Farm
10. The Specials
Football Quiz

Modern Boston is powered by education,
medicine, finance and tech. Harvard and
MIT are just across the river in Cambridge,
and the city has a strong Irish heritage that
shows up in its pubs, football atmosphere,
and general friendliness towards visiting
fans (and also their ability to talk about
sport for hours).

Sport is huge here — the Boston Red Sox,
Celtics, Bruins and New England Patriots all
command serious loyalty. Football-wise, New
England Revolution share Gillette Stadium with
the Patriots, which FIFA will creatively rename
as the “Boston Stadium”.

Make sure to have an idea about transport
before the day of the game, in the following
pages we will outline your options.

4. Sam Allardyce with a 100%
win percentage (Played 1

Won 1).
6. Johan Neeskens (1974)

7. Leipzig

8.32
HEAD SPINNER ANSWER

1. Coventry City

2. Jack Harrison

5. Dinamo Zagreb

9. Manchester City

10. Phil Neville

Norway (played 8, won 8)



GETTING

T0 BOSTON

Once you arrive into Boston's
Logan International Airport,
follow the signs to Silver Line
(SL1) which will give you free
travel into Boston's South
Station. This is a very quick,
frequent service that is worth
doing to save you some
money on transport.

If you did want to spend, you
have the option of using the
Blue Line plus a shuttle bus, or
your usual Uber/Lyft services
that will cost you anywhere
between $23-40 into Boston,
depending on the time of day.

Boston has three main train
stations, South Station,

Back Bay and North Station.
South Station is the main hub
for travel to New York and
Washington. If you have yet to
book this mode of transport
either to or from Boston, please
do this ASAR it isn’t cheap.

Many of you could be arriving
into Boston around the same
time Scotland play there on
June 19th, I'm sure we will learn
a lot from the two matches
Scotland have here before us,
and we are in regular contact
with the Tartan Army to help
get any key info back to
England supporters.

ﬁNG TOTHE STADIUM

Because the stadium is located
in Foxborough, some 30 miles
from Boston itself, options are
somewhat limited and naturally
walking is out of the question.

There was a lot of news

about the cost of transport
rising significantly here, and
unfortunately those prices
didn’t come down. If looking
for the quickest and most
efficient, you can buy an $80
train ticket from Boston’s South
Station, which you can buy
directly through the mTicket
app, the app for the MBTA local
transport service. There are
five different boarding groups
labelled A-E, with Group A's
check-in time at 9:15-10:00,
with an expected arrival time at
Foxboro Station at 11:15-12:00.
Group E has a check-in time of
12:45-13:00, arriving at Foxboro
at 14:15-14:30.

Driving is an option but roads
are likely to be busy, and taxis
are likely to be expensive. If you
decide to do this, please ensure
you leave enough time. Parking
is obviously expensive, starting
at $175 via Just Park on FIFA's
website. If you are planning a

bus and you have yet to sort
stadium parking, this price is
now $700.

If you wanted to travel by bus,
there is a $95 option that you
can book directly through

the Boston host city website,
it will direct you to the right
page. From here you can
select multiple pick-up options,
including one in Providence at
the Rhode Island Convention
Centre. There are no direct
trains from Providence, you
would have to use the Amtrak
to Boston and then use the
$80 train service from there
to the stadium.

FANS' EMBASSY

The Fans’ Embassy service will
be located at Boston Common
on Monday 22nd June from
around 10am until Spm. We will
be at the information centre
there with a fresh version of the
Free Lions. We will be joined

by ESTC and British Consular
staff, timings of which we will
advertise on social media.

FIFA FAN FESTIVAL

The Boston Fan Festival
is located at Boston City
Hall Plaza, and is open
from June 12th through
to Saturday, June 27th.
On the day of England’s
game, it will open at
12pm, closing at 9:30pm,
and will show Portugal
v Uzbekistan (1pm),
England v Ghana (4pm)
and Panama v Croatia
(7pm).

You can register for
tickets at: bostonfwc26.
com/fifa-fan-festival/

On matchday, we will be

aiming to be near the stadium,
although the finer details of this
have yet to be confirmed. We
will have a presence around
Boston Common and South
Station in the morning from
around 10am-12pm, before
travelling to the stadium.

GETTING AROUND

Getting around Boston is
pretty simple, there are
multiple rail systems and bus
services to suit all needs.
Boston'’s transport company

is the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority, and
you'll find yourself buying a
‘CharlieCard’ or ‘CharlieTicket'.
Download the mTicket app, or
you can sort in stations. The
subway is called the ‘T’, and
journeys cost $2.40, or you can
buy a day-pass for $11.

The passes will also work on
local bus services.

You can actually walk a lot
of Boston and we would

As always, we are
contactable 24/7
via our helpline on
+447956121314.

recommend this if you can, it is
such a beautiful city, you won't
be disappointed.

Obviously Uber/Lyft are readily
available. But, if you plan to
drive in Boston, just be aware
that even Google Maps gets
confused a little here. Some
roads it tries to take you down
are actually not possible, so
just keep your wits about you,
as your driving instructor would
say, the sat-nav is an aid, you
must still follow the road signs!

Many of Boston’s roads were
built underground, so you will
definitely find yourself in a
tunnel at some point.



“'M HERE TO PUT ANOTHER
STAR ON THE SHIRT”

Thomas Tuchel did not take
long to get to the point when he
addressed The FA's technical
board for the first time at St
George’s Park, shortly after

his appointment as England
head coach. There was no long
build-up about culture, identity
or legacy; he made it clear what
he thought the job was. Simple:
win the World Cup. Or, as he
put it, “put another star on the
shirt,” pointing to his chest.

Most hear it and think it is
exactly what we've been
missing, without worrying about
development or a sense of how
England should play. Tuchel is
not interested in dressing the job
up as something it is not. He is
here to win, and he has picked
players and built a team based
on that. It should be a welcome
relief, but there are some who do
not like it. That won't be anything
new for Tuchel.

England are not miles away.
Runners-up at the last two Euros,
exiting to eventual finalists at
the previous two World Cups.
We are third favourites behind
Spain and France for a reason.
We have talent in almost every
position, and players used to
pressure at the top level. But
Euro 2024 showed Tuchel that
being close is not the same as
being good enough. Spain were
better — not just on the day, but
in how clear they were. England
could compete, but could not
quite control when it mattered.

Tuchel has decided England
do not need to become Spain.
The players are different, the
football culture is different.
Instead, he is trying to find

another way to bridge the gap.
This 48-team tournament will
be a slog, likely to be the most
attritional World Cup of all time.

That explains some of his
selections. Take lvan Toney, a
divisive inclusion. He proved his
value at Euro 2024 with a huge
contribution against Slovakia.
He will be more acclimatised to
the heat than his team-mates,
with fresh legs, and he retains
the ability that made him potent
in the Premier League. Then
there is his reliability from the
penalty spot.

Set pieces will be another key
area. That might not excite
people, but it wins games, as
Gareth Southgate showed in
2018. England have long been
dangerous from dead balls,
and Tuchel wants to push that
further: better routines, better
delivery, better timing. Small

gains that decide tight matches.

There is also the physical
challenge. Games in heat

and humidity, and potentially

at altitude, demand careful
preparation. Tuchel has leaned
heavily into data: how far players
run, how they sprint, how they
recover. Squad selection reflects
that, with athleticism often
trumping reputation.

It is not just physical data
either. Tuchel brought in
behavioural psychologists to
assess how players react to
non-selection and how they
train. Squad harmony is a
priority. That helps explain
some ruthless decisions.

Form matters more than
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reputation, and that will influence
both selection and team choices
throughout the tournament.

Tuchel's approach is tried and
tested. At Chelsea, he rotated
heavily and made tough calls
on established players. He will
do the same here, regardless
of outside noise. He will

also control every detail he
can: recovery, training loads,
preparation. International
football has sometimes lagged
behind in that regard, and Tuchel
is determined to change it.

None of this guarantees
success. International football
does not work like that. But
what Tuchel offers is a clear,
structured attempt to improve
England’s chances.

The football may not always be
exciting. But tournaments are
often won by teams who are
organised and clinical. Tuchel is
trying to build that kind of team.

He has made it clear what he is
here to do. Ultimately, he will be
judged on whether he does it.

Phil Martin writes for The
Sixty Six, the new home of
England football journalism.
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EDITION 200!

We're very proud to have reached this milestone, and we
thought who better to talk about the journey than the founder

of the Free Lions himself,
Kevin Miles OBE.

Little did we imagine, when we first sat down
to write a fanzine for travelling England fans,
that the publication would still be going strong
over a quarter of a century later. And yet here
we are pulling together edition number 200,
an incredible milestone on what has been a
fascinating and varied road.

The principle behind what we're doing today
remains unchanged. Travelling away to
support England remains one of the finest
“hobbies” anyone could have, but we still need
an independent voice to speak up for us, to
provide accurate and reliable information, and
offer practical advice and help should it be
needed. Fulfilling those objectives, ideally in an
entertaining and accessible style, remains our
central objective today, all those years later.

Edition number one was produced for our
opening game of Euro 2000, against Portugal

in Eindhoven, in a world that seems so, so
different. That was a tournament and a time
when the arrival of England fans was anticipated
with dread, hyped up in advance, with the
inevitable outcome of heavy-handed treatment
by local police. Some of the reputation of
England fans for drunken disorder, anti-social
behaviour and violence was deserved, but we at
the FSA knew that those had only ever been the
traits of a minority, while the rest of us suffered
the consequences.

A crucial part of the work of the Free Lions
team ever since has been to assist and
represent that majority with the simple
request that we be policed on the basis of our
behaviour, not our reputation. With the odd
exception — we suspect there are some police

forces who will never learn, and who just don't
want to — our world is now a very different
place to the one where our edition number two
was distributed to England fans, 960 of whom
were rounded up and deported from Belgium
without charge.

So much else has changed too in the
intervening 26 years. Edition One appeared
ten years before WhatsApp was launched,
and we had to wait 21 years to reach a final
(which of course we still lost, on penalties).
But what a journey in the meantime - from
group stage exits in 2000 and 2014 (still better
than not qualifying at all for 2008) to semi-
finals and finals in more recent years, and
travelling literally around the world - including
Japan, South Africa and (briefly) Brazil for
tournaments, and qualifiers and friendlies in
exotic locations like Kazakhstan and Trinidad,
Tel Aviv and Glasgow.

And now here we are, still going strong -

the faces may change, but the spirit and the
publication remain undeterred. 200 editions —
and we still haven’t won anything.




L
QUIZ

QUESTION1

Of the 3 teams promoted into the Premier
League at the end of this season, which one
has the highest capacity ground?

QUESTION 2

What English player, currently contracted to
Leeds United, came through the American
University draft system, being drafted as a
number one pick in the MLS SuperDraft?

QUESTION 3

How many points did Sheffield Wednesday end
up with in this season’s Championship?

QUESTION 4

Which England manager has the highest win
percentage?

QUESTION 5

Which team won the top flight in Croatia
this season?

HEADSPINNER

QUESTION 6

Who holds the record for the fastest goal scored
in a World Cup final, which was scored without
the opposition even touching the ball?

QUESTION 7

In which German city was this year's UEFA
European Conference League Final held?

QUESTION 8

How old is England captain Harry Kane, 30, 31
or 32?

QUESTION 3

Which team won the Women's Premier League
this season?

QUESTION 10

| was born in Bury in 1977 and played over 500
Premier League games for just 2 teams. | won
59 England caps and have also managed the
England Women’s team. Who am 1?

England qualified for the World Cup with a perfect 8 wins from 8 games. But which other European

country also achieved this?



